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Portland African-American Newspapers & Periodicals 

 

Advocate. 1903 – 1936[?].  Note: Related to Beaver State Herald and Mt. Scott Herald.  

Clarion Defender. 1953[?] – 1972. 

Go Tell It. 1979 – 1981. Portland Branch, NAACP publication. 

Interracial Progress. 1952 – 1957. Bi-monthly report of the Urban League of Portland, Oregon. 

New Age. 1896 – 1907.  Titled Portland New Age, 1905 - 1907 

Newspaper [sic]. 1967 – 1970[?]  "A bi-weekly publication serving the Albina community." 

Northwest Clarion. 1946 – 1965[?] 

Northwest Defender. 1962  – 1965. Continued by Clarion Defender. 

Observer. 1945 – 1950[?]. 

Oregon Advance Times. 1968[?]. 

Oregon Mirror. 1962[?]. 

Pacific Dispatch. 1940 – 1947[?] 

People's Observer.  1943 – 1945 

Portland Challenger. 1952 – 1954[?]. 

Portland Inquirer.  1944  – 1946[?]. 

Portland Observer. 1938 – 1939[?]; 1943 – 1950[?] 

Portland Observer. 1970 – present. 

Portland Times. 1918 – 1923. [uncertain citation; other publications exist with same title] 

Skanner. 1975 – present. 

Urban League View. 1991 – present. 

 

 

Selected Early West Coast African-American Newspapers & Periodicals 

 

African-American periodicals from other West Coast cities occasionally reported on events in Portland and 

Oregon, as did those with national readerships published in other locations, such as the Colored American, printed 

in New York. 

 

Oakland  

Sunshine. 1907  – 1922[?]. 

Western Outlook. 1914 – 1928[?]. 

 

San Francisco 

Elevator. 1865 – 1904[?] 

Mirror of the Times. 1857[?]. 

Pacific Appeal. 1862 – 1868; 1870 – 1880. 

Vindicator 1887 – 1889[?]. 

Western Outlook. 1900[?]. 

 

Seattle  

Clayton’s Monthly. 1921[?] 

Clayton’s Weekly. 1917[?] – 1920[?] 
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The Facts.  1962 –  

The Northwest Enterprise.  1931[?] – 1952. 

The Northwest Herald.  1943 – 1946. 

Pacific Northwest Bulletin. 1943 – 1946[?] 

Progressive Herald. 1933[?] 

The Puget Sound and Inland Empire Observer. 1959 – 1960[?]. 

Puget Sound Observer.  1957 – 1959. 

Republican. 1896 – 1898[?] 

Rising Sun. 1911[?] 

Searchlight.  1919[?] 

Seattle Dispatch. 1947 – 1948[?] 

The Seattle Enterprise.  1920 – 1930. 

Seattle Republican.  1900 – 1910[?]. 

The World.  1899 – 1900[?]. 
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— Compiled by: Nicholas T. Starin, City Planner II, Historic Resources Program 
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Abner Francis’ store, corner of Front and Stark, ca. 1858 

 

Abner Hunt Francis, a friend of famed abolitionist Frederick Douglass, arrived in Portland in 1851 with his wife Sydnia 

(or Lynda) and his brother O. B. Francis and were among the early city’s very few African-Americans.  Within days of 

opening their trading business, Abner’s brother was arrested for violating the territorial exclusion law of 1849, which 

made it illegal for “any negro or mulatto to come in or reside within the limits” of Oregon.  In September 1851, Judge 

O. C. Pratt ordered the Francis family to leave the territory. The expulsion order was not enforced however, after a 

petition signed by 211 Portland residents protesting their expulsion and urging repeal of the law convinced the 

legislature not to enforce it.  Abner Francis remained in Portland for a decade, operating a profitable trading business 

and amassing a fortune estimated at $36,000 when he left for Vancouver Island in 1860.   
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