CITY OF PORTLAND
BUREAU OF PARKS AND RECREATION

1120 SW. 5TH, ROOM 502
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204-1976
(503) 796-5193

MIKE LINDBERG, Commissioner WILLIAM V. OWENS, Superintendent

February 13, 1986

Larry Walker

Walker & Macy

222 N. W. Davis Street Suite 300
Portland, OR 97209

Subject: Parking on the South Park Blocks
Dear Larry:

On February 12, I received a call from Larry Brown saying PDC and
Carl Buttke, its traffic consultant, were going to meet that after-
noon with the institutions bordering the South Park Blocks. The
meeting would be an opportunity to introduce everyone to Buttke

and give the institutions an opportunity to voice their parking
needs and concerns. (I've attached my rough notes so that you

can get an idea of the level of demand for parking and the attitude
of each of the institutions.) Critics of the past park development
were Tom Vaughan of the Historical Society and the representative
of the Art Museum. (I did say we had received support from all

the institutions for removing parking -- except from the Historical
Society. The Art Museum representative said the previous director
didn't know what he was doing. Is ignorance a defense?)

For the most part, people recognized that:

1. They had made a conscious decision to stay on the
park blocks and feel advantages in having done so.

2. They have made efforts to create their own parking.

3. They were particularly critical about the impact of
the Performing Arts Center and the removal of two
surface parking lots for housing. The issue of
parking along the park paled in comparison.

Except for the Art Museum representative, who felt parking should

be free, on the street and immediately available, the institutions
understood the magnitude of the problem. And if they didn't, they
certainly had to after the various representatives outlined the

level of use at their institutions. The demand for parking clearly
demonstrates that parking along the park -- except symbolically --
isn't a critical factor in meeting parking needs. Off-street parking
clearly is.
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Carl Buttke will be contacting each institution to discuss its
use and parking demand requirements in greater detail. He will
also survey users of the institutions to find out when they use

a facility, how far they come, how far they'll walk after parking,
and so on. He's to come up with an overall parking strategy.
Certainly, it would be helpful if he meets with Marlene and you.

Sincerely,

John W. Sewell
Parks Planning Supervisor

JWS/ve

Attachment

cc: Marlene Salon
Ethan Seltzer




Notes of February 12, 1986 Meeting

Larry Brown

- Proposed South Park Blocks renewal area

- Like to hear from the institutions about parking
- Parking as part of overall renewal district

Marvin Hanson - Masonic Temple

Joe Smith - St. James Lutheran Church
- Three concerns
1. aesthetics
2. security pedestrians
3. employee parking
- like to see remaining parking removed, open up panoramas, security
- like a parking structure for the institutions, been trying to
do for 12 years

Tom Vaughan - Oregon Historical Society

30 years parking's been a principal problem

Society built downtown, pressure build elsewhere
Temporary parking lot at Park & Madison, some criticism
No solution, or how the problem will be resolved

Ready to buy rest of the property in the block

Must handle parking problem

Haven't understood how truly great park blocks are

[T.V. removed 3 parking lots in the Society's acquisition]

NO O W

Carl Buttke Questioned Tom Vaughan
T.V. ever problem, most vacant lots are now occupied

T. V. - latest plan damaging

- hours of the day
- 8 until 5:30 hours greatest pressure

- 63 employees; also 20 volunteers a day. Largest number
of employees take the bus

- Saturday worse than weekdays

- greatest concern is for patrons (how many per day)
(Carl Buttke needs to know peak parking)

Art Institute

- Parking problem affecting ability to get people to use museum

- Problem 9:00 a.m. until evening, 7 days a week

- 120 K visitors a year, 600 volunteers, 20 a day, 30 trustees,
80 staff members daily, 125 students BA program, extension classes
in the evening. Volunteers elderly

- school buses are a problem, hood meters. Also Gray Line tours.

First Christian Church
— One block owned; also parking
- 60 apts. no parking
- Carriage House - base some parking
- 30 people on staff
- Sunday lease lot, now going to be condos
- Problem evenings - PSU, Art Museum, Performing Arts
- Seating capacity, 350




Notes
Page 2

— Schedule around Performing Arts
- Would do many large programs if parking were available

Joe Smith

- run from 7 morning 6 eve. Mon., Fri.

- 9 and 11 services on Sunday

- 52 employees _

- 120 people all the time, includes day care

- 220 people service, 9 and 11

— many evening activities

- problem isn't on-street it's off-street parking lots, the solution
- have 34 parking spaces

- would convert parking spaces to housing if a structure is built

Masonic Temple Association
- 100,000 square feet
- don't have any off-street parking
- impact Schnitzer, removal on SPBs parking 1lid
— 40 people building during the day
- evening could be 3,000 people once every other month, 500 to
700 some evening every week
Robinson-Shrine (own 39% temple building)
- picked place and stayed
= 1977 purchase lot north of the Shrine, holds 240 cars. Also
rent space on Sunday to First Congregational Church. (First
Congregational Church lost its space to Schnitzer)
- 20 full-time employees
- Would consider joint effort to build a parking structure
- 50 at a time other than staff. Could have 600 in the evening.
- 7 tenants in the building

Downtown Neighborhood Assn.

- renewal area 60% downtown housing

- most demand housing parking, visitors

— incredible asset park blocks, wouldn't want to see parking right
on the park blocks

Pete Daniels - Construction Manager New Theatres

- Schnitzer 2,700 seats

- two new theatres - 950 Could have performances
450 at all three

[What about school buses on the park block faces - all 6]
— Rehearsal hall still to be built, another demand
- Parking on Park Ave. - need for building service

Tom Vaughan
- What do people not do because parking isn't available

Marvin Hansen
- City created Schnitzer problem, creating housing, removing parking
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Carl Buttke

- pass out questionnaire cars in the day time (on the windshield)

- purpose trip - where parked — problems in parking
- numbers in carvr - time

- like to distribute at the institutions
- from this can calculate parking needs by time
- develop solutions meet the norm

2/13/86



Hundreds of downtown parking spaces to be lost

By JANET CHRIST
of The Oregonian stat{

Parking spaces will be harder to find around
the South Park Blocks this year when construc-
tion begins on two new housing projects.

Spaces in the area already are considered at
a premium by downtown workers and Portland
State University students who vie for long-
term slots on weekdays.

When digging starts, expected on one block
in the spring and a second block next fall, sur-
face public parking lots that hold a total of 231
cars will disappear. A third approved project,
not yet scheduled for construction, will reduce
public parking by 31 more spaces.

The lots will be redeveloped into middle-
income range apartments, encouraged by the
South Park Blocks urban renewal plan of the

‘Portland Development Commission.

And if the commission reaches its goal of
placing 1,600 new housing units in the area
bounded by Southwest Morrison Street, Inter-
state 405, and 13th and Fourth avenues, it is
likely that more parking lots will vanish.

New development is cheapest when built on
undeveloped land such as parking lots, commis-
sion staff members point out.

While the number of spaces lost will be
added to the city’s reserve of downtown park-
ing spaces allowed by city policy — the park-
ing “lid” — the city is not obliged to return
them to the same area or even to see that the
slots are replaced.

Private developers are expected to start
building this year on the block bounded by
Southwest Park and 10th avenues and Clay and
Market streets, and the block bounded by
Southwest Park Avenue and Broadway and
Clay and Market streets. Half of this block is
used now for public parking and a quarter of it
is a Portland State University parking lot.

The third project later will take a quarter-
block lot at the southwest corner of Southwest
Clay Street and Park Avenue.

While the urban renewal goal is to create
new middle-income housing and not parking
lots, area parking needs ultimately will be con-
sidered, assured Lawrence L. Dully, commis-
sion director of development.

'-pi LR SR Y

Parking lot between Southwest Park and 10th avenues and Clay and Market streets is one of three that soon will disappear.

“What we found when developing the plan
for urban renewal is that there is a plan for
housing and a plan for parks, but no plan for
parking for institutions,” he said.

" Dully said staff members would start soon
on a study to determine area public parking
needs, particularly for institutions such as the
Oregon Art Institute, the Oregon Historical
Center and the Masonic Temple — which often
rents hall space for public events.

“None have their own parking, so we want

to assure that on-street parking is retained
wherever possible and to examine ways that
access in the future can be protected,” Dully
said.

On-street parking is more important to these
institutions than the Performing Arts Center
complex under construction, he said.

People attending high-priced events at the
arts center may be willing to pay $2 or $3 for a
parking space at night. But people going to the
other cultural centers may be less inclined to

pay high lot or garage prices because these
activities often are free or minimally priced,
Dully pointed out.

In addition, he said, the City Council and
Development Commission want to retain the
approximately 60 street spaces around the
three lower South Park Blocks expected to be
remodeled in the next few years.

“Because we've calculated that if those
spaces are removed and we buy land for an
equivalent number, it could cost half a million

The Oregonian/BILL MURPHY

(dollars),” Dully said.

Parking was removed last year to widen
sidewalks around the three remodeled park
blocks south of Southwest Jefferson Streel.

Parking for residents — which would not
affect the downtown parking lid — may be
provided in the new housing projects, but long-
term public parking is not likely to be built by
the housing developers, Dully said.

Some spaces may be built to accommodate
public uses on ground levels, but costs would
prohibit additional public parking, he said.

Construction of new downtown parking lots
and garages can be granted by conditional-use
permits.

The city has a downtown parking lid of
40,855 spaces and about 38,000 of those have
been allocated, said Cynthia Kurtz, manager of
the Bureau of Transportation, Planning and
Finance.

About 1,700 of the spaces are within the
South Park Blocks urban renewal area, she
said.

Though the City Council is concerned about
distribution of spaces, Kurtz said, the lid policy
does not require that spaces be dispersed in any
geographic allocation.

While parking spaces lost in the urban
renewal area may be replaced, they wouldn't
necessarily be relocated in that area.

4ccording to a transportation analysis for
the city’s downtown parking and circulation
policy updated for 1984, there is land equal to
about 100 blocks available for parking struc-
tures in downtown Portland. The downtown
boundaries are Northwest Everett Street, 13th
Avenue, the Interstate 405 freeway and Front
Avenue.

The analysis, by consultant Robert Conradt,
also based future long-term parking needs on
projected 70 percent transit use by employees.

A Portland Planning Commission hearing on
proposed modifications to the policy will be
held at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Portland Build-
ing.
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Park Blocks
due survey
on parking

Hundreds of post-card parking sur-
veys are being distributed on wind-
shields of cars parked in the South
Park Blocks urban renewal area this
month.

Responses to questions on the post-
age-paid cards are expected to help
city officials determine the parking
needs of the area downtown, which
includes several institutional buildings
open to the public.

The number of spaces has dwindled
and will continue to do so because of
renovation of the Park Blocks and loss
of parking lots to urban renewal hous-
ing projects.

The survey includes questions on
where drivers park, length of stay,
number of passengers, reasons for
parking in the location and how far
the space was from the place visited.

The survey work has been contract-
ed to Carl H. Butke Inc., consulting
transportation engineer.

The urban renewal district is
bournded by Southwest Morrison
Street, Interstate 405, 13th Avenue and
Fourth Avenue.

_Lawrence L. Dully, director of
development for the Portland Develop-
ment Commission, said staff members
were studying ways to increase park-
ing space without building high-rise
parking structures.

One idea, he said, would be to
change from parallel to diagonal park-
ing on Southwest 10th and 11th ave-
nues between Market and Main streets.

Tenth and 11th have three lanes of
one-way traffic.

Dully said that because the streets
stop at Portland State University at the
south ends, they do not have heavy
traffic counts. Narrowing the streets to
two lanes may be possible, he said.

Such a project could add 40 or 50

 parking spaces for the cost of painting

new traffic and parking stripes and
installing new meters, he said.

The survey responses will be ana-
lyzed in June, needs determined in
July, solutions offered in August, and a
report prepared in September, Dully

 said.



| CITY OF PORTLAND
BUREAU OF PARKS AND RECREATION

1120 S.W. 5TH, ROOM 502
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204-1976
(503) 796-5193

MIKE LINDBERG, Commissioner \ WILLIAM V. OWENS, Superintendent

March 31, 1986

TO: South Park Blocks File
Mary Anne Cassin
Anne Kowalishen

FROM: Marlene Salon'nhgg-
SUBJECT: Fred Nilsen's Comments and Recommendations Pertaining

to Redevelopment of the South Park Blocks Between
Salmon and Jefferson

Museum Block (Madison to Jefferson)

a. remove the cherry trees

b. flower bed in southeast corner has been reduced in size in
recent years. Brian, Steve and Anne would be responsible

for deciding on acceptable size of floral display.

the roses in this block do not flower well because of shade.
grass doesn't do well on the northern end of the block because
of shade (same for all three blocks)

0

Middle Block (Main to Madison)
a. remove Walnut from southwest corner (not fully in leaf during
summer months)

Northernmost Block (Main to Salmon)

remove cherry trees

plumbing serving Shemansky fountain still works

remove Walnut in northeast corner

Benson fountain and brick wall maintained by Water Bureau.

They do not charge Park Bureau for water usage. If fountain

is relocated, it should be placed in a location where Water

Bureau will continue to provide water at no charge.

€. remove shrubs at north end. Eliminate rat holes around base
of Walnut tree in northeast corner.

Q0 Tw

General Comments

Soil amendment in previous project didn't work, dries to a cement-
like condition. Need sand with even sized particles similar

to sand used in golf course construction. Tim Ansett, Delta
superintendent, would be a good resource person on this subject.
Consult with Anne Kowalishen regarding irrigation for the upcoming
project.

MS/vc



CITY OF PORTLAND
BUREAU OF PARKS AND RECREATION

1120 SW. 5TH, ROOM 502
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204-1976
(503) 7965193

MIKE LINDBERG, Commissioner WILLIAM V. OWENS, Superintendent

March 14, 1986

TO: South Park Blocks File

FROM: Mary Anne Cassin/%&%%7”74ymbb’

SUBJECT: Meeting with Operations

IN ATTENDANCE: Dan Nelson Steve Goetz
Anne Kowalishen Marlene Salon
Jim Gardiner Mary Anne Cassin

The timing is perfect for a post-construction evaluation of the
three South Park blocks completed last summer since we are now
beginning design work for the last three blocks. The following
areas of concern were discussed:

1. Soil Tests: We will employ an indenpendent soils consultant
to evaluate existing conditions and recommend soil amendments.
Tom Cook was recommended. Additional suggestions would be
appreciated.

2. Irrigation: Anne and Dan will seek more feedback on the system
used between Jefferson and Market. Problems in the past seemed
to be related to the installation rather than design or materials.

3. Lighting: Although the recent project appears too bright, the
public has offered nothing but compliments. In the upcoming
project, wattage should be reduced near any buildings intended
to be 1it at night.

4. Artwork: Roosevelt and Lincoln will probably remain in place.
The final location and design around the Shemansky fountain
are very much unresolved, and may be controversial. Jim says
the tree roots are pushing the fountain up, so the whole thing
will have to be lifted and re-installed on a new base. Several
groups may want to be involved in donation and/or work on the
fountain's refurbishment, including the Arlington Club and
Pioneer Masonry. More historic research and perhaps public
involvement will have to be conducted before this issue is
resolved.



Meeting with Operations on South Park Blocks
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March 14, 1986

5. Project Organization: P.D.C. is the funding source and contract
administrator. Larry Brown of P.D.C. is the Project Manager.
Mary Anne Cassin is the Project Planner through design develop-
ment and construction drawings. P.D.C. will do construction
administration. The Park Bureau has to stress its objectives
in developing the blocks to P.D.C., including the importance
of preserving the trees.

6. Street Furniture: We will probably conform to the materials
standards developed in the first project.

7. Floral Display: The roses behind the Art Institute never do
very well. These may be replaced with another, more appropri-
ate floral display. The size and configuration of the beds
should be reviewed with Brian McNerney, to see what is afford-
able and flexible. This is the perfect spot to have a showy
display, and Operations supports its inclusion in the program.

Operations will continue to ask around for further input, and we
will periodically review progress in the future.

MAC/vec
cc: All in Attendance
Larry Brown
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CITY OF PORTLAND
BUREAU OF PARKS AND RECREATION
OPERATIONS
6437 S.E. DIVISION AVE.
PORTLAND, OREGON 97206
(503) 2484397
MIKE LINDBERG, Commissioner WILLIAM V. OWENS, Superintendent
March 26, 1986 MAR 2 8 1986
Parks Pianming & Dev.
T0: Mary Anne Cassin

FROM: Anne Kowalishen éé%gﬂ,//

SUBJECT: South Park Blocks Evaluation

I've Tooked over your letter outlining our concerns about the South Park
Blocks construction and have some input regarding soil tests, irrigation
and floral displays.

1. Let's go ahead with the soils consultant.

2. The irrigation heads are prone to vandalism but I recommend keeping
the same design throughout all of South Park Blocks to simplify
maintenance.

3. The flower beds used to be larger there, so we have some surplus
that could be used in South Park Blocks. We (Steve, Dan and I)
have discussed the possibility of how to install a larger bed
without stretching our greenhouse production capacity more, or
creating more work for Portland Center's gardener. We are looking
at proposing removing removing the annual pots at Waterfront Park
and using the same amount of material at South Park Blocks. We'll
need to do a park improvement, if so.

Qur gardener reports that she has received many compliments on the roses
and would prefer to keep them in the park, if at all possible.

I hope this information is helpful in your formulating draft plans. Please
let us know your decision on flower plantings, so we can see if we can use
our current resources for South Park Blocks.

By the way, I was looking across the river yesterday at Sellwood Riverfront
Park. It looked really beautiful from a distance!

AK:1b

cc: Dan Nelson

Brian McNerney
Steve Goetz



CITY OF PORTLAND
BUREAU OF PARKS AND RECREATION

1120 SW. 5TH, ROOM 502
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204-1976
(503) 7965193

MIKE LINDBERG, Commissioner WILLIAM V. OWENS, Superintendent

May 23, 1986

TO: South Park Blocks File

FROM: Mary Anne Cassin/ymﬁm%fﬁbMUL/

SUBJECT: Input from Operations
Preliminary Design

IN ATTENDANCE: Mary Anne Cassin Dan Nelson
Jim Gardiner Ben Ngan
Steve Goetz Larry Walker
Anne Kowalishen

The preliminary design for the blocks were presented by Larry
Walker. The concept for the blocks are as follows:

BLOCK 9 (Jefferson to Madison) is intended to be a
"front yard" for the adjoining institutions. The
sunniest of the park blocks, it will serve as a
gathering spot with a central plaza. Large beds of
flowers will be contained within the walkways, as
well as a raised planter around Teddy Roosevelt.

BLOCK 8 (Madison to Main) is intended as a quiet spot;
a link in the overall framework. It is the shadiest
of these three blocks. Abe Lincoln will be moved out
of the middle of the central plaza to either the north
or the south, so that he faces the open plaza.

BLOCK 7 (Main to Salmon) is intended as a people
gathering spot. With the Performing Art Center across
the street, it is envisioned as a spot for small
impromptu performances, sunning, lunching, and people
watching. A large flat terrace to the north of the
block will be contained by an open arc of pleached trees
and a wrought iron fence. Wrought iron gateways with
climbing roses growing through them will frame the
openings at the corners along Salmon. The south half
of the block will echo the double walkway system and
lawn panels of the rest of the South Park Block system.
The Shemanski fountain will be renovated and moved to
the east half of the central axis, with the blank wall
of the Schnitz as a backdrop.



South Park Blocks

Page 2
May 23,

1986

GENERAL: The details for pavers, lighting standards,
benches and irrigation will be the same as those used
in the completed blocks. Everything shown in the
drawings, except for the hedges and the Main Street
sculpture, are part of this construction budget.

TOPICS DISCUSSED:

1.

The highest maintenance element is the 2,600 SF of
flower beds. At present, the capacity of the
greenhouse to grow bedding plants is at a maximum.
Additional flowers beyond a certain limit will have

to be purchased. Ways to reduce maintenance concerns
were discussed, including: raising the beds, protecting
the edges with bollard and chain or hoops, purchasing
flowers each year, using some permanent plants such as
roses or shrubs interspersed with the flowers. Steve,
Anne and Brian will continue to discuss this and let
us know how much square footage can be accommodated
with existing resources, what additional resources are
needed, and what design features can be incorporated
to make it work well.

The second highest maintenance element is the pleached
trees. Steve Goetz knows how to do this, and may have
some suggestions on tree type and equipment requirements.
We will also follow up with Forestry on this.

Grass may be difficult to mow in certain areas, espe-
cially in Block 7. As the design gets more refined,

we will discuss configurations with Jim Carr. Mary Anne
will get Jim's hand-out on mowing equipment to Walker
and Macy.

Lighting in the completed blocks is too bright. The
Bureau of Street Lighting will down-lamp the plaza
lighting on Block 10 on an experimental basis to see

if reduced wattage is an improvement. For the pleached
trees and gateways in Block 7, uplighting is not a good
idea. They are very prone to vandalism.

Additional suggestions for plant materials would be
appreciated, especially for ground covers, but also for
flowering trees.

One elm tree in Block 7 needs to be lowered 18" in order
to fit into the grade of the plaza. We will discuss

. possible ways to accomplish this with Alex, including

replacing it with a smaller tree.



South Park Blocks

Page 3
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MAC/ve

1986

Details for the raised planter and the concrete
bands around pavers are a concern, and will be
discussed when they are developed.

There is a question about maintenance of the Benson
fountain and plaque if it is moved into the center
of the block. It is maintained by the Water Bureau
in its current location. If moving it out of the
right-of-way jeopardizes this arrangement, we should
discuss it with Ed Tenny.

cc: All in Attendance
Larry Brown



CITY OF PORTLAND
BUREAU OF PARKS AND RECREATION

1120 S.W. 5TH, ROOM 502
PORTLAND, OREGON 97204-1976
(503) 7965193

MIKE LINDBERG, Commissioner WILLIAM V. OWENS, Supeiintendent

July 30, 1986

TO: Jim Gardiner
Steve Goetz
Anne Kowalishen
Dan Nelson
Brian McNerney
John Brandt

FROM: Mary Anne Cassin/&44aq?f7¢k4ubf
SUBJECT: South Park Blocks

Our session in front of the Design Review Commission has been
scheduled for:

August 7, 4:00 p.m.
Second Floor, Portland Building

I am enclosing the drawings we submitted to them; these are
still subject to change.

Please note the following:

1. The "footprint'" shown for the blocks are widened out 10'
into Park and into Ninth Avenue, consistent with the pattern
developed on the park blocks between Jefferson and Market.
At this point, the Fire Bureau will not allow parking along
the park side of the streets.

2. The square footage of annual flower beds has been reduced
in this scheme to 1200 SF. Other planting bed areas will
be filled with shrubs. We will seek your input on specific
plant materials once we start construction drawings next
month. These planting areas will be protected a a raised
curb. The roses will part of the design (they are located
in the cross-axis planting beds).

3. The pleached tree hedge at the north end of the blocks is
still part of the design, but has been reduced in size.
Uplighting the trees has been deleted.



South Park Blocks
Page 2
July 30, 1986

4. Details for the raised planter and the concrete bands around
pavers have not been developed. We will consult with you
when the design is finalized.

I hope that you do come to the Design Review session, if it
fits into your schedule. If not, I will keep you informed of
our progress.

Thank you for your interest in this project.

MAC/ve
Enclosures

Pe ML blod wlt g & cormplrt uwjm m@ofem.
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CITY OF PORTLAND [ Gt
BUREAU OF PARKS AND RECREATION

OPERATIONS
6437 SE. DIVISION AVE.
PORTLAND, OREGON 97206
(503) 2484397

CLEVE WILLIAMS, Superintendent
August 21, 1986 RECEN T

AUG 27 1986

Parks Planning & Dev.

MIKE LINDBERG, Commissioner

MEMORANDUM

TO3 Ron Maynard, Operations Administration Manager

FROM:ﬁiééiz%%eve Goetz, Grounds Operations Manager

SUBJECT: Increased Maintenance Costs Resulting from South Park Blocks
Improvements

I have asked my staff to develop cost estimates for the additional
maintenance resulting from the new improvements and the increased use

of these improvements. The estimates are based upon the plans submitted
to design review. Because of the proximity to the Performing Arts Center
and the more formal and elaborate improvements we anticipate a greatly
increased level of use. We are looking forward to the completion of this
development since we expect fewer problems of an anti-social nature as a
result of a change in clientle using the park. We saw this in the three
blocks to the south. The break down for these anual costs is as follows:

Park Districts - litter, hardsurface cleaning, horticultural
care, edging, vandalism & irrigation repair $24,547

Turf Care - reseeding, fertilize, aerate, weed control 1,112
Mowing 942
Greenhouse - flower production, spraying and horticulural
care 3,479 -
TOTAL $30,080 per year

The additional costs are not yet available. They are the annual tree maintenace
for pruning and spraying both the new and existing trees and Facilities
maintenance costs.

At this point in the planning process it is not clear whether all the proposed
improvements are able to be funded. If the project is scaled back these
estimated costs could be reduced. I can provide more detailed back-up cost
information upon request.

SG:m



Landscape Architecture

Urban Design
Planning
S Walker&NMacy o
222 Northwest Davis HECE IVED
Portland, Oregon 97209 )
Phone: 503-228-3122 ' 0CT % - 1986
MEMORANDUM '
Parks Planning & Dey,
TO: Larry Brown, Gale Taylor, Mary Anne Cassin, Steve Goetz, Alex

Wynstra, Larry Walker, Ben Ngan, Linda Little

SUBJECT: South Park Blocks Meeting with Parks and Forestry personnel

DATE:

FROM:

October 1, 1986

Wayne Stewart \UOUTWQ’//

Alex Wynstra will look at the trees in Block 7 to check condition.
He will respond with comments and recommendations within one week.

Alex tentatively recommended using a "rock pack with air
ventilation" for the trees in the north plaza (where filling
around roots will be required). The rock pack should extend
approximately to the drip line of the trees.

Alex suggested that a forestry inspector be on site when the
contractor is working around and exposing tree roots.

Alex suggested that pre-fertilization of trees be undertaken this
winter. His staff will not be able to accomplish this work. It
will have to be contracted out by the Park Bureau.

If root damage occurs during construction, Alex will have city
crews prune affected trees after construction is complete.

Alex and Steve Goetz suggested that trees be planted in the park
blocks in October or November 1987, after the contractor has
completed site work. (Note: Mary Anne will review this
suggestion and make a determination as to whether the site
contractor will be responsible for any tree work, or whether the
city will handle tree work separate from the site contract.)

Alex said that the tree protection specification should include
cautions against root compaction during construction.

Steve said that Sugar Maples and Red Oaks were planted in the city
nursery for use in the downtown area. Alex will check the nursery
inventory to see what is currently available.

Mary Anne and Gale Taylor will meet to talk about how to contract

for Shemanski Fountain work and the moving of the Lincoln statue.

They will get back to Walker & Macy on this issue within a week or
so.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

Mary Anne will meet with Water Bureau representatives in regards
to how the Benson Fountain gets raised and what costs, if any,
will be involved. To minimize coordination and code problems, it
was suggested that the Water Bureau, rather than the site
contractor, should do the work.

Steve said that, if possible, he would like to see the roses
eliminated from Block 9. Mary Anne indicated that the roses were
mentioned during the Design Commission hearings and will probably
have to be maintained.

Larry Brown and Mary Anne said they would like to see the Azaleas
removed from block 8, with grass panels as a replacement (same
design as blocks 10-12).

Ben indicated that shrub beds will need to be used in block 7
because of maintenance issues. It was agreed that shrub beds are
appropriate in block 7.

Steve questioned the idea of planting annuals behind a border
hedge since most annuals are less than 12 inches tall. Steve will
review the questions of curb height around these beds, whether the
center of the beds should be mounded up, and whether a perennial

hedge should border the beds. He will respond with these answers
within one week.

There was discussion about whether the site contractor or the
parks staff should install plant materials in the planting beds.
It was generally agreed that, to create a finished look, the site
contractor should install all plant materials (except trees).
However, it may be appropriate to use a change order during
construction for the purchase and installation of annuals.

Steve will furnish a topsoil specification which is being
successfully used. This specification calls for a city inspector
to review the location from which topsoil is proposed to be
provided.

Linda Little discussed the concept of using both larger and
smaller trees in the blocks. Mary Anne, Larry Brown, Alex and
Steve all supported the idea of using only larger trees in the
Park Blocks.

Linda will talk to John Brandt to ask him to research several
questions including: size of existing water meters and main taps;
whether the meters can be upsized to 1 inch; and what type of
irrigation system is being installed in the rose beds at
Washington Park.



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

-3-

Linda was instructed to specify the same type of backflow
prevention devices as used on blocks 10-12. Steve will intercede
with plumbing if necessary to insure that this can be
accomplished.

Steve said to use the same spec for imported fill as used for
blocks 10-12.

Steve suggested that ivy be used on steeper slopes in block 7.
(He said it is the only material he has found that will stand up
to abuse and trampling in a public area).

Dan Nelson will salvage irrigation equipment and other items of
value from Blocks 7, 8, and 9, prior to the site contractor's
move-in.

A copy of the proposed tree planting plan, when developed, is to
be forwarded to:

Alex Wynstra

Forestry Division
10910 N. Denver
Portland, Oregon 97217

To meet the project time schedule, answers to all questions posed
will need to be received by Mary Anne and Walker & Macy no later
than Wednesday, October 8, 1986.

WPS/ch
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Bart Guthrie, Bruce Fong, Mary Anne Cassin, Doug, Larry,
Wayne ‘

SUBJECT: South Park Blocks/Meeting with Bureau of Parks Maintenance
Staff

DATE: May 27, 1986

FROM: Ben m

Present: Mary Anne Cassin, Steve Goetz, Jim Gafdner, Brian (?), Ann
Kowalishen, Dan Nelson/Bureau of Parks; Larry, Ben/Walker & .

Macy

Jim- Asked about the type of lights to be used in this project.
Commented that the previous renovation seems a little too
bright.

Mary Anne- Bureau of Street Lighting to experiment with a different
light level in the park block between Jefferson and Columbia
Streets. Also, funding has been approved for street trees
and lights along Park and Ninth Avenues all the way up to
Morrison street.

Jim- Concerned about the corners of the concrete X pattern
walkways through the flower beds. He thought that foot
traffic would always step in the flowers.

Mary Anne/ Asked if the flower areas could be raised up.

Jim

Larry- Suggested they be raised 6"-8" above the major walkways.

Brian- Asked about height of seat wall at Roosevelt statue.

Larry- Stated that those details haven't been worked out yet, but
probably 18".

Steve- Commented that there is no more room to grow flowers in the
Park Bureau greenhouses. Special accommodations would have
to be made to supply them for this park.

Larry- Suggested planting perennial flowers. Also suggested
nasturtiums.

Brian- Thought that perennials would be too limited of a show of

flowers.



Memo
May 27, 1986

Mary Anne- Suggested that we ask the institutions to pay for the
flowers.

Jim- Stated that the flowers could be budgeted and bought on a
retail basis instead of grown.

Steve- Stated that he didn't want the hedges in the design from a
maintenance view point.

Larry- Stated that in all likelihood, they would not be affordable
as was the case in the last project. He preferred to leave
them in the scheme to show intent.

Dan- Stated that it may be difficult to remove the existing roses
from Block 9 because of their sentimental value. :

Ann- Suggested that the new flowers would be enough to offset the
impact.

Larry- Asked the Bureau of Parks to supply a list of desired flowers

for use in this project.

Steve- Suggested that the center panels of blocks 7 and 8 could be
ground cover instead of Azaleas. Ivy and Vinca are
possibilities. Don't use St. John's wort. Other staff
members suggested Pachysandra as a possibility.

Steve- Agreed with the removal of parking from the street. Stated
it had a positive result in the previous renovation.

Steve- Stated that the flower beds may need a 36" high border
barrier to prevent people from walking through them. Also

need a 6' wide path for lawn mowers in lawn areas.

Mary Anne- Stated that there is a written guideline for mower
clearances. She would get a copy.

Larry- Stated that we would use bark mulch in areas where mowers
could not pass through as we did in the last project.

Asked for comments on lighting the gateways.



Memo

May 27, 1986

Steve-

Larry-

Steve-

Stated that ground-mount lights are not usable in a park
setting. Lights need to be out of reach of hands.

Suggested using London Planetree fdr the pleached tree-foil
in Block 7.

Black Walnut at N.E. corner of Block 7 will probably not
survive much longer.

Stated from experience that pleaching trees is difficult.
The tree grid should be re-planted to be complete.

Small flowering trees in Block 7 could be Dogwoods to grow
better in the shade.

One of the small Elm trees in Block 7 has to be 18" lower
than the existing elevation. Steve was asked to comment on
the possibility of lowering it.

Asked us to talk with Alex Wynstra. It may be possible to
move another small Elm from one of the other park blocks.

General Comments:

The park staff was pleased with the design.
They were excited about specific elements of the design:

.renovation of the Schmanski Fountain
.iron-work gateways with flowering vines
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DATE:

FROM:

Parks Planning & Dey,
MEMORANDUM

Gale Taylor, Cathy McTaggart, Steve Goetz, Mary Anne Cassin
Larry Walker, Wayne Stewart, Ben Ngan

South Park Blocks Meeting with Parks Personnel
Present: John Brandt, Cathy McTaggart, Steve Goetz,
Linda Little

October 3, 1986

Linda Little /&2~

1. Steve and Cathy are concerned about the square footage of annual

beds.

Our plans show 2000 square feet of annuals. They have a

maintenance budget for 1200 square feet of annuals. They have a
limited amount of greenhouse space. Cathy will see if there are
other annual beds in the city that can be scrapped to allow for
these new beds. Cathy would like to see a reduction in the number
of annual beds on Block 9.

2. Steve would like to see a 10" curb around the raised beds.

3. Ann wants the annual beds to be crowned with a high point 14" from
the top of the surrounding curb. The soil level adjacent to the
curb should be below the top of the curb.

4. Steve and Ann do not want any hedge around the annual beds
regardless of height.

5. John:

Use low angle or flat sprays to irrigate the roses. Use

Rainbird 1800 series.

6. Steve and Ann: Would like to cut down the square footage of
annuals, but do not want to see shrubs combined with annuals in
the same bed. Suggested planting the two interior beds in roses
or lawn.

7. Cathy will compile a list of preferred roses.

8. Steve does not want the small trees on Block 9. He says they are
a deviation from the original plan.

9. Steve and Cathy are concerned about vandalism of 1 gallon size
shrubs in Block 8. Install larger size. Shrub beds on this block
are another maintenance cost that they haven't anticipated.



10.

11.

12.

13.
14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Steve and Cathy: Would like to keep involvement of Public Works
to a minimum to save money.

Steve: On Blocks 10, 11, and 12, there were complications
involved in the installation of the Hastings pavers. He would
like to have Gale Taylor and Waye Oberding (sp?) provide input on
the specifications for this item.

Steve and Cathy: Irrigate the shrubs separately. At a minimum,
provide a quick coupling valve in each shrub bed so that soaker
hoses do not have to cross walkways.

Cathy: People walk through shrub beds more often than annual
beds. (Another reason that she is opposed to shrub beds)

Steve: Concerned about fill over the two existing Elms in the
raised bed on Block 8.

Steve and Cathy: They are skeptical about survival of any
plantings installed prior to Artquake. Steve will see if Artquake
can be relocated for that year.

John: The cost to install a new 1" meter with a 1" supply line in
Blocks 7 and 8 will be $ 1050 for each block. It is important to
them that Blocks 7 and 8 have these larger meters. If the
construction budget does not stretch to cover these two meters,
they will finance them through other means.

I requested that the meter in Block 8 be located 5 feet from its
present location to get it out of the proposed walkway.

John said that even though it would not be any big deal for them
to do this, the Water Bureau would label it "meter relocation'" and
would add on an extra charge. If someone asks the workers on
site, they will do it without the extra charge.

John reviewed the construction details for the irrigation system
and provided updated copies of city details for the remote control
valve, quick coupling valve, pop-up swing joint, double check
valve, and manual drain valve.

Steve recommended using the European Green Beech that Alex Wynstra
has, because they will tolerate understory conditions and may
mature faster than the other trees being considered. If Red Oaks
are used, they should only be located where they can get full sun.
Sugar Maples will tolerate shade.

LRL/ch



April 11, 986

Meeting Minutes from Rev. Joe Smith

Priorities:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Remove all parking. On-street spaces create a safety hazard
for pedestrians. Would be willing to run a parking garage

as a non-profit institution.

Doesn't 1like ''Shadow of the Elm".

Steve Gillman sculpture should have more complete program,
i.e. water or flame.

Hedges should be added to program on completed blocks.

A lot more could have been done to the blocks.

Should be a flexible design process where people who want to
donate could. He knows of sculptors who would want to put
pieces in.

Sidewalks and walls are valuable places for art. Leave details,
(settings) for art.

No above ground utility boxes. The one on the completed block
does not belong there, and looks terrible.

In support of the existing historic sculpture. Should not
change base or location if it was done historically that way.
Pieces can be enhanced by water at the base.

Things should be alive or moving - water, flames, fish pond,
ete. ‘

Hastings pavers are an acceptable material. They are a bit
dull in winter. Darker or lighter color would be preferable.
The multitudinous 'No Parking' signs are a big detraction from
light standards - there doesn't need to be so many.

Park blocks need more color. Volunteers will help to take
care of flowers - contracts can be let (reduction on property
tax?) That's how they are taken care of in Victoria B.C.

Seed money and volunteer leadership is available for a parking
structure. He volunteered to organize the neighbors. It would
take two weeks and he could get them each to put in $10,000

or so. All they need is a low interest loan. Property is
available.



April 11, 1986

Meeting with Patrick Harrington:

A.

Minutes:
Scheduling

Sunday, September 13, 1987 is scheduled symphony opening
New theatre gala event grand opening and open house is
scheduled for mid-June, 1987

First two blocks would be critical to events, it would be
nice if they were finished.

Street lighting on building side should be done by then if
at all possible.

Street cannot be closed from June, 1987 on, as trucks will
need street for loading zone.

Improvement Ideas (in order of priority):

1z
2.

3

Improve street lighting in general area

People traffic in park should allow diagonal or mid-block
crossing, especially at Performing Center entrances
Outdoor use of festival space: Chamber music?

Permanent stage may not be good investment - not big
enough and intrusion on space

Umbrellas - mimes - concerts - brown bag - impromptu
subtle but highly visual - food vendors supplement to
theatre space

People attracter - fountains are nice

Low shrubs - flowers - attraction in itself

COLOR - more appropriate than water

Comfortable places to sit - not just park benches: lawn -
seating walls .

No opinion about sculpture ' ~

Fountain in Seattle Center that is large and attractlve
is a good model



April 15, 1986

Meeting with Thomas Vaughan
Oregon Historical Society

15,

. Oregon Historical Society is in a transitional state. There are plans to buy

the building to the north and then they will own the entire block. Factors
include parking: two levels; and traffic circulation.

. Parking is critical to the neighborhood. A parking structure would take the

edge off it.

. Neutral about the three completed blocks. Perhaps the missed opportunity is

worst aspect. Sculpture is a disappointment - especially for children using
the neighborhood.

. Lighting is an improvement, but color tone is bad. Different light bulb but

fixture is fine.

. Present park Tacks definition. Hedges would be fine but only if they are low.

Overgrown shrubbery is not appropriate. Edges would help to control people
traffic.

. Program element for new restroom should be included. Garden clubs should be

consulted - they could help. Existing roses are marvelous - they are well-
tended, nothing but praise for park workers.

. Teddy Roosevelt sculpture should not be moved - 180° turn would be appropriate,

but not 90° turn. Should not be lowered - it commands respect from being on
pedestal. Thorough review should be conducted before any changes, including
public hearing.

. Arlington Clubbuilding and Benson fountain are unremarkable ending for park

blocks.

. More Benson fountains should be in the blocks. Would be a wonderful addition.
10.
11.
12.
. Gray pavers must be improved. Too monotonous.
14.

Benches are necessary.
Activities is the key to ridding the blocks of vagrants.
Appropriate architecture should face the blocks.

More pizzazz for these blocks. More imagination in the search for proper
solutions. This is the last big chance to do something grand with a truly
noble space.

It is the intention of Oregon Historical Society to add housing above their
new building.

MAC/vc



April 15, 1986

Meeting Minutes

Lee Lacey/First Congregational Church

1.

Church Tikes completed park as a people place. They are an oasis from hard
gray edges of downtown. Benches, treah receptacles, and pots of flowers should
be part of the new blocks.

. Church members can imagine meeting places outside. They will need street

furniture, drinking fountains. Lighting is a great help, especially at 5 p.m.
on winter nights. Currently, staff has to walk people to their cars one block
away because of fear.

Church would welcome more usable space in the park for these uses: picnics,
meetings, festivals, poetry readings (PSU sponsored), dance exhibits, etc.

Trees are very important for summer shade. Flower beds would be nice addition.
Design should be kept simple near P.A.C. and high use areas.

Sculptures are part of over-all aesthetics of park. They are most appropriate
in the block by the Art Museum. Schemansky fountain is considered precious.

Restrooms are desperately needed. People currently use church restrooms, trash
receptacles, etc. Average of 10-12 people use church facilities daily.



April 16, 1986

Meeting with Dorothy Pierce, First Christian Church

o O

OO0 O000O0

The church's biggest disappointment with the completed blocks
relates to the children's play area. It is not safe for play
space, especially the '"Peace Chant"'" sculpture, which is sharp-
edged and dangerous.

Parking will be a sensitive issue - should be solved instead
of studied. Church lost members when they lost 64 spaces on
completed blocks.

Parks should be more friendly and usable.

Parks should be safer: more patrolling by police; additional
lighting; posted for no alcohol; no high shrubbery;lots of active
programmed uses would help deter '"undesirables'.

Include lots of lawn, soft play surface, benches in program,
as well as sculptures that are playable.

Groups use adjacent institutions, and could use spac<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>