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PART 1.0, SCOPE, PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 
 
These administrative rules are intended to clarify the requirements for residential energy 
performance rating and disclosure within Portland City Code (PCC) Chapter 17.108, also known as 
the Home Energy Score program. PCC Chapter 17.108 seeks to make energy performance in 
residential buildings transparent, to enable more knowledgeable decisions about the full costs of 
operating home, to motivate energy efficiency investments in homes that lower utility bills, to reduce 
carbon emissions, and increase comfort, safety and health for home owners. 
 
Portland’s Climate Action Plan seeks to reduce carbon emission 40 percent below 1990 levels by 
2030 and 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. Buildings are the largest source of carbon 
emissions in Portland. One key Climate Action Plan objective is to reduce the total energy use of 
existing buildings and to achieve zero net carbon emissions in all new buildings.  
 
Local government plays a critical role in making it easier for people to save energy, protect against 
rising energy prices and reduce carbon pollution. The Home Energy Score program seeks to 
accelerate market adoption of energy efficiency by requiring the disclosure of a home energy 
performance report, including a U.S. DOE Home Energy Score, before listing a home for sale in the 
city of Portland. Requiring home energy scores is one policy tool the City has available to catalyze 
change in the residential sector.  
 
PART 2.0, ADOPTION AND REVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 
 
A. Director's Authority to Adopt Rules   

 
The Director of the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability (BPS) has authority under PCC 
17.108.030 to adopt administrative rules, procedures and forms to implement the provisions 
of PCC Chapter 17.108. 

 
B. Adoption and Revision of Rules 
 

1. In adopting or revising any administrative rule, the Director shall act in accordance with PCC 
17.108.030.   

 
2. After receiving comments on a proposed rule or revision to an existing rule, the Director shall 

conduct additional public review if a substantial modification is made.  If a substantial 
modification is made, additional public review shall be conducted, but no additional notice 
shall be required if such additional review is announced at the meeting at which the 
modification is made.  The Director shall determine whether a modification is substantial or 
not.  
 

3. Notwithstanding paragraphs 1. and 2. of this section, an interim rule may be adopted by the 
Director without prior notice upon a finding that failure to act promptly will result in serious 
prejudice to the public interest or the interest of the affected parties, including the specific 
reasons for such prejudice. Within five (5) business days of the adoption of such interim rule, 
BPS staff shall send notice of the rule change, giving the language of the rule change, 
describing the purpose of the rule, and inviting the submission of comments by email from 
Neighborhood Associations recognized by the City Office of Neighborhood Involvement, 
District Coalitions recognized by the City Office of Neighborhood Involvement, and persons 
on the BPS list of parties interested in the Home Energy Score program. Any interim rule 
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adopted by the Director may be effective for a period of 365 days from the date that the 
interim rule is adopted.  

 
 
PART 3.0, RESIDENTIAL ENERGY PERFORMANCE RATING AND DISCLOSURE 
 
Part 3.1, Definitions: As used in these administrative rules, the following words and phrases shall 
be construed as defined in this Section, unless the context indicates a different meaning is intended. 
 
A. “Director” means the Director of the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability or his or her 

authorized representative, designee or agent.  
 

B. “Energy” means electricity, natural gas, propane, steam, heating oil, wood or other product sold 
for use in a building, or renewable on-site electricity generation, for purposes of providing 
heating, cooling, lighting, water heating, or for powering or fueling other end-uses in the building 
and related facilities.  

 
C. “Home” means any residential structure containing a single dwelling unit or house, regardless of 

size, on its own lot. “Home” also includes attached single dwelling unit, regardless of whether it is 
located on its own lot, where each unit extends from foundation to roof, such as a row house, 
attached house, common-wall house, duplex, or townhouse.  
 

D.  “Home Energy Assessor” means a person who is certified as a home energy assessor by the 
Oregon Construction Contractors Board to determine home energy performance scores for 
residential dwelling units.  

 
E. “Home Energy Performance Report” means the report prepared by a home energy assessor 

in compliance with Oregon Administrative Rules adopted by the Oregon Department of Energy 
for the Oregon Home Energy Performance Score Standard.  
 

F. “Home Energy Performance Score” means an asset rating that is based on physical 
inspection of the home or design documents used for the home’s construction.  

 
Part 3.2, Requirements for Home Energy Performance Report 
 

1. To comply with the requirements of Portland City Code Chapter 17.108, a Home Energy 
Performance Report must include the following information:  

a. The U.S. Department of Energy (US DOE) Home Energy Score and an explanation of 
the score; 

b. An estimate of the total annual energy used in the home in retail units of energy, by 
fuel type;  

c. An estimate of the total annual energy generated by on-site solar electric, wind 
electric, hydroelectric, and solar water heating systems in retail units of energy, by 
type of fuel displaced by the generation; 

d. An estimate of the total annual cost of energy purchased for use in the home in 
dollars, by fuel type, based on the current average annual retail residential energy 
price of the utility serving the covered building at the time of the report and the 
average annual energy prices of non-regulated fuels, by fuel type, as provided by the 
Oregon Department of Energy;  
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e. The current average annual utility retail residential energy price in dollars, by fuel 
type, and the average annual energy prices of non-regulated fuels, by fuel type, 
provided by the Oregon Department of Energy and used to determine the costs 
described in this section;  

f. The name and contact information for the entity that assigned the home energy 
performance score and that entity’s Construction Contractors Board license number if 
such a license is required by law; 

g. The date the building energy assessment was performed; 
h. The expiration date for the Home Energy Performance Report; and 
i. The address, year built, and heated square footage of the home; 
j. An estimate of the home’s greenhouse gas emissions based on the Home Energy 

Score estimate of the home’s energy use, fuel types, and utility and fuel specific 
emission factors provided by the Oregon Department of Energy.  

k. The statement “This report meets Oregon’s Home Energy Performance Score 
standard and complies with Portland City Code Chapter 17.108.”  

 
2. Home Energy Performance Reports shall comply with the requirements of Oregon 

Administrative Rules adopted by Oregon Department of Energy for Oregon’s Home Energy 
Performance Score Standard. 
 

3. Only state licensed Home Energy Assessors may produce Home Energy Performance 
Reports. 
 

4. Home Energy Performance Reports shall include an Official Assessment ID number provided 
by US DOE.   
 

5. Compliant Home Energy Performance Reports for existing homes shall use the format set 
forth in the attached Exhibit A. The specific information identified in the various fields will vary 
between individual homes. Compliant Home Energy Performance Reports shall be printed on 
the front and back sides of a single sheet of paper in 8.5 by 11-inch format. Home Energy 
Performance Reports may also be prepared electronically in the same format.   
 

6. Compliant Home Energy Performance Reports for newly constructed homes that have not 
been previously occupied shall use the format set forth in the attached Exhibit B. The specific 
information identified in the various fields will vary between individual newly constructed 
homes. Compliant Home Energy Performance Reports for newly constructed homes shall be 
printed on the front side of a single sheet of paper in 8.5 by 11-inch format. Home Energy 
Performance Reports may also be prepared electronically in the same format.  
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Exhibit A: Home Energy Performance Report for Existing Homes 
(SAMPLE – NOT AN ACTUAL HOME) 
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Exhibit B: Home Energy Performance Report for Newly Constructed Homes 
(SAMPLE – NOT AN ACTUAL HOME) 
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