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Hon.T.Aiba, 

Consular Agent tor Japan, 

Portland,Oregon. 

Dear Sir:-

Jan.2nd.1901. 

I tun in receipt of youz• comounioation ·of the 28th 

of December 1907, with an oncloeure containing excerpts from n•••• 

paper• ot this City in relation to some r~atk• made by me in an 

ad dress delivered to the National Guard Aseociation held at the 

Armory a few days ago . In your communication you aek if I haye been 

correctly quoted in relation to tho same . 

In reply to your favor I have to say that the prose report• 

at what was said by me ere a much jumbled mixture of fact• and 

fancie1, eo much eo that I cannot separate the true from the false 

upon the slips sent to me by you and for this reaoon I will state 

what I did say at the meeting referred to abou•,which wae a• fol• 

low•: 

"I have been informed that certain person• citjz&n• of a 

foreign nation were soen making map and taking photographs of the 

strategical points about this City". The persons to ,hom I reforr•d 

were Japanese ; though I did not say so . I otatod that I h d lao been 

infom,med that these person■ were men of high rank in the Army of 

their country . I further stated that" I did not know tho objeot of 

such obeervatione, as were being nade,whether they were done merely 

ae a matter of curiouoity or otherwise, but that I ha4 reported 

the matter to Waehington aa it had been reported to me . I made no 



oo~ment upon tho m•tter farther and aekod that my iemarke be treat­

ed as confidential and that they be not published. 

I also said that I had been told that a number ot military 

o! ficere of tho Japanese Army were in this City at th_at time. 

This cover• what I said upen the subject.except that I com­

mented to a newspaper reporter, upon the folly ot placing the mean• 

and op portunity to cut off tho comwunications of a community in 

tho hands of poraon• other than loyal citizen• of that country. 

Aeked II If I thought that my report to Washington had anything 

to do with tho dispatching of the fle ot to this Coaet?" I said that 

I did not think so. 

Vory respectfully youre, 

Mayor. 



Q ONSULATE OF JAPAN 
PORTLAND, OREGON 

P . 0 . BOX 136 

Hon. Harry I.ane, M. D. , 

1-fayor of PortlA.nd, Oregon. 

De::ir Sir:-

PORTLAND, ORE . Dec. 28 , 190?. 

Yesterd:iy' s Telegram r.md this morning 's Oregonic:m both report 

an addrc➔ ss delivered by you yesterday forenoon, in your official 

capacity of ~fayor of this city , to the Nat.ionA.l Guard Association 

then assembled at the Armory. 

I enclose copy of both reports. 

Wi ll you kindly stflte Nhether you have been correctly n -)port­

ed? And, in case there be ::iny inaccuracy in the reports, correct 

such inaccuraci es , and kindly return to me the enclosure t~Js cor­

rected 

Very respectfully Yours, 

Consular .Agent for Japan. 

p. s. I left between i:.he lines of thH copy sufficient spA.ce for 

possible correct, ions. 



OONSULATE OF JAPAN 
PORTLAND, OREGON 

P . 0 . BOX 136 

Hon. Hi1rry Vme, H. D. , 

M11yor of Port1i1nd, Or(➔gc;n. 

Denr Sir: -

PORTLAND, oRE. J11n. 3, l ':1 08 . 

I beg ;~o i1ckn0.v.L ed{_:;r, r ecoipt-, of Juur c ornm.un ica t iun be~1ri nG 

dnte of .Tr.mu::iry t he 2nd . 1908, in ;.inswor to rn ino of Dec emhor t he ;28th 

l90'i'/. 
Yours very respectfully , 



The 0regonim1 of Dec . 2H , l 9o'/ , p. .i4 col . .1, under the be,'lding 

0 .1apanese makR _Portland maps. Mayor Vmo ascc=wt,::iin:=, thffti
1 

f orni t:lll-3-r s 

hHve prep;:irAd dntailed dr1-:u1ines . Advises vfor T)epru"t!"leh:, . " pu1:ili shes 

the f ollo vdng : 

"'rhHt information f1Jrnishod the ',foshintt,on n.oyernment by ~1/fayor 

class m::i,s of this ci~y and surr0lmdi r1t~ cc_untr~r , in pArt, A7i loast , 

c::iusAd the disym+,criinr.~ of t,he creat hi=r'-,tleshi1:i fieAt, from tho Atlr:1ntic 

t o the P;wific , is the bt=dief of Port lan<l's chit1f exec1jt ive . Re 

f urtlrnr declar es ~h;=it-, the sit lrnt, ion is fT 1-lVe, And sAy s -1-,hr1t the i rmrJ.e-

dii-it e terri t or~r ::ibou+, Por~~land contAins hurdes of drilled J AJ) ::me. se , 

some of whom FU'H r,mking officers in t .he ~1ikado' s Imi)erir:tl Army , ur 

have been such; that :-,hey are trnined in rnilitr1ry t;.)ctics r1nd are 

reHdy fur ins+,ant 8ervice, and that he advised the 'President to ·look 

intc,1 the rm1tter lo:r.![; ag CJ. 

The ' fayor says that there r1re ?j lA.rGe number of .TapAnose in 

·. 

He ::1lsc j au -:-

clares thAt thAy L-.tt·P-;ely cuntrol the mj_litF.try sit1uFi+;i on in Oregon at 

present, b ,ine.; ern1).loyed 1n l::1rge nw11bers by cert~lin rAilrc.,acis , ::ind 
. ....___ 

bei nt; entrusted ,,vith i vnrn.ense supplies of po vvder . 

. 
Jfayor Li=me , in 1-m address before~ the Oreg on N;:,.ti onal Gu::.ird As so-

• 

• 

ciation, at the Armory , y0stfn'?FiY t"'.J.(;rr1i r.ie, mnde his fir~t .1:tnn0unceme:-1t 

-



uf the mntter , flfld his rerni-irks crer1ted Fi profound scmsa+,ion. He did 

not disc10se one-half the infor:nr1tion he is s~-dd. to possess relAtive 

to t11e ;:;iet,ivitv of J~roanese in t.ihj_s vicini t,:v . .. ... - The lfoy or did not men-

tion the n:.ltiurn=iiity to ,;;hj_ch he refnn·t-1d d11rinc; his spe 6ch , but whfm 

interviewed r1t t1he C;ity Hall , he fr:-'ln kl y sfiid thHt he meA.nt the JApan-

ese . 

The HA~ror si:iys he asc er+,nined through inf 0r ~nati on f'urni shod him 

by r1 poli cwnA.n one yAHr f:lgo that J Apt-me se were m::1king ra·ap s of Port lFtnd, 

of i+,s ·lmterpipe lines A.nrl cf t J-w sm-roimrl.int; terrj_+,cJry. He hFid the 

mAtter investig ,:rted, nnd lenrned that it NR.s tou late to stup the 

f oreic;ners, as the} h:-id finished t heir :rnrk . He found out that thev 
" 

h;:irl , secured detni.rnd 1il1:tts of t..he cit :y , of i t;s ,vnter supply and c.if the 

HdJ :-went 'territory . 

After m.aJd ru3 :-in investig r:1tiun t}w Mnyor tcJuk up the mattor Nith 

the War Dopart~1en+,, filing a detailed report of the situaiiiun, :::ind 

r.1lso sur;ge sted to president Roosevelt th:-1t it mi[sht be ,vise to send 

sec:net service ac;ents to this sec~.iic,n of tho co1mtry to investic;at,e. 

The ~1r:1yor wrote to the President stH.tirJB that iihatever might be done 

t o protect t he Ccmst would ·be appreciat(jd. 

"I told the President, 11 s;:iid Mayor Lane, ''thFtt I did nc)t ,vish any 

r epl y or to be inf ormed of any Hcticn that might be t,-.urnn , but I t hink 

trmt probably secn~t, service at_!;c-mt s ;,vere sAnt and that thoir report s 



on the sitw.i~i on .rnre uf suffi c ien'.:,ly t)~;1 ve ir:ipurt t o c;-.iuse the dis--

p F.tt,c!1inr~ of ~he At l ::rn+, i c s qm1dr on ~o t he Pa cifi c Co;:i st . 

"I fir s t l A~rned of the ac~ivi t~, of the .h 1_p 1-mAse i n t hi s n eit_;h-

b orhood one yer-=i.r ar;r; fru:a a po lic errmn , whu di ~c ov8re d one uf t hem t r1k-

inc; a p l;:;it, of +. he wes t ern por t i on uf the -~ Cl vy . I rr1rriediate i n vest i 2;;-:1t icm 

v1as m11de by roe J l e r:i d i nc; to the s t rirt li ng f riCt t ha t the Japanes e hHd 

secured firs t - cl;-;iss maps of the ci t y and s urr 01.mdi n6 s . I consi dered 

t he ma t.tier s o s eri ous t,hnt I c ornr '1un i ca t~e d the inf or ma+,i on to t he War 

.Depar·t.'.'lent J ::md also ·:1rct e r, o President Roo sevel t , Sl{:i~es +, i ne t,h;-it the 

J:1p 11 n ese we r e t uo "busy i n ~hi s locfi.Li t~: to s u i t r1e , and s w·_;g e s +i i ne; an 

F 1-:t rther 

"Ho N rn1-1ny c;f y ou offi cers, 11 h e as ke n. , ::ire a cqu::i i nted Ni th the 

topography of yc;ur• ci t y 11nd the c cnt i !Suou s cc1untr:, s o ·✓vel.L as Hr o t,he 

ae ent s of l'1 c0rt 1-1i n foreic;n nat i on ,vho hav e beon Hc t i ve here g ett i ng 

m::ip s ;-md i nf 0r u1ati on concerni n0 this city as ·1rn ll as other Pacific 

Co;rnt point s ? I t, c:v1e t,o fll:Y att ent i on recont ly t h;:it, t h P- se represent f.!-

tives mnde mHps of every ro1-1dwa y _l ea d i ng into Por t l::ind . TheJ also 

~w:1de rnrip s of our p ipe line s r.mci. c,f our ;i:-:i.i;erivAy s a nd our h 11rbor . Ha s 

i t ever occurred t <; 2ou hoN easy i : ~rn ul d be , wi th such i n f or mnt icm , 

f ur r1 hosti l e fo r efl , s uf f i cHm~ l y lAr g e I tu cut~ of f our ,m te r supply ? 

11 'rh0y Md cuFJ.:p l eted t he i 1· Nurk be f ure I l earned of i t h1J+, I r e-



sentecl such H prac:ti<..:e and r:1t unce nutified the Fed01·1-d Goven1raent, of 

the matt, er . The Goverrurient thanked r1e for the inf u1':fm1:.ion nnd sent Ft 

request thHt I supply :-1ny further inforrn:-ition of n si1riil,u- nnture 

avFtilFt ble . 11 



The 1re+ eGrnm of Dec . 27, 1907, p . .L col . 7, 1Jnder the h8~1dir:JG 

".TAps eye Rose /Ji -';y tsreedily. Bn) ;m spi es have co"1plete ,v~r mHps of 

Portl~rnd 11 pi/h.Li shed the f ol .Lo1ving; 

"In an addre 'rn befure the Tfa.ti unal Gtmrd As suciati on .qt, the Armory 

t hi s morning MRyur Harry Lane informed the gwtrdsmen th1-1t J ;ipanesc:i 

r1gents h,id secured 11ccurate maps of the CitJ of pcJrt land , maps and 

spcwificatiuns of every roadvvay loadi ng into the city rmd of the vari-

ous pipe lines ·ivith dhich the city 1s provided with Nat.er . 'I'he pl;ins 

11nd maps vrnr e Minute and cont,::.iinfld ;i fuller r1nd more complete amGunt 

of information than Hny city official possessed, he said . 

The f'orei€Jnen had co11pleted their investiGat ion and had ~ained 

All the information tht1y dE1sired befure he learned of their operations, 

he declared . As soon as he 11scertairn➔ d Nhr1t had been done, however, hn 

notified the Federal Gover-mrient . He forwarcfod to the au1~hor it ies at 

Washington al.l the information he had g :-1therfl d concerning the Ficticms 

of the J;::,ipanese ;:igents . 11 

And further, 

"I wonder hovr many of you officers are well t-1cquainted with the 

topoc;r::iphy of your ci:iy and r:tdJacent country as ;:ire the representatives 

of a cert;:iin foreign po·:ver .vhose agents have been c;;:ithP. ring information 

;:ibout this, as well as other P;:icific Coast cities . 

"It recen t:,ly came to rny lmo ododt;e th:,.t re pre s fmt Fit i ves of this 



power had boon in Portland [sRthering i:1for ma1-ii on concerning our city 

\ 

and thflt they had for thoir oim p.riv;;ite use mHps of every roHd-~vay lead-

ine; into Portl;;ind. They A.lso have maps of our waterway_s and harbors, 

complete plA.ns nnd mr1ps of our pipe lines, ..vith which our city is sup-

plied •;,rit,h vvatei· . Have ;;iny of yu u ever thouc~ht CJf c;ett 1 rl{~ s1tl'l1lr:ir 

mllps or details, and hFtve any of you ever thought how easy it would be 

for a toreign power, backed with sufficient force, to cut off our water 

supply, or what our city would be without our w11ter supply '? 

''They had gathered all thi s infor:nfition before I learnf~d of it, 

and of course I resented it. I notified the Federal Government of 

wh;:rt, I had le::1rned, and the Goverru:nent replied by thanking me and re-

quest inc that I supply it with any adciitiont-11 information I might ac-

quire of that n::iture. " 



~~~";~-':cr:;c::~;,1{f1&e72±~: ,:1 
I,!ffl'.~l<!.J~e~Govfi7:1riient'of:J~:R-~.!1~sit'. 

,;s,~f~}i~f~~~~~~t' ::· 
-.,-· t .· : ,·· ----- -...... --~ . 

-·1- -·---·- ... -~ . .- ·•J· •:: ~:,--~:~,,-:,-~·~:. -· 
sPJCCU.L nuPATCH To THE ExQUrn.11:n: .,.::1 . .. :-.... , •. :·: .. • 

: . Po~tland, - - Ore.; :::necerrfber' '':2•-~=--Miyor', 
Hai-r!/ ~n~. ~f_Po~!!i\.nd;, :b~i·1~ves .th9:f.the .: -
.dlspatc·h of· the batt\e-shlp fle_et .from the 
Atlantic . to the -Pacific .,;..as occa-sioned _bys" 

. lnfor~ation· furnished . to ·;·th~ ' Gov~~n,;,en t 
by_ ~h1m-~ orie · ye~r _ ago:_ tha t' "'J ;apa;:;_e~e • spies 
had_·: o~·ta.lne·!i . accurate , mS:p,s :-.·o t::this ~· clty -
-~rid tlie""siirrou,;-di,;g:; ;;~'zitry ." _ Th~ Mayor 
ha:1·· not _pu.b!"icly divulged the 

0

info~ation 
he · obtained un_tll to~day, ~_when, _ In an : ad- -· 
dress - before the National : Guard Associa­
tion of · Oregon, •he · took . occa,iion to .wa,rn 

[ 
;;et~:tt:d:l~iah~o~t!ali~~o~:t -s:!~ij::~ ·1 

anese ~:as . the ': na.tlon ' to ~ -,-,t~~ea;" b~f in 
an · Interview , to -nlgh_t . he :_did not"._heslfate 
to •do so. 

"I · was first Informed. of.- th·e activl ty of 
Jap~e:se spies in . Portland by a pollce~a,; 
one year ago,"' safo;;:Miytr"La:°rie: ;,H; -had 
caught _a -- p~rty of the ·· _orl~nta.J,s · rriakin-g a/ 

·plan of the · western- portion of the city. I 
·- :nil.de lmmedfate 'lnvestlgafloh · and learned 
that . the Japanese had· obtained · first-class 
maps, not only_ or the ctty;'' but' also o! the 
roads leading -to Portland ·and o! ·the city's 
water. mains.. . .. -.. --. ... •·• --. ·•·: , 

"I considered the matter so serious ·that I ' 
communicated the Information to the War 
Department and . also ._-wrote . to President 
Roosevelt, ·· telling him· that the Japanese 
were too busy In" this locality to suit me · and 
suggested an Investigation .. _: -by · .Federal_ 
agents." · .... · · · 

-----•------


