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Mr, Frank B, Cole,
Tacoma, Wash,
My dear Sir:
Yours of cthe 23d inst, received, and I tkank ynu for the
same, I note your exceptions to mg statement that the Indians pre-
.

served the forests by burning off the grass and trash every fall, thus
keeping the ground clean and causing but a light {ire,

I would say in furtnerance of my wview, that in the days of

my%farliﬁr boynood and wnefore that time, thnat eguch weg the habit of

the Indians, and in no case did tney'f 1y demage, they kept the

&

ground clean zna open. I have travelled through the big burn betwee

Coos Bay and the Coquille, also the one between Yaquina Bay and Netarts
and the o0ld one Tive miles Fast of Portland beltween tne Columbia

and Clackamas Rivers, Taey burned about 100 yeasrs ago, perhaps longer

i

aco than that, and in no instance has ‘he o0ld gra of fir been

replaced by fir timber, in every case the new gréw{i’ia of maple
gogwood, "Chittum," Willow, Alder, and other small stuff,

I lived in the Coos Bay country in 18673, and heard the legend
of the heavy rains having wasned the ashes into the bay and thus
killing the oysters,and also know of tae oyster shells being dredged
up, proving that they once existed there, Dut, I iiave always suapected
"Starfish" more than the "ashas" story, Netarts Bay 35 years ago
produced tite DLest bystera on this Coast, and the largest, cxcept
"Samonish" bay, but the starfish got them long ago, or at least has
left but a few "runts.,®

I 5till helieve that the Indian did much to preserve the

/
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timber by the means I mentioned, and also that the large firs mentioned
were perhaps caused py other means, At present I am & mendber of the
Portland Water Board, which derives its supply of water from Bull Run Lake
in the Cazscade water shed, about 50 miles square of which Has been
reserved by the Government for the protection of the timber, This tract
has been under the observatiion Qﬂ@goou rangers for several ysars, and
some of their worst fires have been caus;d by lighining during thunder
storms, Otners - and this yarn will startlc you no doubp‘aa it did

, been caused by rocks ° iing off the

me when I heard it - they say &b n

mountain side and strixing agaiﬁst other rocks, the aparks weuld czuse
the dry trash aft r the manner of the old "fiint nd steei® method

of m=king a fire with "tinder" used before matgfes were 1nvehted. g?
sueh causes produce firee now, and it secms to be a fact tney do, why
not then? ‘ At uany rate the risk was infinitely less in a forest fire
from leaves and trash than it 18 now with a c¢olleetion of say 50 years
litteredvover the ground,

As 2 matter of interest along'this line [ wish to add that the
character of timber growth betwe:n the fdoth@}la of the Cascade runge
and the Coast range has changed sometime during the past 500 cr 400
years, and such change is 8till going on, At one time it was all
OQak, Further South tne Oak has been choked out, and is still being
foreasd out by the fir., This is to he s8een here about Portlaud and cen
be traced South down the Willamette Valley as I have often observed, 1
do not think a forest of one kind of growth replaces itsell in ALEH

it exhausts the soil so far as it is conccrned for a long time, tne
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same &8 any other crop'doeﬁ; As for fire it also dsestroys the seed,
and it takes it a long time to become reseeded,
In every foreat ﬁ@ge whers no fire has ever been known the
large trees have their hark.charred, showing the effects of the
.
Indiansg fires, Of course every old pitch root at the foot of a
dead’snar burned,

Very iruly yours,



