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WILBUR & SPENCER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING 

PORTLAND, OREGON jQV, 6th 1908 . 

It has becom~ a nightly custom of tha polic3 officers 

of the Ci tJ of Portln.nJ to go through the nov1 Chin8Hn ,,ouilding 

on North r-ourth Street in Portlrin,1 :i.nd, Nithont any recarct to 

concli tions or ci rcumst:=mces, smash dovm every door that may be 

close l in said b1 1 ildi'"&, irres::-,ectivu of whether or not thtire is 

ar:ythine; "'..;o lead the officers to bc:liev:: th'.lt impropt-Jr con,mc~ 

is b;ine c~rried on by the Chinam~n . For instance , last evening 

Thoe . Kay entered one of the stores in this bui_ding at 4~~ and 

Flandars Streats and smashad certain of the doors in said building 

and coumi ttu<l other der re,la t ions, without si ving any reaoon 

therefor and after said smashing had been properly exocutd\t , 10ft 

tha ~lace , no arrests having bean made , no incrimin~ting evidence 

boing found , and in fc1ct we knov: of our own perf'onsl know:ecl~e thr1 t 

thero was nothing goj ns on in the said oui 1ding th,t t was improper 

or illegal. 

The samo law ou;~ht to be ap!, lied to Chinam m ns is applj t=>ll in 

th□ City of Portland at the present time to wl1itc peorla, as it is 

rt matter of common knowledge that whi tc peorle rtre co1 tirn.19.lly 

violating the r..,rticular rules or laws t>at the police officerR 

clai□ are beinc vjolated by the Chinamen. This is not fair in any 

sense of the word. 



,., EX. BO/RD . 

"'c havt, today noti fiell Chief of Police t_:at w1..; shall 

hold him '1ncl ~he :riolic' officer~, who taln part in the~rn raids 

r,>;po11sibJe for all damage~ that are cori.·,i tted and would ask you 

to make such orders as may be necess~ry to fairly anJ pro~erly 

protec t the Chinan,en ancl their prcpe rty ;ind also to make su-h 

ordars as will apply the laws to white people the same as is 

aprlied to the Chinese and would like also to have your ~xocutivo 

Bonrd make such a provi sion as will compensate the Chinese 

for wanton '1.nd naliciou::; dar:i1ge cn.u,,,ed by the acts of the 

officers of the City of Portland . 

Yours very 



.... .,..._ _ .. ,. ,. 

?communication, from 
Wilbur & Spencer relativ~ to 
raids being made on Chinese and 
re que stinft tha t said Chinese be 
protected--the sr1me as white men • 
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