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Jnlire i!feabquartern 

Honorable Harry Lane, 

Mayor of t he City of Portland, 

City Hall, City. 

Dear Sir: 

Jnrtluuh, ®rrgnu. Aug. 10, 1906. 

In accordance with your request for a statement from me re­

garding disorderly houses located in the lower end of town below Burnside 

Street and east of the Park blocks I have the following to report:- In 

the district bounded by Burnside, Flanders, 6th and 8th Street North 

there are located some half dozen houses which bear the reputation of 

beinG disorderly houses among the residents of that district principally 

from the fact of them having been published in the daily press as such. 

I made a personal investigation and interviewed people living in close 

proximity to some of these alleged disorderly houses and found that they 

were not disturbed in the least by the inmates or visitors of these 

houses, that they had no complain t to make and did not care who lived 

near them. Pretty much all of the within mentioned district (except 

8th Street North facing the park blocks) is ahout evenly divided between 

small stores, dwellings and rooming houses. The district is neither a 

distinctly business or r esidence section. A goodly number of the 

dwellings are occupi ed by colored people, Japanese and some Chinese, and 

with the exception of one saloon on Burnside Street, North 8th Street is 

built up exclusively with small dwellings occupied by laboring classes. 

No house of bad repute should be permitted to locate on this street. 

Some of the Park blocks on this street are now being improved and made 

attractive and people(especially children) in great numbers will seek 



these places for playing grounds and for recreation and all objectionable 

features and places of bad influence should be prohibited and eliminated 

from facing these Park blocks for that reason. Also houses of similar 

character on the streets close to, and leading to the Park blocks should, 

by stringent measures, be compelled to seek more secluded quarters 

further away from these recreation grounds. This would include the 

houses complained of i n the petition, 28 -30 and 32 N. ?th Street. If 

such regulations are carried out, and inmates of disorderly houses be 

kept under strict surveillance and also be kept from making themselves 

unnecessarily conspicuous, it is my- opinion that no more complaints 

would arise from that direction. This matt er of regulating disorderly 

houses is a very difficult one in this city, more so than in most cities 

of similar import for the reason that most other cities have alleys or 

by-ways, etc. built for the reception of that class of people where they 

are to a certain extent unobserved by the general public, while in our 

city all streets are avenues alike and where ever a house of bad repute 

esists the eyes of the whole public are upon it no mater where it is 

located. It is bound to be upon one of these avenues. The house sometimes 

referred to the Frankie Cq1pbell place facing on Park block is still in 

course of construction or repair and not occupied yet, and should never, 

and will not, be permitted to operate as a disorderly house. This is the 

only house near and facing the Park blocks and, in my judgement, is the 

place that is causing all the complaint to be made against the other 

houses in that part of the city. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Acting Chief of Police. 



POLICE 7.:F;_ADQ,UAH'l'F.HS . 

Portland, Oregon . July 1st. 1906. 

Chief of Poli ce; 

Portland, o~e~on. 

Sir: -

I have t 1 e ',c,nor tt> report that I made a round of inves'ti 6 ation 

and inspect ioa Sat urdu.y nit,;}1t ans Sunday morn in~ &nd visited ~ plc...ce 

..... t 4t ~ nd Jweret~ ::'trt::et, knovm as •ro!ly' s Plc:.ce 1....nd four1d t~1at he 

keeps t:1e door connect iug his sal on v;i th t 11e u,.iper rooms open and 

so ~-1~ ... "' it e::.·1 "1e usE.d ai<: time. :ie :!::o..s .!'lade a syste:m.:.tic effort to 

evade the Ordinance -,.nd Rules of t''is nep.p.rtment .: .... nd I have also 

to re. or .. that ::e :e:p"v :1is saloon o ion 2.fter ,~~ urs on t.::.e above date. 

•r1 1.ere is considerable aggravation to t is case and believe that 

a vigor,,us :;irosecut ion 1ro;.1ld ca .se tnis monstrous exrurnle of inunvra.li ty 

to cor.1~1ly wjtr. ~11e law in t~1E: futu1·e, or close his place . 

He }i as erected a "blind Door" which has the ap 1ear&nce of bedmg 

n3.iled, but 'Nh ic'1 cs..n readily be opened by sl idin, :.i. rn il Placed 

there for thP. :mr::_:iC'se . He 1'ad drinl.:s 0n the "tar when ·-:e entt.. r ed. 

Or:rice.c ~rears was present at ti1is irnres~i_;cl.tion . 


