
Show compassion; put gun, bill on ballot 
M l 
By Lew Church 

Part ofme has always 
stayed 14 years old . .l3ut 
why?Whathappened 
when I was 14? 1968 

happened. A year of war, a 
year of assassinations. 

The year 1968 was both pre-
ceded and then followed by 
acts of senseless violence at 
home and abroad. Sometimes 
this was personal violence. 

Seven years earlier, in 1961, 
our family lost 
our mom, Nellie 
Lorene Church. 
My brother Carl 
was 4 years old, 
and I was 7 
when she died 
in a single-car 
crash driving 
home from 
work on black 
ice in Iowa. She 
was decapitated 

CHURCH 

in the crash. Our mom was 
driving home from her job as a 
registered nurse in the emer-
gency room at Sioux City hos-
pital. To our family; this 
seemed to be an act of sense-
less violence, and we learned 
about losing a loved one. 

The excellent op-ed in the 
Tribune ("Please do somethi.JJ.g 
about shootings," May 31) by 
Tualatin High junior Emma 
Chamseddine explains elo-
quently why we need to stop 
senseless acts of violence from 
guns and mass shootings. 

While my mom was not 
killed by a bullet, those of us 
who have .lost a parent, a child, 
a brother, a sister or a class-

mate can, as Emma suggests, 
take action \,0 halt preventable, 
senseless acts of violence. 

Let's work to put Initiative Pe-
tition 43 on Oregon's ballot to halt 
the sale of assault weapons and 
high-caliber magazines. The bal-
lot title has been approved, and 
M43 proponents are confident 
they will quickly gather signa-
tures to qualify this sensible mea-
sure for the November ballot. 

At Portland State, I was able 
to write a grant for our pro-gun 
control conference, generously 
supported by the Northwest's 
McKenzie River Gathering 
Foundation. In addition to the 
conference itself, we also print-
ed up 800 buttons with four 
messages: "Long Live Gabi Gif-
fords!," "Gun Control Now!," 
"Trayvon Lives!," and "Stop 
the NRA!" Not surprisingly, 
the last button was the most 
popular. · 

Effective gun control laws 
have been passed in Europe 
and Australia: In the age of 
Trump, the NRA and a hesi-
tant Congress, we also need to 
pass sensible gun laws in "the 
best democracy in the world." 

Some retailers have taken 
the lead on this, such as Dick's 
Sporting Goods and other out-
lets. Businesses, at times, can 
lead when government hesi-
tates - or cowers, as the case 
maybe. 

But we also need to regulate, 
by law, the one thing that 
causes mass shootings, from 
Columbine to Sandy Hook, 
from Umpqua Community Col-
lege in Oregon to Parkland 
High School in Florida: guns 
and bullets. 

I mentioned the car crash 
that killed my mother. As it 
happens, she was driving a 
rear-engine Volkswagen Beetle. 
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Virtially all of these rifles and their magazines at a gun store in the region will be illegal to sell if IP 43 makes 
the November 2018 ballot and is approved by the voters. 

Consumer advocate Ralph Nad-
er, in his pivotal book, "Unsafe 
at Any Speed," highlighted the 
unsafe nature of rear-engine 
cars like the Corvair. In time, 
both rear-engine VWs and Cor-
vairs were taken off the market. 

Car safety, of course, is less 
controversial than gun safety. 
Libertarians are quick to insist 
that the "free market" is sacro-
sanct. Granted, the "free mar-
ket" is absolutely "the god of 
idolatry" for some folks. How-
ever, such idolatry is false, and 
will not bring back a single stu-
dent or teacher from Sandy 
Hook or from Parkland. 

Part of me has always stayed 
14 years old. In 1968, Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and presidential 

candidate Sen. Robert F. Kenne-
dy were killed by gun violence. 

Two years later, on May 5, 
1970, five of us on my high 
school's newspaper staff wore 
black armbands to school to 
protest yet another shooting. 
This time, four college stu.dents 
protesting U.S. Vietnam War 
policy and Nixon's invasion in-
to Laos and Cambodia were 
shot and killed by Ohio Nation-
al Guard troops at Kent State. 
As teenagers who planned to 
go to college upon graduation, 
we felt it was a bad idea to be 
shooting and killing college 
students in our country. 

Today's high school students 
- like Tualatin High School's 
Emma Chamseddine - are 

rightly afraid that when they 
are studying in what is sup-
posed to be a safe place -- their 
school - they don't feel safe, 
and fear for their lives, from ac-
tive shooters. 

Bobby Kennedy, the night of 
his assassination in June 1968, 
gave a short acceptance speech 
in Los Angeles after winning 
the California presidential pri-
mary. Kennedy said, "The Unit-
ed States is a great country and 
a compassionate country." To-
day, in June of 2018, we need to 
use our compassion to act. 

Lew Church is the coordinator of the 
Portland Gray Panthers. Reach him 
at POB4001l@juno.com or 503-222-
2974. 



PORTLAND GRAY PANTHERS TENANT RIGHTS PROJECT 

TOP BEN 
CARSON'S 
300% RENT 
HIKE FOR HUD 
TENAN S! 
The NY Times says Portland is already "Tent City USA. 11 like Parkland 
students on another issue -- on housing - "We Call BS!" 

Portland Gray Panthers meets 

Saturdays, 4pm, PSU Chit Chat Cafe 

1907 SW Sixth on Green MAX by Hot Lips Pizza 

We are now on facebook "Portland Gray Panthers 2018" 
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Fighting Ben Carson's 300 Percent Rent Hike 
Portland's 
Gray Panthers 
mobilize 
BY LEW CHURCH 

Ben Carson, Donald Trump's 
Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), proposed a 
300 percent rent hike last month 
against low-income tenants across 
the country. Portland Gray Pan-
thers is fighting back! 
• In the excellent Portland Ob-
-server opinion article ("Wrong 
Time to Cut Back on Public Hous-
ing," May 9 issue) writer Ebony 
Slaughter-Johnson correctly chas-
tised Carson's plan which only 
throws fuel on the fire of this na-
tional housing crisis. 

In Oregon, we have seen nation-
al publications like the New York 
Times already label Portland as 
"Tent City USA." And in a now-in-
famous direct mail piece for last 
week's primary election for Port-
land City Council, losing candidate 
Stuart Emmons issued a dire warn-
ing that "tents and tarps are coming 
to your neighborhood." 

During a public forum on hous-
ing and homelessness held last 
month at the offices of Metro, 
50 attendees beard speaker after 

speaker cite one of the primary rea-
sons for folks camping out in tents 
and sleeping on sidewalks is sky-
rocketing rents. 

Last year, the Oregon House and 
Gov. Kate Brown supported ·a bill 
to legalize rent control by cities in 
Oregon, only to be blocked in the 
Senate by Rod Monroe, a southeast 
Portland lawmaker who was just 
defeated in the May 15 Primary. 

Advocates for tenants will be 
back and plan to see rent control 

come tenants, seniors an~ people 
with disabilities at the Butte and 
Biltmore buildings, downtown. At 
one point, Gray Panther members 
organized a six-month rent strike at 
PSU to protest frequent rent hikes, 
lack of repairs and management 
problems with a subcontracted 
landlord management finn. 

As the rent strike developed, 
coed tenants reported one building 
manager for using his pass key to 
enter apartments and refusing to 

Housing is a basic human right. 
The Trump Administration, per-
sonified in this case by the HUD 
secretary, seeks to trample on the 
ability of workers and poor folk to 
keep their apartments and not be 
evicted. 

As we now know, Carson last 
year sought to purchase a $30,000 
dinette set (with blue satin trim) 
for his office location in Washing-
ton, D.C. -- a purchase that was 
rescinded under the lens of public 

Housing is a basic human right. The Trump 
Administration, personified in this case by the HUD 
secretary, seeks to trample on the ability of workers and 
poor folk to keep their apartments and not be evicted. 
legalized in Oregon and halt Car-
son's rent hike, as well. 

Our newly-revitalized Portland 
Gray Panthers group seeks to halt 
this HUD "fire sale" of gargan-
tuan rent hikes, threats and evic-
tions. The chapter is meeting on 
Saturdays at 4 p.m. at Portland 
State University's Chit Chat Cafe, 
located at 1907 S.W. Sixth and on 
the Green MAX, next to Hot Lips 
Pizza. 

Tenant advocates have worked 
over the past two years with low-in-

leave, a violation oflandlord-tenant 
law and a criminal offense. That 
manager was then fired. 

With the help of the Tenant 
Rights Project and activist PSU 
students, Gray Panthers organizers 
also gave a landlord-tenant work-
shop to undergrads at Reed Col-
lege, and Reed generously donated 
$300 to the effort. The meeting was 
disrupted, however, by a represen-
tative for a downtown landlord 
who falsely represented himself as 
a lawyer. 

scrutiny. 
Working with the National Gray 

Panthers network, Justice in Ag-
ing and Carson Watch -- Portland 
tenant rights organizers plan to 
counter Carson's tone-deaf rent 
hike proposal with news confer-
ences, pickets, demonstrations and 
a letter writing campaign. 

Like Trump's budget cut pro-
posals for Medicare, food stamps 
(SNAP), National Public Radio, the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and other programs that benefit 

people throughout our country --
the HUD rent hike proposal is one 
more step in a Trump-Carson at-
tack on folks who have worked all 
their lives, who may be disabled, 
who may be women or mothers 
with children, and on many com-
munities across our land. 

Writing almost two centuries 
ago, Kart' Marx might have been 
thinking of the Trump era when 
he said" ... passions without truth, 
truths without passions; heroes 
without heroic deeds, history with-
out events; development whose 
sole driving force seems to be the 
calendar, wearying with constant 
repetition of the same tensions and 
relaxations ... " 

In other words, Trump, Cars.on 
and their ilk simply seek to wear 
folks down, and, hope by hope, 
Twitter by Twitter, to silence dis-
sent and opposition. While not 
every tenant has read Karl Marx, 
many have heard the reframe from 
a more recent civil rights organiz-
er, Malcolm X, to fight the powers 
that be "By Any Means Neces-
sary." 

Lew Church is coordinator 
of Portland Gray Panthers and 
founding publisher and editor of 
two activist Portland State Uni-
versity papers, the Rearguard and . 
the Agitator. 
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By LEW CHURCH 

I 1 response to the assaults 
and affronts agamst seniors 
and others in the ctment polit-
1cal climate, the Gray Panthers 
has organized a new chapter 
here in the Northwest. 

Maggie Kuhn founded the 
original group in the 1970s, 
but here in Oregon, both 
Bobbi Gary and Ron Wyden 
(pre-public official version) 
were Gray Panther organizers. 

Today, there is more need 
for seniors to advocate and or-
ganize than ever before. 
Medicare, Medicaid, SNAP 
(food stamps), NPR (National 
Public Radio) and the EPJ\. 
(Environmental Protection 
Agency) are just a few budget 
cut targets at the federal level, 
by conservalive forces on 
Pcnnsylvarna Avenue and 1.n 
the U.S. Congress. 

r 
We meet at 4 p.m. Saturday, 

1825 SW Broadway, Po1tland. 
Call 503-222-2974- or email 
POB40l l@juno.com. 

The new Gray Panthers 
uses an intersectional r1nd in-

tergenerational orgamzmg 
model. This means that organ-
izers think the #MeToo move-
ment has shared in,erests with 
Black Lives Matter, and that 
Parkland student organizers 
share interests wi,h older 
folks, ipsofacto. 

As a progressive, demo-
cratic orgamzation, Gray Pan-
thers seeb ideas for new 
organizing projects and for 
outrcacl0 that forms broad-
based alliances. Some areas of 
focus include the UJ)coming 
Poor People's i\t:arch on 

r 
'Nashington, rent control m 
Oregon, housing advocacy for 
seniors, possible impeachment 
strategies, and the utility of 
such lH1 approach. 

For four years, we've held a 
weekly progressive film fest 
to share and promote films 
that may not be w1deiy 
viewed, but which resonate, 
locally and globally, w1th 
oider adults and the disenfran-
chised. 

The U.S. economy 1s 
"booming" for some, but not 
everyone can afford a $5 mil-
hon condo in Portland's Pearl 
District - much less a week 
end getaway m Floricia at 
Mar--a-Lago. Ben Ca,·son. sec-
retary of 'he U.S Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment, has been in the news 
recently for purchasing a 
$30,000, I 0-piece mahogany 
dinette se, (with blue satin 
trim) for his office (a purchase 
eventually rescinded). 

On the other hand, Pa 1ther 
organizers have found tenants 
in Portland's HUD buildings 
hving with pest control prob-
lems and landlord bureau-
cracy. Beth, 65, and livmg 
with cancer, for example, tells 
us she wakes up crying and 
screaming in the night, reach-
ing for her can of roach spray. 
Twice she has sat down to eat 
and found roaches in her food. 

Oregon Landlord--Temmt 
Low requires landlords to pro-
vide ''habitable, livable hous, 
ing so tenants can peacefully 
enjoy the premiSes." Tenants 
a;-gue tlwt some of these build· 
mgs see1.11 hke they are in 
Chicago ·· not "liberal, pro-

gressive" Portlan<l. 
Through its weekly meet-

ings, Panthers hope to bridge 
the gal!) in the new, electronic 
environment, where people 
can talk and listen together - -
not just be on Facebook, year 
after year. 

At a minimum, tell your 
congressional representatives 
in Washington, D.C., to stop 
propos d cuts to health care, 
food stamps, NPR nd the 
EPA. As "seniors,'' we can 
both advocate for ourselves, 
and advocate for the future, 
whether the future is repre-
sented by students at Thurston 
High m Oregon or students at 
Stoneman Douglas High in 
Florida. 

(Lew Church, who has a 
master:~ degree in education, 
lives in Portland. He can he 
reached at 503-222-2974 or 
POB4001 l@juno.com.) 



Making Informed Choices on May 15 Ballot 
The case for JoAnn, 
Julia, Maria and Kayse 
BY Lrw CHURCH 

The May 15 primary election provides voters with four 
excellent choices in local races: JoAnn Hardesty for the 
open seat on Portland City Council; .Julia DeGraw for in-
cmnbent Nick Fish's City Council seat; Maria Garcia for 
Loretta Smith's old spot on the Multnomah County Com-
mission; and Kayse Jama to replace incumbent landlord 
state Sen. Rod Monroe. 

At Portland State University, our Portland Gray Pan-
thers chapter and affiliate Progressive Student Union 
have been targeting youth voters ages 18-21 to tum out 
and cast ballots by May 15. Statistics show that in mid-
term elections only 15 percent of new voters under age 
21 cac;t ballots. If we seek to harness energy from Black 
Lives Matter, MeToo, and especially, the student activists 
and organizers inspired to act after the school shooting in 
Parkland, Fla. -- we need to actually make sure to cast 
ballots! 

JoAnn Hardesty, a former state legislator, announced 
last year that she was running for D~n Saltzman's long-
held seat and the millionaire Saltzman withdrew from 
the race. Hardesty, the longtime community organizer 
for both Portland NAACP and KBOO Community Radio 
wants police accountability, supports tenant rights, afford-
able and low income housing, and the green tax. 

Since the primary race features five other candidates, it 
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also has many possible outcomes. 
Our PSU group wants Hardesty to win outright with 

51 percent or more of the votes cast on May 15. Loretta 
Smith, tenn-limited from running again for county com-
mission, is certainly a visible candidate, but many felt that 
Smith's advocacy for turning the Wapato jail site in far 
north Portland into a homeless shelter was not a good idea. 

The two least impressive candidates of the group were 
architect Stuart Emmons (who came in third two years 
ago in his first run for council), and an advocate for hiring 
more police in Portland, Felicia Williams. 

A recent op-ed by veteran Oregonian columnist Steve 
Duin argued that the notion of"we need a woman of color 
on city council" is a totally bogus argument. But is it? 
Stuart Emmons and Felicia Williams are both white candi-
dates. Hardesty, Andrea Valderama and Smith are women 
of color candidates. 

Duin 's argument, of course, is utter nonsense. In 150 
years, there has never been a woman of color on Port-
land 's city council. Time's up! 

In the other Portland City Council race, .Julia DeGraw 
is a great choice, as noted in a recent Portland Observ-
er guest commentary (Why I'm voting for Julia DeGraw, 
April 18 issue). The incumbent. Nick Fish, appears to be 
a 'placeholder politician' for the status quo. DeGraw, on 
the other hand, successfully fought Nestle's attempts in 
Cascade Locks to privatize public water resources. 

For county commissioner, Maria Garcia, owner ofRev-
olucion coffee shop near PSU, is the be.st choice for this 
open slot. 

Garcia, working with Theresa Raiford and Black Lives 
Matter, spoke eloquently at Pioneer Square in March for 
International Women's Day, in English and Spanish. Gar-
cia supports sanctuary cities and helped organize the event 
"A Day Without Immigrants." 

Portland Gray Panthers is also happy to support Unite 
Oregon's Kayse .Jama to replace landlord and 'rent raising' 
Rod Monroe in the state senate. Monroe in 2017 blocked 

. rent control legislation in Salem -- even though the House 
had already passed the bill and Gov. Kate Brown was 
ready to sign it. Monroe put landlord profits ahead ofhelp-
ing to fix the housing crisis in our state. 

At a recent Metro forum with 50 people on housing and 
houselessness, rising rents were identified as the crucial 
component as to why we see thousands of people sleeping 
on sidewalks and camping out in tents in neighborhood 
after neighborhood. Shame on Monroe! 

An advantage of incumbency for career politicians 
like Fish and Monroe is building massive campaign war 
chests. At PSU, when we supported a not-so-well off chal-
lenger two years ago, Chloe Eudaly, in her successful bid 
to unseat an incumbent politician, we recognized that in a 
democracy, money doesn't always "lock out" lesser folks 
from winning·etections. 

On May 15, by voting for JoAnn, Julia, Maria, and 
Kayse, we can elect people who will 'represent' the rest of 
us, not just landlords and Oregon's 1 percent. · 

Lew Church is coordinator of Portland Gray Panthers 
and founding publisher and editor of activist papers at 
Portland State University, the Rearguard and the Agitator. 
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Ballots, boycotts create lasting change 
MY\/IEW 
By Lew Church 

The recent MyVie'w by 
the Rev. Chuck Currie 
("Honor King, fight for 
social justice," March 

27) lays out lots of theory, but 
gives short shrift to analysis, 
strategy, tactics and winning 
specific campaigns and new 
laws. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
his nonprofit, the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence (SCLC) never shied away 
from organizing pickets, boy-
cotts, marches and strikes, in 
city after city, North and South 
alike, to fight poverty, the Pen-
tagon, and institutional racism 
and oppression. 

In light of 2018 being the 50th 
anniversary of King's assassi-
nation in Memphis, it is also vi-
tal now - with the Parkland 

High School massacre fresh in 
our memory - to look at sys-
temic violence. The My Lai 
massacre in Vietnam, the as-
sassinations of both Robert and 
John Kennedy, the murders of 
students at Kent State and 
Jackson State when Nixon in-
vaded Laos and Cambodia -
are all events that speak to a 
historical trend that many of us 
at Portland State believe today 
has culminated in the Trump-
NRA juggernaut. 

But what is to be done? 
As a VISTA volunteer in Ma-

con, Georgia, many years after 
King's murder in Memphis, I 
worked with SCLC against job 
discrimination and for better 
housing in Georgia's second-
largest city. Two thousand Af-
rican-American Maconites 
marched and protested through 
that city's streets (with the 
support of 50 of us white allies). 
Marchers chanted, sang and 
boycotted white-owned busi-
nesses in Macon that were re-
fusing to hire black workers. 

Joseph Lowery, at march's end, 
gave the keynote address. 

Recently, pro-gun-control 
protesters marched and walked 
out in 800 cities worldwide to 
protest Trump and the NRA 
continuing to hide behind Sec-
ond Amendment propaganda, 
while mass murders continue 
to occur from Columbine to 
Sandy Hook, and now, to Park-
land, Florida. 

Enough! 
We are happy to notice that 

Currie and other religious lead-
ers are organizing the 2018 
equivalent of King's 1968 "Res-
urrection City" in Washington, 
D.C., in that year's Poor Peo-
ple's Campaign. Civil disobedi-
ence and nonviolent resistance 
is, absolutely, a time-honored 
method of protest, from Gan-
dhi, to King in our country, and 
even to Archbishop Romero in 
El Salvador, circa 1980. 

However, there is no substi-
tute for economic boycotts 
(against NRA supporters) - and 
for exercising our "right" to vote, 

by actually voting. At Portland 
State, where our Portland chap-
ter of Gray Panthers i8 basl~d, el• 
ders and youth alike are excruci-
atingly aware that only 15 per-
cent of young voters actually 
vote in midterm elections. 

In.Portland, in May 2018, we 
have the opportunity to reverse 
this troubling trend. After all, 
Trump, the Republicans and the 
NRA are counting on low voter 
turnout in order to preserve and 
protect the status quo. 

Portland Gray Panthers, 
along with our affiliate, Pro-
gressive Student Union, has 
chosen to support four candi-
dates for local office in the up-
coming May primary: Jo Ann 
Hardesty for the open seat on 
Portland City Council, Julia De-
Graw for incumbent Nick 
Fish's City Council seat, Kayse 
Jama for incumbent Rod Mon-
roe's state Senate seat, and Ma-
ria Garcia for the open seat on 
the Multnomah County Board 
of Commissioners. 

The importance oJ votiug 
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cannot be understated. Ballots 
and boycotts are both under-
used, we believe. While elders 
among us may recall assassina-
tions of our leaders and massa-
cres like My Lai and shootings 
of students at Kent State and 
Jackson State - the Valentine's 
Day Massacre at Parkland is 
fresh in all our memories. 

There are several Portland-
area businesses that are ripe 
for boycotts wh.en they act to 
protect landlord profits or put 
gun sales above the lives of our 
children. As Parkland student 
organizers Emma Gonzalez, 
David Hogg and others can at-
test, a new world is coming 
where we can build a future in 
which love and justice (values 
trumpeted by King) conquer 
hatred, death and oppression 
- every time! 

Lew Church is coordinator of Port-
land Gray Panthers, and founded 
the PSU Rearguard and PSV Agita-
tor. Reach him at POB4001l@juno. 
com nr 503-222-297-1. 
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Rent Control, Gun Control and Impeachment 
Vlhat ,Nould 
Nelson 
Mandela do? 
ay L:t:w Cffij RCH 

The excellent editorial cartoon 
a..T"\d con1mentary about g,i.n con-
trol (Preventing Gui, Deaths and 
Protecting Gun Rigi11:s, Portland 
Observer, Nov. 15 issue) high-
lights t'1e need to not lose heart 
when advocating for what the 
mainstrea.i.11 media tends to char-
acterize as ''-i.,'11possible" goals . 

At Portland State, our activ-
ist coalition has been discussi.-rig 
sirate.g-y" and tactics wit.l-i tl1is in 
mind for three issues· Rent con-
trol, gun control and i..--rrpeach-
ment. We believe each of these 
is vi_tai, arid more importa..'1.tl:,. 
achie-,able sooner, not iater. 

The ItaLan Marxist orgai.,izer 
Antorijo Grnmsci e>nce said., "The 
cl:1allengco •'.:)r mocemity is to liv·e 
life "vVit~1,JUC i11usior1-s a_11d ',..vithout 
~.::on11:!g disi!lusione.d." In terms 
of politicai issues in wh.ich fue 
powers L.1.at be insist ·'will never 
change," 'Ne at PSU have found it 
useful to as~ vvh.a.t would Nelson 
lviandela do? 

I yy·B.s or.-; of the o:ganizers of 
five p1,:~;::; ts in Portland in support 
of the Amencan Friends Ser-
vice Committee's anti-apai"'t.'1.eid 
Coke boycott, before the white 
minority, racist government was 
overthrown in Pretoria. Some of 
us at PSU (now elders) believed 
that when the suffragette move-
ment, and when the anti-slavery 
movement initially got started, 
the powers that be (usu.ally white 

male capitalists and their me-
dia brethren) would insist in the 
UK, for example, that to abolish 
siaverJ would be to destroy the 
jobs of thousands of UK workers, 
dependent on the sla;e trade for 
their indust.t--i.al ouqxit and pay-
checks. 

Likewise, suffragettes and a.:.,-
ti-apartheid activists hter on were 

~' Rent raisin ·~ F(od is no~.v b.eing 
challenged rF /:'_;;o Democrats in 
the May Prirr:,,y 

Portlan1 (lraJ Pan thers, based 
at PSU, i.o hz,ppy to endorse 
I(ayse Jaw.a 'Jf l Jnite Jreg•Jn to 
replace r-1{S·f:.<)': . The inC!liJloeTit 

\)iould be ·~,.~-;,:; to follo,;v th~ ex-
ample set b} "-\,:i:Iand City Coun-
cil rnembe1 (ar;d mit.ionaire) DaJ1 

Do we think housing and 
public sa fety (freedom fr0'11 gun 
violence) are important e11ough 
issues to launch grassroots, m ass 
movements, like the anti -apart-
heid, anti-slavery and pro-suf-
frage movements ? Doe~ the 
success of those decades- long 
orga:r1izing movements give hope 
(rather than despair'.>) to those of 

What would rent co?1trol) ,gun control and 
impeachrnent look like? rVith enough grassroots 
sup1vor( these things ar·? totally possible. After 27 
years in jail in Soulh 4 ':,,tea to secure voting rights 
for black folfiS,, . and the1; to become that country s 
first black president -- rnany of us believe that 
lie/son }1Jandela 11,1ozild saJ· iJ<-you 01ganize long 
pn· o-,·rr-h andlAJJ·th sr·'rr;·fp.----i, f.r-r ntz' />,-, and r•imelz' 
._,, J ' u b J ; j, , ¥ ::,, 1 ! V ;., " : ~.,,.Y) l,v !_, L,, ,_) . a W n e 
you can 1-1vin. 
told by those in pov,rer foat giving 
the vore to worn~ and black folk 
wo1.;L: destroy the smarter, more 
accomplisl1cd \l!hite male power 
structure that creates wealth for 
lesser folks. 

Today, when it comes to the 
is~ues of rent contrnl, gun con-
trol and impeaching Trump -- ac-
tivists hear doomsday scenarios 
from those with something to 
lose by such changes. 

In Ore gon, rent control was 
blocked in Salem earlier this year 
by :t bhte dog Democrat and land-
lord srnt:e senator, Rod Monroe. 

Saltzm::rn •·- ,y sirnp!y ail..t,oUJ.,.c-
~ng he is re:i . ing, Let Jaw.a go to 
\VOrk for rer.:-.nts, fc-r irn:nigra...7ts, 
for pec,pie c/ color, :for wo:-kers 
and che poor in our sta~e c.ap-itaL 

us who believe that rent control 
and gun control alike are sorely 
needed today? 

But what about impead1ing 
the current" O'.":cupant of our \1/}1ite 

In tr::r,T,s of gun. c,)ntnL House? Are the offenses against 
was 8.bk to -,,rite e, funded gran t our country and the WOr!d tanta-
(generous!y 3upported by the mo·unt to '1-'Jgh crimes and mis-
r.orthwest':, McI<.en.zie River 
Gathering) :·,r a pro-gun control 
conferenc, a PSU. I believe foat 
Australia aac European. countri::s 
have acted ::n stop gun violence . 
As we kno,;., .· the NRA, the R e-
pubiicans :,;< Tm.mp -- are refus-
ing to do , 

de:mean.ors' ? MoreoYer, !ike rent 
control in Oregon and gun control 
in Estados Unidos -- is impeach-
ment a ' feasible' and des irable 
goal? We beli-eYe it is . 

Collusion with Russia is trea-
son. Trump still wants to "1ock" 
Hillary up, at his rallies a year af-

ter she won the popular vote tly 
almost 3 ,000,000 votes . Trump 
brags about grabbing women by 
their privates, trashes Gold Star 
families and John McCain, de-
spises Black Lives Mattei a...,d 
Colin Kapernaek, and says there 
a.re "good Nazis" and good pro-
testors on both sides of the racist 
marches at Charlottesv1lie. 

Trump says Judge Roy Moore 
is a GOP stalwart, but Senator 
Frank.en is sketchy. Trump also 
adds that NFL players who pro-
tesi racism "should be fired." 
Trump's right wing practices mir-
ror his TV ce!ebrit-;, game sho·.,-,,,-
rhetoric . 

W1lat would rent control, gun 
control and irnpeachm~t look 
!i.ke '.> With en0ugh grassroots 
support, i:hese things are totally 
possible . After 27 years in jai l 
in South Africa to secure voting 
rights for black fol...~s , and then to 
become ~hat country's first black 
president -- many of us believe 
mat Nelson Mandela would say 
if you organize long ~nough., ai1d 

T,','ith strategy, tactics anc a time·-
line -- you can win. 

Rent control cac, l:>e iegaJ in 
Oregon, n0t just N ew Yor!c City 
or San Franc isco or Beilin. Gun 
control can bi; iegai in the worid's 
"best democracy.'' And, we can 
eject a fascist, rn.,:ist, sexist prof-
iteer from what belongs to the 
people, in a democracy, our \Vhite 
nouse in Washington, D.C . 

Lew Church is coordinator 
of Portland Gray Panthers and 
founding publisher wuf editor of 
two Portlar.d State activist pa-
pers, the PSU Reargard and PSU 
Agitator. 



PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 
COMMUNICATION REQUEST 

Wednesday Council Meeting 9:30 AM 

Council Meeting Date: :OW:l~ 2-+, 2..ot8 
Today's Date 

Lew 
5~ 13 - 1g 

C ~\JV- ch Name -------------------'---

Telephone 5 o3- 1-'ll - 2 q7 cf Email Po~ 4ool/ C, Ju,\ c~ Lu-lY\ 

Reason for the request: 

(signed) 

• Give your request in writing to the Council Clerk's office to schedule a date for your 
Communication. Use this form or email the information to the Council Clerk at the 
email address below. 

• You will be placed on the Wednesday official Council Agenda as a "Communication." 
Communications are the first item on the Agenda and are taken at 9:30 a.m. A total 
of five Communications may be scheduled. Individuals must schedule their own 
Communication. 

You will have 3 minutes to speak and may also submit written testimony before or at 
the meeting. Communications allow the Council to hear issues that interest our 
citizens, but do not allow an opportunity for dialogue. 

Thank you for being an active participant in your City government. 

Contact Information: 
Karla Moore-Love, City Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 130 
Portland, OR 97204-1900 
(503) 823-4086 
email: 
Karla.Moore-Love@portlandoregon.gov 

Sue Parsons, Assistant Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4th Ave., Room 130 
Portland, OR 97204-1900 
(503) 823-4085 
email: 
Susan.Parsons@portlandoregon.gov 
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Request of Lew Church to address Council regarding social justice and 
housing (Communication) 

JUN 1 9 2018 
Filed --------

MARY HULL CABALLERO 
Auditor of the · y of Portland 

Deputy 

JUN 2 7 2018 
f" CED ON FILE 

COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS NAYS 

1. Fritz 

2. Fish 

3. Saltzman 

4. Eudalv 

Wheeler 




