
MERILEE D. KARR, M.D. 

617 SW Hume St. 
Portland, OR 97219 

City Council 
City of Portland 
1221 SW 4t1, Avenue, Room 140 
Portland, OR 97204 

Phone: 503-245-2185 
E-mail: 

merilee@MerileeDeborahKarr.com 

Council Clerk: Karla.Moore-Love@portlandoregon.gov 

Case File: LU 16-213734 LDS EN M EV 
PC# 15-242358 

Subject: Macadam Ridge Type III Land Division - Comment for Record 

Mayor Wheeler and City Councilors - My name is Merilee Karr. I am the Team 
Leader of the Neighborhood Emergency Team, or NET, in South Burlingame, the 
neighborhood of the proposed development. 

My concerns are my own. I do not speak for the Portland Bureau of Emergency 
Management, which runs the NET program. 

NET members are volunteers, trained by Portland Fire & Rescue as amateur first 
responders. We can and will be on the scene of disaster before professionals with 
heavy equipment arrive. 

As I assess hazards around my neighborhood, I look at houses set on slide-prone 
ground as coffins. 

These houses, on unstable land that has slid before, will sooner or later give way, 
in a big rainstorm or an earthquake. Building the proposed development will further 
increase the precariousness of this slope, by removing the trees whose roots are now 
holding the soil in place. 

NETs are trained to extract people from rubble, but not from mud. If you allow 
these coffins to be built, my team will be there when they slide, trying to save our 
neighbors' lives-and living ever afterward with memories of partial success, if any. 

My neighborhood holds other coffins, too, structures that pose extreme seismic 
danger. They are homes built of unreinforced masonry, or URMs. They will collapse 
in a strong earthquake, threatening lives both inside and outside the house with a 
rain of bricks. 

No one can build URMs anymore, because Portland's seismic vulnerability has, 
literally, made itself felt . Our vulnerability to landslides is also well-established, but 
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more recent. In February 1996, heavy rain and snowmelt caused 700 landslides in 
metro Portland, with major damage to more than a hundred homes. Building on 
landslides should be as unthinkable as building unreinforced masonry. I hope you 
agree, and vote to stop this ill-considered and dangerous development. 

Thank you for the opportunity to explain our concerns. 

i\Ierilee D. Karr, i\LD: Macadam Ridge Type Ill Land Division - Comment for Record 



Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

lendonp <lendonp@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, February 07, 2018 12:58 PM 
Moore-Love, Karla 
Macadam ridge file #LU 16 213734 

I support the neighborhood association's position and believe this project should be denied. 

Lendon Porter 

0205 SW Idaho St 
Portland Oregon 97239 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy 57, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear City Council, 

Joel Hanawalt <joel.hanawalt@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, February 07, 2018 12:57 PM 
Council Clerk - Testimony 
Fwd: LU 16-213734 LDS EN M EV (Macadam Ridge Subdivision) Testimony 

I ask you to vote no on the Macadam Ridge development. On moral and 
statutory grounds. 

This development will remove one of our last rema ining larger tracts of intact woods in the area. This development 
will degrade the area for its scenic qualities as well as its ability to support a level of biodiversity that is found in 
Southwest Portland . This development will undoubtedly have an impact on water quality, which is vital for fish habitat 

This site has a number of issues. One issue that the Applicants may bring up is that they have been working on this 
plan for a number of years, and have come up with many alternative plans. That said, just because they have been 
working on this for a long time does not mean it is a good idea. 
This location is fraught with a number of issues that make it a terrible idea. I will summarize my issues below: 

-Loss of scenic qualities along Taylor Ferry Rd. from removal of trees in sites one and two, as well as losing scenic 
qualities for current residents near this site. 

Increased risk of landslides. This area is documented by the Oregon Department of Geology (DOGAMI) as an area 
known to have ground movement. Residents should not have to live wondering if the next winter rainstorm will bring a 
landslide to their house. This includes current residents of the area. 

-Loss of habitat for plants and animals. I have lived in SW Portland for 30+ years. Part of the reason I moved to SW 
Portland was for its intrinsic environmental qualities. This development will eat away at that, degrading this part of town 
for me and many other residents. 

-Finally, if the site is built, there are issues of erosion, land degradation, increased landslide risk, loss of habitat, 
storm water runoff, large tree removal, traffic safety on Taylor's Ferry Rd both East and West directions, increased 
wildfire risk, proper safe to mass transit, loss of property value for residents living close to this development, to name 
some of the issues that have been brought up already. 

My feelings on this are strong enough that I would rather the city re-zone my own neighborhood for more density 
and change the characteristics of my neighborhood than have this developed. Open spaces must be cherished. We have 
few left, they are worth fighting for. 

The question is: what do we value more, open space or a development of large houses on little lots that does not 
help reduce the housing needs of most Portland residents? Do we value this site and others like it for their 
environmental and scenic ways, or do we value a development that will be installed in a difficult, environmentally 
sensitive, and potentially unsafe location? 

Again, please vote no on this issue. 

Thank you for your time, 

Joel Hanawalt 
1055 SW Plum Dr. 
Portland, Or 97219 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

To the Council , 

jtgorygun@aol.com 
Wednesday, February 07, 201811:03AM 
Council Clerk - Testimony; Wheeler, Mayor; Fish, Nick; Commissioner Saltzman; 
Commissioner Eudaly; Commissioner Fritz 
robertlennox. pdx@gmail .com; President@Markham Neighborhood .com 
Markhan Letter re Macadam Ridge Case File #LU 16-213734 
markham letter re Macadam Ridge.docx 

Attached is a letter that I prepared as a volunteer on behalf the Markham Neighborhood association. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

John Gibbon 
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MKNA BOARD OFFICERS: 

Donna Herron, President 
(503) 452-0000 
President@MarkhamNe1ghborhood.com 

Zahra Rahmani , Treasurer 
T reasurer@Marham Neighborhood. com 

Ph il Richman, Past President 
PastPresident@MarkhamNeighborhood.com 

Kim Herron, Secretary 
Secretary@MarkhamNeighborhood.com 

John Gibbon , Watershed Rep. 

Jeff Monahan, Transportation Chair 
Transportation@MarkhamNeiqhborhood.com 

,~,,~;13:,~~· 

Portland City Council 
1900 SW 4th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97201 

Re: CASE FILE #LU 16-213734 

hborhood 

BDS Case File: LU16-213734LDS EN M EV 

February 7, 2018 

Under this cover I write as volunteer on behalf of the Markham Neighborhood 
Association to report that a quorum of the association's membership voted at its 
January meeting to oppose to the approval of the above referenced land use 
application. This letter is of necessity written and submitted prior to the adoption of 
specific minutes by the association so this comment relies on memory. 

To my recollection among the reasons given by representatives of South Burlingame in 
requesting Markham state its opposition to this application the one that seemed have 
resonance with Markham residents was that the proposal before the council would 
remove a large number of trees from the area to be developed. Based on my 
experience living in or near SW Portland for more than 40 years and recently acting as 
Markham watershed representative on SWNI Watershed Committee (and now 
committee chair) I believe this response is the product of not only an aesthetic concern 
but also a practical conviction that in the hilly areas of SW Portland downstream 
properties are inevitably impacted by such activity due to changes in the storm water 
regime occasioned by the tree removal. Unfortunately, I have to report to the Council 
that this seems to be true even in area the City's most up to date storm water 
management techniques have been applied to a property upon its development. The 
impact that this has had on neighboring owners of developed property is a continuing 
concern for residents of Markham as well as its surrounding neighborhoods. Because 
in the this case the most important area to be affected by this phenomena is an area 
which the City has the primary responsibility for, the confluence of Stephens Creek and 
the Willamette, it needs to be a matter of grave concern for the Council in making its 
decision on the appeal. 
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MKNA BOARD OFFICERS: 

Donna Herron , President 
(503) 452-0000 
President@MarkhamNeighborhood.com 

Zahra Rahmani , Treasurer 
T reasurer@MarhamNeighborhood.com 

Phil Richman, Past President 
PastPresident@MarkhamNeighborhood.com 

Kim Herron, Secretary 
Secretary@MarkhamNeiqhborhood.com 

John Gibbon, Watershed Rep. 

Jeff Monahan, Transportation Chair 
T ransportation@MarkhamNeighborhood.com 

Additionally I would note that South Burlingame's and as we understand it, PBOT's, 

concern with requiring adequate transit improvements in connection with this 

application directly impacts the Markham neighborhood. Tri Met Route 43 as travels 

along SW Talyor's Ferry to the west of the subject site is the only bus that passes 

through the Markham neighborhood . Any improvement or enhancement to that 

service would be significantly welcomed by many Markham residents. 

Thank you for your courtesy in considering our testimony. 

Sincerely, 

John Gibbon 

Markham Neighborhood Watershed Representative 

Markham Neighborhood Assn Inc (MKNA), 7688 SW Capitol Hwy, Portland, OR 97219 www.MarkhamNeighborhood .com 



Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Dear City Council, 

Joel Hanawalt <joel.hanawalt@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, February 07, 201812:47 PM 
CCTesstimony@portlandoregon.gov; Moore-Love, Karla 
LU 16-213734 LDS EN M EV (Macadam Ridge Subdivision) Testimony 

I ask you to vote no on the Macadam Ridge development. On moral and 
statutory grounds. 

This development will remove one of our last remaining larger tracts of intact woods in the area. This development 
will degrade the area for its scenic qualities as well as its ability to support a level of biodiversity that is found in 
Southwest Portland. This development will undoubtedly have an impact on water quality, which is vital for fish habitat 

This site has a number of issues. One issue that the Applicants may bring up is that they have been working on this 
plan for a number of years, and have come up with many alternative plans. That said, just because they have been 
working on this for a long time does not mean it is a good idea. 
This location is fraught with a number of issues that make it a terrible idea . I will summarize my issues below: 

-Loss of scenic qualities along Taylor Ferry Rd. from removal of trees in sites one and two, as well as losing scenic 
qualities for current residents near this site. 

Increased risk of landslides. This area is documented by the Oregon Department of Geology (DOGAMI) as an area 
known to have ground movement. Residents should not have to live wondering if the next winter rainstorm will bring a 
landslide to their house. This includes current residents of the area. 

-Loss of habitat for plants and animals. I have lived in SW Portland for 30+ years. Part of the reason I moved to SW 
Portland was for its intrinsic environmental qualities. This development will eat away at that, degrading this part of town 
for me and many other residents. 

-Finally, if the site is built, there are issues of erosion, land degradation, increased landslide risk, loss of habitat, 
storm water runoff, large tree removal, traffic safety on Taylor's Ferry Rd both East and West directions, increased 
wildfire risk, proper safe to mass transit, loss of property value for residents living close to this development, to name 
some of the issues that have been brought up already. 

My feelings on this are strong enough that I would rather the city re-zone my own neighborhood for more density 
and change the characteristics of my neighborhood than have this developed. Open spaces must be cherished. We have 
few left, they are worth fighting for. 

The question is: what do we value more, open space or a development of large houses on little lots that does not 
help reduce the housing needs of most Portland residents? Do we value this site and others like it for their 
environmental and scenic ways, or do we value a development that will be installed in a difficult, environmentally 
sensitive, and potentially unsafe location? 

Again, please vote no on this issue. 

Thank you for your time, 

Joel Hanawalt 
1055 SW Plum Dr. 
Portland, Or 97219 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Leah <lkbuenas@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, February 07, 2018 12:40 PM 
Moore-Love, Karla 
Macadam Ridge File# LU-16-213734 LOS EN M EV 

I support the neighborhood association's position and think this project should be denied! 

Leah Klass 
7238 SW 13th Ave. 
Portland, Oregon 97219 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

brintha enestvedt <brintha_e@yahoo.com> 
Wednesday, February 07, 201812:09 PM 
Moore-Love, Karla 
Macadam Ridge File# LU-16-213734 LDS EN M EV 

I fully support the neighborhood association's position and think this should be denied. 
We hope the city council recognizes the broad environmental and societal implications of this decision. 
Thank you 
Brintha enestvedt 
7903 Sw ruby terrace 
Portland OR 97219. 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

brintha enestvedt <brintha_e@yahoo.com> 
Wednesday, February 07, 2018 12:08 PM 
Moore-Love, Karla 
Macadam Ridge File# LU-16-213734 LOS EN M EV 

I fully support the neighborhood association's position on this appeal. 
We hope the city council recognizes the broad environmental and societal implications of this decision. 
Thank you 
Brintha enestvedt 
7903 Sw ruby terrace 
Portland OR 97219. 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Scott Drushella <sdrushella@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, February 07, 201812:04 PM 
Moore-Love, Karla 
Macadam Ridge development input 

I support the neighborhood association's position and think this project should be denied but would support additional 
geotechnical study to determine the stability of the soil in the area. 

Scott Drushella 
7740 SW 10th Avenue 
Portland 97219 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

Shakti Bulk <shaktibulk@gmail.com> 
Wednesday, February 07, 2018 11 :52 AM 
Moore-Love, Karla 
Macadam Ridge File# LU-16-213734 LOS EN M EV 

I strongly support the neighborhood association's position and think this project should be denied! 

Shakti Bulk 
8830 SW 15th Ave 
Portland, OR 92719 
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