
ORDINANCE No. 1 8 8 5 7 7 
Authorize Portland Fire & Rescue to provide limited fee-for-service patient 
transport under unique and unusual circumstances, and authorize application to 
Medicare as ambulance services provider. (Ordinance) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council finds : 

1. PF&R responds to approximately 63,000 emergency medical calls each year 
that may result in the need to transport patients to area hospitals. 

2. Patient transportation is normally provided by private ambulance providers that 
bill for their services. 

3. PF&R is seeking a limited expansion of its Emergency Medical Services to 
include ambulance transport service to area hospitals in unique and unusual 
circumstances. 

4. This fee-for-service patient transport will be used when the private ambulance 
provider is unable to meet the demand for ambulance transport in the 
community. Examples of unique and unusual circumstances include high 
transport demand resulting from a major incident, excessive ambulance 
response delays caused by extreme weather, or a delayed ambulance 
response for a critical patient. 

5. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), under the US 
Department of Health and Human Services, manages the Medicare provider 
application and requires providers to obtain a billing number before transporting 
Medicare patients and billing CMS for the service. 

6. Transportation of Medicare patients without the ability to bill for the service 
constitutes disparate treatment for those patients that are transported by the 
private ambulance provider and billed for the service. 

7. The CMS billing number application process requires a letter that assumes 
legal and financial responsibility for the City of Portland for any outstanding 
debt owed to CMS as a result of patient ambulance transport and billing. 

8. Transport fees in Multnomah County are set by the Multnomah County 
Contract Compliance and Rate Regulation Committee. Current charges for 
ALS or BLS patient transport are $1,008 plus $23.17 per mile. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. Portland Fire & Rescue is authorized to provide patient transport under unique 
and unusual circumstances and charge a fee based on the schedule set by the 
Multnomah County Contract Compliance and Rate Regulation Committee. 

b. The Commissioner-in-Charge is authorized to sign a letter with the application 
to the CMS to obtain a CMS billing number that assumes legal and financial 
responsibility for the City of Portland for any outstanding debt owed to CMS as 
a result of patient ambulance transport and billing. 

AUG 3 0 2017 
Passed by the Council: 

Commissioner Dan Saltzman 
Prepared by: Evelyn Brenes Eayrs 
Date Prepared: August 9, 2017 
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Mary Hull Caballero 
Auditor of th7f i_½pf l,1Qrtlan? 
By Deputy ~._J/~ 
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