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Parsons, Susan 
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Subject: Narrative for "The Aarhus Project" 

Susan- I probably will read the text below at the meeting. You can print this if you want for handouts. 

The Aarhus approach to the infill issue that's plaguing Portland 
provides small apartments for a reasonable price. Designed for 
Portland city blocks 200 ft sq, each block module accommodates up 
to 160 apartments. This concept does not impact existing Portland 
neighborhoods and it does not present zoning challenges. It is an 
entirely new concept for Portland. Used extensively in Europe 
where real estate really is tight it will help lighten the burden and 
anxiety of existing house demolitions in established Portland 
neighborhoods such as Eastmoreland. Although I expect contentious 
activities if theses are built they will provide - to the fullest extent 
- up to 4000 single family units with the added asset of a large 
green space. 

Martha Dibblee 
dibblee@hevanet.com 

About this email: 
This message may contain confidential information and is intended for the named recipients. If you are not the 
intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the 
contents of this information is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately 
notify me by return e-mail. 
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Proposal to Portland City Council 

Design Concept for Infill housing 

In European cities, infill has been very important to preserve open space in countries with 
small gross area. As an example, the city of Aarhus Denmark (Denmark's area (16,576 mi 2) 1 

is similar to Massachusetts (10,554.57 mi2) and Connecticut (5,543 mi2)2 combined (16,098 
mi2)) accommodates a dense core population (269,022 inhabitants as of 1 January 2017}3 
housed in 4-5-storey apartments, each with area 250 ft2-500 ft2. 

This concept would work well for Portland. Using the scale drawing below, in a 200' Port-
land city block, 500 ft2 apartments could be built each 20'x 25'. Larger apartments might 
combine two smaller apart-
ments. In one city block, up to 
160 apartments could be built. 
Parking would not be included 
unless it were provided under-
ground. Using a cost of $100/ 
ft2, construction for this 80,000 
ft2 building would be $8m or 
$50,000 per apartment net. 

This model would work well for 
urban infill within the core area 
of the city. If 25 city blocks were 
built with these apartments up 
to 4,000 apartments could be 
accommodated. 

In the drawing, red represents 
a 500 ft2 apartment and blue 
represents a 1000 ft 2 apartment. 
Open space would be 24,000 ft2 

or 150 ft2 per apartment, more 
than enough to grow a small 
garden. 

open 
common 

space 

I would envision this model to be best suited to Portland NW and close in SE and NE. 

I would be happy to discuss this concept with city planners and developers. 

Martha GK Dibblee 
50-yr Eastmoreland resident 
dibblee@hevanet.com 
503.484.4831 (mobile) 

1 https://www.google.com/#safe=off &q =a rea+of +den mark 
2 http://www.ipl.org/div/stateknow/popchart.html#statesbysize 
3 https://www.google.com/#safe=off&q= popu I ation+of +a a rhus+de nma rk 



T h e A a r h u s P r o p o s al
D e si g n C o n c e pt f or P or tl a n d O R  

i n ll h o u si n g

M ar t h a G K Di b bl e e

pr e s e nt ati o n t o P or tl a n d Cit y C o u n cil
A u g u st 2 3, 2 0 1 7



sli d e n o 28 / 2 3/ 1 7 T h e A ar h u s Pr oj e c t: Pr e s e nt ati o n t o 
P or tl a n d Cit y C o u n cil ( M G K Di b bl e e)

A ar h u s D K i nf o

•	 A ar h u s D e n m ar k c or e p o p ul ati o n 2 6 9, 0 2 2 a s of 1 
J a n u ar y 2 0 1 7

•	 D e n s e h o u si n g f e at ur e s 4- 5 st or e y w al k u p a p ar t-
m e nt s, e a c h wit h ar e a of 2 5 0 f t 2 - 5 0 0 f t2

•	 D e si g n c o n c e pt t o s u p p or t u p t o 4 0 0 0 a p ar t m e nt s i n 
2 5 cit y bl o c k s f or P or tl a n d O R i n ll pr oj e ct
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Design Concept

open 
common 
space

•	 200’ x 200’ Portland city block. Red represents a 500 ft 2 apartment 
and blue represents a 1000 ft 2 apartment
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C o st o ut

•	 $ 1 0 0/f t 2 c o st b a si s
•	 2 0’ x 2 5’ w al k u p a p ar t m e nt s i n 5 o or s
•	 c e nt er o p e n s p a c e 2 4, 0 0 0 f t 2

•	 u p t o 1 6 0 a p ar t m e nt s p er cit y bl o c k
•	 8 0, 0 0 0 f t 2  li vi n g s p a c e at c o st of $ 8 m
•	 $ 5 0, 0 0 0 p er a p ar t m e nt n et
•	 2 5 cit y bl o c k s yi el d s 4 0 0 0 a p ar t m e nt s



Pr o p o s al t o P or tl a n d Cit y C o u n cil

D e si g n C o n c e pt f or I n ll h o u si n g

I n E ur o p e a n citi e s, i n ll h a s b e e n v er y i m p or t a nt t o pr e s er v e o p e n s p a c e i n c o u ntri e s wit h 
s m all gr o s s ar e a. A s a n e x a m pl e, t h e cit y of A ar h u s D e n m ar k ( D e n m ar k’s ar e a  ( 1 6, 5 7 6 mi²) 1  
i s si mil ar t o M a s s a c h u s ett s ( 1 0, 5 5 4. 5 7 mi2 ) a n d C o n n e c ti c ut ( 5, 5 4 3 mi2 )2  c o m bi n e d ( 1 6, 0 9 8 
mi 2 )) a c c o m m o d at e s a d e n s e c or e p o p ul ati o n ( 2 6 9, 0 2 2 i n h a bit a nt s a s of 1 J a n u ar y 2 0 1 7)3  
h o u s e d i n 4- 5- st or e y a p ar t m e nt s, e a c h wit h ar e a 2 5 0 f t 2 - 5 0 0 f t2 . 

T hi s c o n c e pt w o ul d w or k w ell f or P or tl a n d. U si n g t h e s c al e dr a wi n g b el o w, i n a 2 0 0’ P or t-
l a n d cit y bl o c k, 5 0 0 f t2  a p ar t m e nt s c o ul d b e b uilt e a c h 2 0’ x 2 5’. L ar g er a p ar t m e nt s mi g ht 
c o m bi n e t w o s m all er a p ar t -
m e nt s. I n o n e cit y bl o c k, u p t o 
1 6 0 a p ar t m e nt s c o ul d b e b uilt. 
P ar ki n g w o ul d n ot b e i n cl u d e d 
u nl e s s it w er e pr o vi d e d u n d er -
gr o u n d. U si n g a c o st of $ 1 0 0/
f t2 , c o n str u c ti o n f or t hi s 8 0, 0 0 0 
f t2  b uil di n g w o ul d b e $ 8 m or 
$ 5 0, 0 0 0 p er a p ar t m e nt n et.

T hi s m o d el w o ul d w or k w ell f or 
ur b a n i n ll wit hi n t h e c or e ar e a 
of t h e cit y.  If 2 5 cit y bl o c k s w er e 
b uilt wit h t h e s e a p ar t m e nt s u p 
t o 4, 0 0 0 a p ar t m e nt s c o ul d b e 
a c c o m m o d at e d. 

I n t h e dr a wi n g, r e d r e pr e s e nt s 
a 5 0 0 f t 2  a p ar t m e nt a n d bl u e 
r e pr e s e nt s a 1 0 0 0 f t2  a p ar t m e nt. 
O p e n s p a c e w o ul d b e 2 4, 0 0 0 f t 2  
or 1 5 0 f t 2  p er a p ar t m e nt, m or e 
t h a n e n o u g h t o gr o w a s m all 
g ar d e n. 

I w o ul d e n vi si o n t hi s m o d el t o b e b e st s uit e d t o P or tl a n d N W a n d cl o s e i n S E a n d N E.

I w o ul d b e h a p p y t o di s c u s s t hi s c o n c e pt wit h cit y pl a n n er s a n d d e v el o p er s.

M ar t h a G K Di b bl e e
5 0- yr E a st m or el a n d r e si d e nt
di b bl e e @ h e v a n et. c o m
5 0 3. 4 8 4. 4 8 3 1 ( m o bil e)

1  htt p s: // w w w. g o o gl e. c o m / # s af e = o & q = ar e a + of + d e n m ar k
2  htt p: // w w w.i pl. or g / di v/st at e k n o w/ p o p c h ar t. ht ml # st at e s b y si z e
3  htt p s: // w w w. g o o gl e. c o m / # s af e = o & q = p o p ul ati o n + of + a ar h u s + d e n m ar k

o p e n 
c o m m o n 

s p a c e
B L U E

MarthaDibblee
Typewritten Text
BLUE
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Contact
Martha GK Dibblee

50-yr Eastmoreland resident
dibblee@hevanet.com
503.484.4831 (mobile)



Request of Martha Dibblee to address Council regarding The Aarhus 
Project (Communication) 

AUG 15 20 17 
Filed -------

MARY HULL CABALLERO 

Deputy 

AUG 2 3 2017 

PLACED ON FILE 

COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS 

1. Fritz 

2. Fish 

3. Saltzman 

4. Eudaly 

Wheeler 

NAYS 




