IMPACT STATEMENT 188477

Legislation title: Amend City Code to allow Green Street Stewards to remove sediment from and plant
vegetation in public green street facilities, and to discourage removal of dead plantings
(Ordinance; amend Code Chapter 17.32)

Contact name: Amy Chomowicz
Contact phone: (503) 823-5323
Presenters’ names: Amy Chomowicz and Svetlana Pell

Purpose of proposed legislation and background information:

The City of Portland is responsible for maintaining the growing number of public green street facilities, and
does so primarily using professional landscape crews. To augment this regular maintenance, BES started the
Green Street Steward program in 2010. Green Street Stewards (GSS) are volunteer residents who register as a
Steward with BES and perform basic maintenance of public green streets, including removing debris and
leaves, keeping inlets open, and watering vegetation in summer. These efforts help keep green streets
functioning properly and looking attractive in between visits by the City’s professional maintenance crews. The
GSS Coordinator trains Stewards on proper maintenance approaches and safety. In addition to helping with
green street maintenance, the GSS Coordinator provides information and outreach to the Portland community
about green streets and the GSS program in an effort to recruit more Stewards. Currently, Portland has
approximately 145 Green Street Stewards looking after 354 public green streets, but the City’s anticipated green
street inventory for 2020 is 2,300 green streets, so the City’s need for more GSS volunteers is growing.

This ordinance will amend PCC Chapter 17.32.070 B.8, which sets out the tasks Green Street Stewards may
voluntarily perform in public green street facilities. First, the Code amendments will authorize GSS volunteers
to perform additional tasks in some public green street facilities. Specifically, the amendments will allow Green
Street Stewards to plant vegetation in a public green street after receiving written approval from BES, and the
amendments will allow Stewards to remove sediment from public green streets. Second, the Code amendments
will delete existing provisions that authorize Stewards to remove dead plantings, to discourage the removal of
dormant plantings.

Through the Code changes described above, BES aims to:
e Provide GSS volunteers greater flexibility in caring for the green streets they adopt, with respect to
customizing plantings and removing sediment;
e Encourage more residents and organizations to sign up as GSS volunteers and adopt Green Street
facilities; and
e Protect dormant plants—which may be confused with dead plants—and the function of public green
street facilities.

Financial and budgetary impacts:

This action results in no financial or budgetary impacts. The proposed code changes may result in bureau
savings on green street facility maintenance costs, or may allow the City to maintain a greater number of public
green streets without increasing maintenance costs. No new funds are needed to implement the code changes.
Existing staff will incorporate proposed code changes into their regular Green Street Steward training.
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Community impacts and community involvement:
Diverse Portland residents will benefit from the proposed changes to City Code.
¢ Different communities of people (age-specific, cultural, physical ability, ethnic, racial, religious,
language, low-income, under-served populations, etc.) will benefit from facilities that receive more
frequent maintenance and that may be planted with colorful plants. Much of the GSS work is already
conducted in SE Portland where there are many green street facilities, and BES will place significant
focus on finding Stewards east of [-205 to maintain and enhance facilities in these neighborhoods.
e The GSS program currently has partnerships with numerous businesses, homeowners and non-profits,
such as Surfrider Portland Chapter, that help maintain many green street facilities around town.
e C(City livability (which contributes to a prosperous, educated, healthy, and equitable Portland) is enhanced
through the addition of healthy, thriving vegetation that replaces impervious surfaces.

BES anticipates no community objections or concerns associated with the proposed Code changes. The
proposed code changes provide Stewards with greater flexibility to care for adopted green street facilities.
While the code changes delete a provision that on paper allows citizens to remove dead plantings with BES
approval, BES has instructed Stewards to not remove dead plantings in an effort to protect dormant plants.

BES expects the following individuals to testify at Council on June 14, 2017, in support of the Green Street
Stewards Program and the proposed changes to City Code: Ian Kennelly, volunteer with GSS Program and
Portland Chapter of Surfrider Foundation; Maggie Woodward, Portland resident and GSS volunteer; Linda
Nettekoven; and Charles Kingsley.
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Budgetary Impact Worksheet

Does this action change appropriations?

[_] YES: Please complete the information below.

DX] NO: Skip this section

188477
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Green Infrastructure

When it rains, stormwater washes over pavement and
other surfaces, picking up pollutants. Green infrastructure
mimics nature by using plants and soil to filter pollutants
and allowing rain to soak into the ground.

On this tour, you will see—
ECOROOFS

B3] An ecoroof is a lightweight, low
maintenance vegetated roof that soaks
up rain and reduces stormwater runoff.

4 little or no fertlllzers or pesticides. Along
o g, the route, notice the street trees and

B trees on private property. Trees have
v many stormwater benefits. A single
mature tree with a 30-foot crown can intercept over 700

GREEN WALL
The Woodlawn

gallons of rainfall annually. “'Df&CONNéCTED DOWNSPOU STORMWATER BIKE CORRAISSE

,,ﬁ'emon‘i‘si?e'ét New Seg'sons’ Ma;ket‘j 3 SR X e 4‘ 4 Dekum.Street”

The Bureau of Environmental Services works
with Portland residents and businesses to protect
water quality, public health, and the environment
through wastewater collection and treatment, sewer
construction and maintenance, stormwater management,
and stream and watershed restoration.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
503-823-7740

www.portlandoregon.gov/
sustainablestormwater
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PLANTERS SWALES, AND RAIN GARDENS e 0
8 Planters, swales, and rain gardens are ‘
i landscaped areas that collect stormwater
and filter it as it flows through plants
and soil. There are many ways to direct
stormwater to these facilities, including
28 curb cuts in parking lots, open grates,
rain drains, and disconnected downspouts.

GREEN STREETS

A green street uses plants and soil to slow,
filter, and clean stormwater runoff from
streets. Green streets convert stormwater
from a waste directed into a pipe, into a
resource that replenishes groundwater
supplies. Green streets help protect
against sewer backups and combined sewer overflows.

COROOF
OTHER TECHNOLOGIES - Holman Pocket Park
Porous paving, rainwater harvesting, "
innovative conveyance, art pieces, green

walls, and disconnected downspouts

Dekumstruction by Bte mutler
e

Get Involved!

Help keep Portland’s
green infrastructure
looking its best! Become

a Green Street Steward.
Stewards adopt and help
care for a green street
planter by picking up
trash, clearing openings,
weeding and other
general maintenance.
Learn more or sign up at
www.portlandoregon.gov/ IS
bes/greenstreetstewards GREEN'STREETS
Klickitat Park
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streets on Vancouver Avenue manage stormwater runoff.
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garden on the southwest side of the () Western Seminary 0o /’ R 2 g
building treats and infiltrates runoff from 5511 SE Hawthorne Blvd—See a PROJECTTYPE /(// el — GRANT w88
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600 NE Grand Ave (accessible during three-tiered rain gardens that manage Street Trees Franklin
business hours)—The ecoroof uses an stormwater from the upper parking lot . 10T
innovati t the east end of the site @ Green Streets
innovative conveyance system of gravel a . {11) TIBBETTS ST
channels to.collectk overﬂo'\a/ a.nd :nect itto @ Café Au Play 00 ©06 O Planters, Swales,
the gEPin K your S in the garagg 5633 SE Division St-Take a coffee break at Rain Gardens (£) Nuestra Cocina Yo X to a stormwater planter. Green streets along six inches of soil planted with grasses, ¢1) omsi ®0
offIrving and checkin at the front desk. (afé Au Play on Division. This non-profit SE 22nd Ave and Division St-This Division collect runoff from the road. wildflowers and sedum. Park your bike 1945 SE Water Ave—Landscaped swales in
() Liberty Centre Garage ®0 O coffee shop has numerous sustainable a Other Technologies commercial retrofit project features a ¢%) st.Philip Neri 60 at the south entrance and check in both parking lots have curb cuts that allow
NE Oregon St between 6th and 7th Ave— stormwater features (swales, downspout downspout disconnected to a stormwater SE 16th Ave and Division St=This rain at the front desk. stormwater to flow in. This swale was the
Stormwater planters along 6th and 7th disconnection, pervious paving). Across planter, a porous concrete parking area, i ‘ first in the city.
avenues collect and filter runoff from the 57th Avenue, a green street cugrb extension () Hosford Tree ® and an ecoroof on the trash Shehgf A g'ardenbcapmresdrunoff - ol ® pec e, o i '
level of th kes sch 'l ) ‘ Hosford Middle School ina lotls o : Via curb cuts and conveyance pipes. Education Plaza @ RiverEast 09SO
top level of the garage. MaKes SCUgp - 10siNgs sal. 2303 SE 28th Place—Friends of Trees, p:rous concrete parking lots also across — ¢Ey 13¢th Avenue and Clay Street 1626 SE Water AveThe plaza 1515 SE Water Ave—Planters and swales
Buckman Heights oo © Sunnyside 000 Hoford Middle &bl and the Bupea of t EISUEEt tothe east. Around the corner a Green Street 0® combines stormwater management manage runoff from the roof, parking
Apartments . Environmental School Environmental Services worked togetherto sculptural downspout flows to a planter. Landscaped curb extensions manage with an interpretive exhibit and public lot, public plaza, and adjacent streets.
430 NE 16th Ave-The courtyard rain garden 3421 SE Sa.Imon St—Look for . plant the first street tree of the Tabor to the ED People’sFoodCo-op QOSSO 74,000 gallons of stormwater annually art in the Central Eastside Industrial Construction waste from the building
infiltrates runoff from the downspouts. naturescaping and a ClOb SUUC'[_UTe with an River program. Stop to admire the tree and 3029 SE 21st Ave—Lgok for two ecoroofs, while improving pedestrian and bike District. The rain garden at PCC's CLIMB remodel was recycled for the sculptures.
O Buckmian Tervace 000 ecoroof on the school’s south side. plaque on Grant Street, downspouts that drain to an underground safety. This site marks the entrance to the Center for Advancement along SE Clay
Apartments @ Hawthorne Hostel 00O cistern, and green street facilities along (lay Green Street project, which provides Street collects stormwater runoff from
NE 16th Ave and Sandy Blvd—See 3031SE Hayvthorne Blvd- @ Residential Rain Gardens O ® Tibbetts and SE 21st. a safer, greener route to the river for the center’s roof and the adjacent street.
stormwater planters along NE 16th that Artful fish disperse roof runoff to planters on Caruthers Street (1) New Seasons Market OO pedestrians and bicyclists. There is also an ecoroof on top of the
are raised or level with the sidewalk. The that drain to cisterns for storage. Nine homeowners installed rain gardens SE 20th Ave and Clinton St-Interconnected ~ ¢1) Multnomah County Building & educational kiosk. Additionally,
sidewalk curves to protect mature trees. The hF)Ste| uses thg stored water to on their property along Caruthers. The swales collect runoff from the roof, outdoor 501 SE Hawthorne, 5th floor there are landscape swales in the
See an ecoroof above the front entryway, flushits toilets. Living walls and a rain gardens are clustered between plaza and parking lot. One downspout (accessible during business hours)— parking lot, accessible from
permeable pavers on the ground, and a bioswale filter any cistern overflow. 22nd and 24th avenues. showers over a sculpture and another drains The 11,893 square foot ecoroof has Water Avenue.

swale along the building’s west side. The ecoroof is over the porch.
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Resources

Bureau of Environmental Services. Learn about green infrastructure
and stormwater management at www.portlandoregon.gov/bes

Tabor to the River integrates hundreds of sewer, green infrastructure,
tree planting and other watershed projects to improve sewer system
reliability, stop sewer backups in basements and street flooding,
control combined sewer overflows (CSOs) to the Willamette River, and
restore watershed health. Learn more about the program and how to
get involved at www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/tabor

Community Watershed Stewardship Program (CWSP) Grants. Grants
of up to $10,000 to citizens and organizations to encourage watershed
protection and enhancement at the local level. Learn more at
www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/cwsp

Clean River Rewards. Learn how to save money on your stormwater
utility bill and work for clean rivers and healthy watersheds at the
same time. Information at www.cleanriverrewards.com

Green Street Stewards. Work with the city to care for Portland’s green
streets. www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/greenstreetstewards
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