Agenda Item 644 & 645

CENTRAL CITY POTENTIAL SWIMMING BEACH SITES

TESTIMONY

37293
2:00 PM TIME CERTAIN

37294

EASTBANK CRESCENT RIVERFRONT PLAN

IF YOU WISH TO SPEAK TO CITY COUNCIL, PRINT YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, AND EMAIL.
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Taken Life
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The Blackwater River, Fermoy, Ireland 2016. Susan West, Friends of RiverPlace.
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Testimony 6.7.17 Willamette River Access for swimming
Susan West

Friends of RiverPlace, a Spirit of Portland Award winning group, has spent
over 2 years and hundreds of hours partnering with city & state agencies to
make Poet’s Beach and RP clean and safe.

Our hard work is paying off as we slowly but surely are creating a city of
River Lovers that protect and care for this great natural resource.

We have been dreaming of open, free and equitable Willamette access.

Beach and swim access will make Portland’s Waterfront a DESTINATION,
which was what the City Council had in mind when they planned RP and
pushed through the Big Pipe Project.

We envision the mighty Willamette River to be as well known internationally
as the Danube. (Somebody compose a waltz!) We see downtown workers
wading at lunchtime, leaving with lower blood pressure, plenty of smiles and
new friends. This is nature at its best, right at our front door, waving us in.

Really, how can we have a river without kids, swimming, sun and
lemonade? With 2100 hotel rooms, 700 residents and a school within 2
blocks of Poet’'s Beach wanting access to nature, let’s not ignore our city’s
best asset: our river. Put up those great new signs, make improvements and
let's move forward. With a little bit of love and attention we can be a better
city.

As Neil Walsh stated: “Every decision we make is not about what to do, but
about who we are.”

We are a city that loves our public spaces and our river.

Let’s open our arms to both sides of our precious river. It will transform our
lives.

Slow down Portland and stay awhile!

Friends of RiverPlace is composed of residents, businesses, the Intemational School, paddlers,
boaters and other interested citizens.
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