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Your dayor spesks and makes his weekly report to the people.

We present Hayor Earl Riley, Director of Civilian Defense in this aves,

who appears at this hour each week to discuss matters of locsl interest

in connection with the war effort. The discussion is conducted by our

special interviewer, Hr. Herbert Johnston. Hr, Johnston.

Good evening Mayor Riley, and good evening citizens of Portland . . .

Spring has come and with it has come the big annusl seasonal question,
mosquitoes. Ohould we prepare to swat or is scmething being done about it
shead of time so we wonit have to swat? The casual observer has noted that
conditions are just about right for a humper crop of healthy mosguitoes,

lots of rain, lots of high water to provide plenty of stagnant pocls later,
and soc on. B0 we turn to Hayor Riley to ask hiam about the prospects . . .
should we start getting priorities on swatters and ointment or have you sone
substitute?

Well, Herb, I don't think they're making ewatters this year, we arse hoping

we wont need them., I believe that this sessen offers the best prospects
Portland and vieinity has had in years for a fine crop of hungry mosquities,
but I don't think we're going to be bothered. That's a pretty broad statement,
but I know that under the mosquito control system inaugurated in Portland,
there is no excuse for a plague or for mosquitoes in any great mmbers living to
see the stage of life .uhan they have sven a pair of wings, let alone & stinger.
The season is just right for mosquitoes and congequently we are organiszed to
put on a more extensive fight than ever before. Host of us can remeaber when
mosquito fighting was striectly a fight between esch individusl snd each
mosquito. If the individusl was fast enough, the mosquito wes desd. If not,
the individusl had & lump and a sear marking the lost fight. But today the
plan has changed and it is s fight between the public ccllectively and the
mosquitoes collectively.

In other words, welve ganged up on them.

Tes., The swatting method didn't accomplish much. Where one mosquito was
smashed, & flock of new ones was on hand to take over. So now the plan has
been developed te swat a million or perhaps even a billion at one swatiing and
do the swatting before the mosquito ever has a chance to grow wings or stinger.
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Herb We'd imagine, with all the new housing projects down in the lowlands
along the Willamette and Columbia rivers where mosgquitoss breed, the job
of killing theam of{ would be quite a chore.

Riley It will require very careful plgrming and a lot of hard work for quite a
force of people, Herb, but I don't think the people in these lowlands need
fear., I don't think they will be bothered with mosquitoes.

- Herb Suppose, Mr. Mayor, you go right shead and tell us the story about phnl
for a mopquitoless Portland this coming season.

Riley A1l right. It's quite a story, and I'm going to introduce the man who has
charge of the campaign - Mr, Ed Gsvin, head of the city's mosquite comtrol
division, to give all the details.

Gavin Good evening.

Riley Now, Ed, Herbert Johnston and maybe some of our listeners have visions of
swatting mosquitoes this summer. What do you say?

Gavin I can only say that I hope there worlt be any mosquitoes to swat.

Riley  They won't get to the swatting stage?

Gavin No. The campaign now under way undoubtedly will extersinate virtually the
entire crop. Naturally, occasional mosquitoes might slip through . . or
a high wind might blow some in from long distances at one time or another -
but ag far as a blg crop is concerned, there isn't much chance. There's
only one worry we have now and that is to get sutfici@ manpower, funds,

" and diesel oil to do the job. Also, we have some fear of possibly being
unable to oou&nl mosquito growth in some military areas where civilians
are not permitted to go.

Biley Suppose, Mr, Gavin, you go ahead and explain just how this control work
is done,

Gavin Mosquito control, Mr. Mayor, iz an activity of both city and county. This
year we have an added advantage of help and cooperation promised from the
shipyards and from the government and from other sources interested in
preventing mosquito trouble. They are especially interested and ready to
spend money in the fight for protection of the health of workmen and for
saving of time that would otherwise be lost by individuale in fighting
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nmosguitoes. The attack is one of attack of breeding grounde with oil.
Phat kind of oil?

Just plein diessl.

How about rationing restrictionst

They won't apply. We've already gotten an zllotment of enough oil to do
a thorowgh job and we can get more if it is needed.

Spreading this oil on stagnant water does what?

It chokes the mosquitoes. Before they take ﬂ.m » the mosgquite floats in
the water with his tail on the surface. He breathes through his teil
and tb.b.fih of oil clogs up his breathing spparatus and suffocates him.
The mosquito fight has started within the last few deye snd will continue
uatil aidsumser, Is that correct? |

Yes.

How do you know when to start?

e kesp an inspector or two on the lookout with the first signs of Spring.
These men nake the rounds of the swaups and stagnant pools and dip out the
water. The minute they find signs of mosquito life they report in and our
work starts. By signs of mosquito 1life I mean - when they see the mosquito
larvae wriggling about in the water with their tails pimned against the
surface of the water, we know it is tise to start because mosquities ia
this stage are rapidly on their way to growing wings and setting forth on
their hunt after human and other blood.
Botdoyouroachthnuw”ohmatﬂusmtim?

Ve have the entire territory within 20 miles of Portlend mapped out, and
know where every mosguito-breeding place is. When oiling time comes, we
put a large crew of men in the fioldnohmiuaunkih‘audum
spray gun, These men wade about these pools and spread the oil, The whid
helps to distribute it.

It must take a lot of oil to do all this.

At least 10,000 gallons. Probably more will be used this year because

we are going to do the job more extensively this year. The extent to
which we go spells the extent to which the city will be free from mosquitoes.
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Well, now, Mr. Gavin, if you make a good job of it and kill all the
mosquitoes in a year, where does the crop for the next year come from?
Nature um to take care of that, Mr. Mayor. We are never able to kill
all the mosquitoes and those that are left lay their eggs. The eggs lie
dormant in the mud, or in the xfua, or in the water all during the yesr
and when the right time comes, they quickly come to life and start in the
process of making mosguitoes. If we were to de nothing for just one yesr,
we would have the answer about whether the supply of mesquitoes might be
gone. Except for the mosguito contrel work each year, the pest would be
serious. OSome years it would be worse than others, of course, bul any
year would be bad. This ie just as & mstural result of the number of
pocls and dbreeding places which are found im any territory where there is
lots of water - - lots of rainfall. Another thing te bear in mind is that
the most common type of mosguito - - the type the most nmumerous in this
loecality, is the floodwater type. Its egge are laid after the floodwater
recedes and they lay dormant until covered by flood water the next year. |
They can remain dormant for years if there is no flood water. This type is
our worst problem because they are the most numerous, heve the longest
flight renge and will seek humen inhsbitation. Their breeding plece
comprises several thpumnd acras of lowlands along the Columbia and Willamette
Rivers which are visted almost ammuslly by Spring conditions.

Are there other kinds of mosquitoes beside these flood water types?

Yas, seversl kinds, esch with its different habits. There is one type that
prefers animal blood to that of humans, Another type lays ite eggs on the
surface of the water and these eggs sometiames are carried long distances
and distributed. This type also makes necessary the annual control werk
beeause the eggs often come in from places we never reach in our work., And
there ere several other kinds,

Do we have any of the malaria carrying types?

Yes - occasionally we run across some, bul heretofore we have had no malaria.

¥hat we might get now that we have thonland:‘gtnr ‘gulgmw M
gcrb‘mr"rﬁ g‘a%m it. Some newcomers to Portland

might, of course, be malaris onrrhﬂu_
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How can you tell the different types of mosquitoes?

Bach has its own distinctive marikings, shapes or habits. The malaria type,
for instance, ites sclentific name is Anopholes - may be recognized from the
way 1t appears Lo stand on its head when getting ready to sting.

How far do these mosquitoes fly from their place of _hd.rth?

The range ie froa 3 to 15 miles depending on wind conditions and the types
of mosquitoes. The average lemgth of life of the mosquito iz about six
rveeks, OSome types live longer.

¥hat damage de they do other than sting and annoy?

They affect different people in different ways. Otinging of some people
causes serious irritation and even sever swelling and a nauseating feeling.
They are a gerious menace, of course, to golfers, plonickers and bathers,
From s commercial standpoint they drive tourists away, they kill real .
estale deals, and they cause great loss in berry fislds where workers will
not stay to pick berries or other crops. Another thing - they often cause
a serious decrease in milk and poultry production, Stock and poultry have
no chance to rest and sometimes must be kept in barme or sheds, necessitating
dry feeding in place of natural pastursge.

Do ‘all types sting? |

Ho, Mayor Riley, only the females. The males have ‘plmed or featherly
beaks and never sting.

S50, then, the female of the species 1s what is bad?

Yes, the female does the stinging and does the laying of eggs - that uakes
the battle a continuing one.

Fhat 1s the approximate asrea of the breeding places that have to be covered?
About 4,000 acres.

Will you tell us now just how you# proceed to cover this big area?

well, »ono of the most important features of Hosquito Control is the duty
assigned to scouts - - a continual test of all streams. Thisis done by
using dippers half scresned and the uom of wrigglers per dipper is
recorded in the scout's reoport. The next move is submission of said reports
to the foremen in charge, who imaediately assigns un oil orew %o that ares.
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These men are equipped with 40 1lb. ’vqil pumps which they earry on their
backs and operate by hand, laooatiom that cannot be reached in this mxmorv
are taken care of by motor boat froam which the oil is sprayed by pumps
installed in the boat. At no time 1s oil put on tho water unless we have
definite proof that there are wrigglers presemt. A special crew is used

%o ofl fire barrels on trestles and areund reilvesd yards. . We als0 use )

a brush cutting crew to cut trails through the underbrush. This in turn

cuts down the cost of operation due to the fact thuat the eilers can get

through more easily.

1 think, ¥r. Gavin, that you have some advice also for the public - - I
@ean some information as to how the public may help in the fight sgainst
the aosquito pln‘m.

Isa, there are many things the public can do. To enmuserate I amight aention
that it will be of great help in our work if everybedy will do all they
can to eliminste standing water. If it cannot be druined, just cover the
surface with some waste oll. Keep covers on all rain barrels, or other
receptacles holding stele water. Clean out the drains on reoof gutters
regularly, keep cellars dry and stack boxes, pails, buckets, and tuba
upside down s0 that water will not stand in them. Bury or flatten tin
cans so they do not hold water. These are a few of the things that will
help a lot.

In other words, the more the public can do to eliminate stale water, the
less they will have to fight mosquitoes.

That's correet. You would be surprised at the mumber of mosquitoes that
can come from a tin can full of stale water. #And people, by helping in this
way, are helping themselves because the home-grown mosguitoes of this kind
are apt to stay near home and do their stinging.

In fighting mosquitoes it is not just a case of spresding oil once on the

prospective breeding grounds. It is & continuing fight during all of the
breeding sesson.

Yes, some lakes or ponds or pools have to be oiled several times. . Inspectors
must keep on the lookout continuously uhtﬂ. the season is over,
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How far out of Portland do you work?

e cover an area in some directions as far as 100 ailes.

Principally, of course, up and down the Colmb;a River.

Yes, starting up east of Hultnomah Falls and running many miles below
Vancouver and Portland in the river lowlands.

Well, I guess that tells the story of mosquitoes and the plans for keeping
Portland free during the coming seeson. I want to thank you, £ Gavin, for
coming here tonight to tell ue this interesting story of the service to be
gliven by the city and county and the other agencles that this year will

cooperzte.



