Optimism. Confidence. And Belief

| am here on behalf of the general public of Portland. | gave testimony, in
these chambers, last week about the lack of public awareness around the
Centennial Mills development and this week I’d like to point out an
example of a recently approved building that had virtually no public
awareness. This development is in the NW 13th Ave. Historic District.

It’s an office building, nearly twice as tall as the adjacent historic
buildings and as such not compatible with adjacent building heights in the
district. Not only has this project been approved, it is due to begin
construction by the end of 2017. The proposed building is on the NE
corner of NW Glisan and NW 13" Ave. The location is currently a street
level parking lot.

The NW 13" Avenue Historic District Design Guidelines dated February
1996 state --To preserve the integrity and character of this special
neighborhood, the guidelines stress that new development vertical
heights are to be compatible with adjacent contributing historic
buildings. Note: All 21 buildings in this historic district are contributing
(Refer to graph poster)

The people of Portland deserve to have a greater voice in the approval
process of this building, which is in the historical heart and backbone of
the Pearl District. Allowing a building at this height will set a bad
precedent for maintaining the historical character of this vital and
universally acclaimed district.

Ted Wheeler Quote: |/ think it is a huge mistake that you cannot reverse
if you take a historic neighborhood or an historic business district that
has unique architecture and you take that unique architecture away...
then you are robbing the community of its uniqueness.

As a concerned citizen, and knowing that most people are unaware of the
approval process, | raised awareness within the community and created a
petition. In less than a day’s time | got over 100 signatures supporting the
position that the proposed building is too tall for the historic district.
(Refer to signed petitions)



| presented my research and findings to the Landmarks Commission who
thanked me for my efforts but said that it was too late. They further said
if I’d brought the information to them sooner, they very well could have
ruled that the building was not compatible in height with the rest of the
District.

That was very frustrating, since | had attended every public hearing and
presented my information on as timely a basis as the process allowed.

The architects, builders, and developers were all heavily involved in this
process-- everyone but the public.

The good news is the 14 day right to appeal period is still open; expiring
this Friday March 31%. The bad news is it costs $5,000. | am just not in a
financial position to take one for the entire Portland general public
‘team’.

This is where the people of Portland need your help and more importantly
need your leadership. | am asking, on behalf of the citizens of Portland
that you waive the $5,000 appeal fee and allow the public to have a voice
in this important decision.

I’m not asking that you agree with my assessment of the situation, | am
merely asking for an opportunity for the public to be involved in this
process on the front end rather than being discouraged when they find
out after the fact.

‘It is not the function of our
governmernt to keep the citizen
from falling into error; it is the
function of the citizen to keep the
government from falling into etror.”

—  Supreme Court Justice
— Robert Jackson
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NW13th Ave Historic District Design Guidelines

(Relevant excerpts regarding approval criteria for height and visual

compatibility)

e One of the essential elements which defines the character
of the NW 13" Ave Historic District is the high degree of
compatibility among its visual elements and architectural
relationships

e Contemporary design for new buildings and additions to
existing buildings is not discouraged if such design is
compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and
character of the district, buildings or its environment

e The added height is visually compatible with adjacent
historic buildings



Co:mparative Buildjng Heights in Nw 13th Ave Histqric District
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A new office building is proposed on the NE corner of NW Glisan and NW 13th Ave. The location is currently a street level parking lot.

Itis the last buildable lot within the boundary of the NW 13th Ave Historic District. To preserve the integrity and character of this
special neighborhood, the Historic District’s development guidelines stress that heights be compatible with adjacent buildings.

The proposed building would be 96 ft high, and would be the tallest building in the Historic District. To put this in perspective, the
average building height in the Historic District is around 50 ft. Only two buildings, built about 100 years ago, are over 75 ft.

We are hoping to have the height of the proposed building reduced to better fit into the neighborhood. Please sign below if you
agree it is too tall as planned. (Your information will not be used for any other purpose and you will not be contacted.)

Name Signature Address zip




A new office huilding is proposed on the NE C@NW Glisan and NW 13th Ave. The location is currently a street level parking lot.

It is the last buildable lot within the boundary of the NW 13th Ave Historic District. To preserve the integrity and character of this
special neighborhood, the Historic District’s development guidelines stress that heights be compatible with adjacent buildings.

The proposed building would be 96 ft high, and would be the tallest building in the Historic District. To put this in perspective, the
average building height in the Historic District is around 50 ft. Only two buildings, built about 100 years ago, are over /5 ft.

We are hoping to have the height of the proposed building reduced to hetter fit into the neighborhood. Please sign below if you

agree it is too tall as planned. (Your information will not be used for any other purpose and you will not be contacted.)
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( -jlj‘/ A new office building is proposed on the NE corner of NW Glisan and NW 13th Ave. The location is currently a street level parking lot.

\/ Itis the last buildable ot within the boundary of the NW 13th Ave Historic District. To preserve the integrity and character of this
special neighborhood, the Historic District’s development guidelines stress that heights be compatible with adjacent buildings.

The proposed building would be 96 ft high, and would he the tallest building in the Historic District. To put this in perspective, the
average building height in the Historic District is around 50 ft. Only two buildings, built about 100 years ago, are over 75 ft.

We are hoping to have the height of the proposed building reduced to better fit into the neighborhood. Please sign below if you
agree it is too tall as planned. (Your information will not be used for any other purpose and you will not be contacted.)

Name Signature Address zip
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A new office building is proposed on the NE corner of NW Glisan and NW 13th Ave. The location is currently a street level parking lot.

Itis the last buildable lot within the boundary of the NW 15th Ave Historic District. To preserve the integrity and character of this
special neighborhood, the Historic District’s development guidelines stress that heights be compatible with adjacent buildings.

The proposed building would be 96 ft high, and would be the tallest building in the Historic District. To put this in perspective, the
average huilding height in the Historic District is around 50 ft. Only two buildings, built about 100 years ago, are over /5 ft.

We are hoping to have the height of the proposed building reduced to better fit into the neighborhood. Please sign below if you
agree it is too tall as planned. (Your information will not be used for any other purpose and you will not be contacted.)

Name Signature Address zip
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A new office building is proposed on the NE corner of NW Glisan and NW 13th Ave. The location is currently a street level parking lot.

It is the last buildable lot within the boundary of the NW 13th Ave Historic District. To preserve the integrity and character of this
special neighborhood, the Historic District’s development guidelines stress that heights be compatible with adjacent buildings.

The proposed building would he 96 ft high, and would be the tallest building in the Historic District. To put this in perspective, the
average building height in the Historic District is around 50 ft. Only two buildings, built about 100 years ago, are over 75 ft.

We are hoping to have the height of the proposed building reduced to better fit into the neighborhood. Please sign below if you
agree it is too tall as planned. (Your information will not be used for any other purpose and you will not be contacted.)
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A new office building is proposed on the NE corner of NW Glisan and NW 13th Ave. The location is currently a street level parking lot.

It is the last buildable lot within the boundary of the NW 13th Ave Historic District. To preserve the integrity and character of this
special neighborhood, the Historic District’s development guidelines stress that heights be compatible with adjacent buildings.

The proposed building would be 96 ft high, and would be the tallest building in the Historic District. To put this in perspective, the
average building height in the Historic District is around 50 ft. Only two buildings, built about 100 years ago, are over 75 ft.

We are hoping to have the height of the proposed building reduced to better fit into the neighborhood. Please sign below if you
agree it is too tall as planned. (Your information will not be used for any other purpose and you will not be contacted.)

Name Address zip
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Moore-Love, Karla

From: Parsons, Susan

Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2017 11:41 AM

To: Moore-Love, Karla

Subject: FW: Request for City Council communications speaking time slot

Susan Parsons
Assistant Council Clerk
City of Portland

susan.parsons@portlandoregon.gov

503.823.4085 s

From: John Hollister [mailto:jhollister@greatergiving.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2017 11:30 AM

To: Parsons, Susan <Susan.Parsons@portlandoregon.gov>

Subject: Request for City Council communications speaking time slot

Susan,

Thank you for your time this morning | look forward to hearing back from you regarding a Communication’s speaking
opportunity on March 29" . My name is John Hollister 503.956.6294 jhollister@greatergiving.com

My topic is NW 13t Ave Historic District’s ongoing and proposed development projects and my concern on how it aligns
with historic district preservation goals.

Let me know if you need more details
Thanks,

John

John Hollister
REGIONAL SALES MANAGER | GREATER GIVING INC.

T:503.597.0355 | JHOLLISTER@GREATERGIVING.COM
SERVICE. DRIVEN. COMMERCE

Connect with Greater Giving:

OOEO®OE

NOTICE: This email message is for the sole use of the addressee named above and may contain confidential information.
Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, distribution or duplication of this message or any attachments is expressly prohibited.
If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email and destroy all copies and backups of the original message.
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