
ORDINANCE No. 1 8 8 2 9 1 

* Declare the SW Broadway Drive property surplus real property and authorize the Bureau of Parks & 
Recreation to dispose of the property by sale on the open market. (Ordinance) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council finds : 

1. The Bureau of Portland Parks & Recreation ("PP&R") has owned and operated this SW 
Broadway Drive property, Tax Lot Property Number R327748, depicted in the attached Exhibit B, 
since Multnomah County transferred the property to the City of Portland in 1984 via quit claim deed. 
The property is adjacent to 872 SW Broadway Drive. A legal description of the property is attached 
as Exhibit A. 

2. Thick, volunteer vegetative growth chokes the site, and it sits on a grade in excess of 20%. 
The square-shaped site slopes sharply downward to its southern property line, which ends at a 
sheer cliff face almost 100' in elevation. The property does not have any cultural or heritage 
significance and there are no deed restrictions. 

3. The property would not be convenient for park users, provides no connectivity to existing parks 
in the area, and would not create demand for a park use, either now or in the future. Therefore, for 
PP&R's purposes and needs, it is considered excess property. 

4. During three different time periods - in 2013 , 2014 and 2016 - Parks has notified all City 
Bureaus regarding the availability of this specific property and no bureau or agency has ever 
expressed interest in purchasing or acquiring the property. 

5. Though PP&R has invested very few resources in this property, it may provide value if the 
property was sold on the open market. Its best use may be as a residential home site, or as a 
means to expand an adjacent lot. 

6. The Portland Bureau of Transportation wants PP&R to disclose the following information to any 
purchaser: 1) As a condition of development of this site, the Portland Bureau of Transportation will 
require a dedication of right-of-way along the frontage of SW Broadway Drive in accordance with 
City Code 17.88.020. The approximate depth of the dedication along the frontage is 10 feet; and, 2) 
the following statement should be included in any sales agreement: "With regards to the existing 
retaining wall on the site, the buyer will be assuming ownership of the wall along with the property. 
This includes maintenance of the wall, as well as the responsibility for the lateral support for SW 
Broadway Drive above it." This language, or similar language, should appear in any document that 
transfers title to the property. 

7. PP &R has moved the property through the City's surplus property process and that process has 
included a declaration that the property was excess real property, the notice provided to other City 
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Bureaus in 2016, notice provided to the public for 60 days of public comment and now the 
presentation of this Ordinance before Council. 

8. Several citizens who live in the area, including an adjacent property owner, have become 
aware of the property's availability because of the public notice and they have contacted PP&R 
to indicate an interest in purchasing the property. No other feedback has been received from the 
public. 

9. PP&R is now before Council, requesting that Council declare the property surplus and authorize 
PP&R to sell the property on the open market. 

NOW, THEREFORE, The Council Directs: 

a. The SW Broadway Drive property adjacent to 872 SW Broadway Drive, 
Multnomah Tax Lot R327748, is declared to be surplus real property and the 
Bureau of Portland Parks and Recreation is authorized to take all steps necessary 
to sell the property on the open market. This authorization includes the ability to 
recruit and hire a real estate broker who will assist in the open market sale of the 
property. 

b. The transfer document for the property shall contain statements that disclose the 
following information: 1) As a condition of development of this site, the 
Portland Bureau of Transportation will require a dedication ofright-of-way 
along the frontage of SW Broadway Drive in accordance with City Code 
17.88.020. The approximate depth of the dedication along the frontage is 10 
feet; and, 2) the following statement should be included in any sales agreement: 
"With regards to the existing retaining wall on the site, the buyer will be 
assuming ownership of the wall along with the property. This includes 
maintenance of the wall, as well as the responsibility for the lateral support for 
SW Broadway Drive above it." 

Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists because a · delay in disposing of the 
property would unreasonably impact the sale and development of the property, therefore, this Ordinance 
shall be in force and effect from and after its passage by Council. 

Passed by the Council: MAR 2 2 2Dll 
Commissioner Fritz 

Prepared by: F. Dennis James 

Mary Hull Caballero 
Auditor of the c· y of Po~la) 

BY, d«__y~ 
eputy 
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