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Dear Heritage Tree Enthusiast,
 
Portland’s Heritage Tree program began in 1993 when City Council 
enacted an ordinance establishing the program as part of the city’s 
code. The following year, the Council began the process of designating 
specific trees as part of the program. However, a few trees had 
previously been designated as either Historic Landmark Trees or as 
Historic Trees (beginning in 1973).  These were incorporated into the 
new program.
 
The ordinance specifies that Heritage Trees are those that are 
regarded as being of “special importance to the city” because of “their 
age, size, type, historical association, or horticultural value.” Before a 
tree can be designated, a qualified arborist must certify that the tree 
being considered is sufficiently healthy by virtue of having enough 
space for its limbs and roots to grow.
 
The city’s Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) is charged with the 
duty of making recommendations to the City Council regarding 
which trees should be designated as Heritage Trees. Any resident 
of the city may nominate trees to be designated, which are then 
evaluated by the UFC Heritage Tree Committee. The entire Urban 
Forestry Commission reviews proposed designations and makes 
its recommendations to Council. Once the City Council officially 
designates trees, the city forester affixes a special plaque to each tree 
and adds them to the list of designated trees.
 
Heritage Trees may belong either to the city (by being on public 
property, in parks or in street rights-of-way) or they may be privately 
owned. Currently, 53% of the designated trees are privately owned. 
However, privately owned trees may only be designated with the 
consent of the owner who must sign a special form. Once the owner 
has done so and designation occurs, this process binds all future 
owners who succeed them in the chain of title. 
                      
Once designated, it is against the law for any person to remove, 
destroy, injure, or cut any Heritage Tree. This includes tampering with 
protective devices installed on the tree. Even pruning may only be 
undertaken with the permission of the City Forester who must report 
any permits for tree care to the Urban Forestry Commission. Except 
in emergencies, the Urban Forestry Commission must hold a public 
hearing regarding removal of a dead, dying, or diseased Heritage Tree 
before approving or rejecting the removal. The commission may also 
recommend that designated trees be removed from the list when that 
status is no longer warranted.
       

Introduction
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Currently 292 trees in Portland are alive that have been designated 
as Heritage Trees (over time 323 have been designated). These 
include 125 species and 57 genera. Southeast Portland has the most 
Heritage Trees, then northeast and southwest, with fewer in north and 
northwest Portland, and the fewest downtown.  
 
Of all the programs in Oregon celebrating significant trees, Portland 
has the only one with legal teeth. Portland’s Heritage Trees are legally 
protected, and the owner’s responsibilities attach to the property title 
and must be recorded there. This program expresses the pride that 
Portlanders take in their significant trees and their determination to 
celebrate and protect them. Congratulations to all who recognized 
and help preserve these very special trees. I hope you will use this 
guidebook to visit some of these elders!   

Gregg Everhart, Chair
Heritage Tree Committee
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Heritage Trees by Species
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Heritage Trees by Location
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North Portland has a large population of Oregon white oaks (left to 
right, #27 and #200). Also known as Garry oak, this native species 
prefers full sunlight and is well adapted to dry summers. Portland’s 
heritage Oregon white oaks are likely the oldest trees in the Heritage 
Tree program as these trees can live 200-500 years when undisturbed. 
Trees 198, 199, and 200 are a beautiful trio found on private and 
public property at the former Open Meadow school site. They stand 
sentry over the bluff to the Willamette River, as they have for centuries.
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This California buckeye (#257) sports 10-inch white and 
pink ower clusters from May through August each year.
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The Italian stone pine (#178) is native to the Mediterranean. Its large, round 
cones produce edible seeds often called pine nuts. Stone pines have been cultivated 
in Europe for over 2,000 years. Unlike many other pines, its mature shape 
resembles an open umbrella or mushroom. This particular tree resides under 
high voltage power lines and has been pruned to provide clearance for the 
electrical lines. 
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These two trees provide a side-by-side comparison of oaks from the east 
and west US coast. Oregon white oak (left, #19) has leaves with 5-7 
rounded lobes while the northern red oak (right, #274) has leaves with 
4-5 pointed lobes. Oregon white oaks are found along the west coast 
from southern California to southwest British Columbia. Northern 
red oaks have a wide range and are found from the central to the 
northeastern US.
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The pin oak (left, #314) is native to the eastern and central US where 
it is a fast-growing pioneer and riparian species. Acorns are a tiny 1/2” 
and mature to a pale brown about 18 months after pollination. The 
Himalayan pine (right, #281) is quite rare in Portland and is native to 
the Himalayas, east to Afghanistan and north to Burma at elevations 
ranging from 6,000 to 12,000 feet.
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This weeping willow (#70) was planted between two houses on N. 
Missouri Ave. in north Portland. It towers above both homes, and its 
widespreading branches are covered in nger-length, drooping leaves. 
Large weeping willows often have leaning, multiple trunks as this one 
does. This tree is particularly magnicent in early spring, when the 
new yellow-green foliage appears.
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In the midst of Lower Macleay Park is Portland’s tallest tree, a native 
Douglas- r. Heritage Tree #134 is estimated to be between 300 and 
450 years old. The tree’s height was last measured in 1997, when it 
was scaled by a local arborist who dropped a tape measure from the top 
for an accurate reading of 242 feet. In the years since, the tree has likely 
become even taller. To visit #134, park at Lower Macleay Park off of 
NW Upshur Street. Follow the stream side trail up Balch Creek for a 
little less than a mile and look for the Heritage Tree plaque on the tree’s 
trunk. If you reach the Stone House, turn around - you’ve gone 100 
yards too far. 
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Portland’s rst Heritage Tree is an American elm, dubbed “The Burrell 
Elm.” The tree was planted in 1870 by Martin S. Burrell at the family 
estate. The area has been redeveloped and the tree is located in front of 
the YWCA on SW 10th Ave.
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Three Heritage Trees grace Lone Lone Fir Cemetery: the cemetery’s 
namesake Douglas-r (#294), a 100-foot incense cedar (#293, left) 
and the General Joseph Lane bigleaf maple (#295, right).
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This monkey puzzle tree (#236) is a male tree, as evidenced in the 
cones. This tree likely originated from the 1905 Lewis and Clark 
Expo where monkey puzzle seedlings were given away. The adjacent 
house was not built until 1911, but perhaps the tree was kept in a 
pot for several years prior to planting.
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In 1973, a four-inch Japanese pagoda tree seedling was given to Elaine 
Cogan, then the Chair of the Portland Development Commission, by 
Pat Nixon at the White House in recognition of the outstanding design 
of Pettygrove Park. The seedlings were from President Nixon’s favorite 
tree on the White House grounds. When she received the award, 
Elaine confessed to Pat Nixon that she was a little nervous. Pat Nixon 
replied, “Aren’t we all.” That day, President Nixon was in the Oval 
Ofce working on what were later known as Watergate tapes. This 
award ceremony was Pat Nixon’s last ofcial duty. Years later, the little 
four-inch seedling that Elaine had brought to Portland in her raincoat 
pocket has became a forty-ve foot tree and is still growing.
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While Douglas- rs are common in Portland, most are not very large 
and many of those in the Heritage Tree program can be challenging to 
nd due to their locations in parks or natural areas. This substantial 
tree (#279) is very accessible and is located near the fenceline walking 
path at Glendoveer Golf Course. Oregon’s state tree, the Douglas-r 
furnishes more products for human use than any other tree in the 
world, including lumber, paper, mulch, glue, and holiday trees. West 
of the Cascades, 8 out of 10 trees is a Douglas-r and these forests 
are home to a wide array of wildlife and ecosytems. Douglas-r trees 
can easily be identied by their cones, which have three pointed bracts 
sticking out between cone scales. The bracts resemble the back feet and 
tail of a mouse burrowing into the cone. 
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Although it is native to the southeast US, the southern magnolia 
fares well in Portland. Nearly 50 feet tall and 8 feet in 
circumference, #133 still has growing potential. 
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Lair Hill Park is home to a beautiful shagbark hickory (#174). Rare in 
Portland, this species is native from Quebec to Minnesota and south to 
Georgia and Texas. With age, the bark does indeed become shaggy. The 
leaves are alternate and pinnately compound with ve leaets. Edible 
nuts are encased in thick, woody husks.
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The Tartan elm, a variegated cultivar of smoothleaf elm, is 
very rare worldwide. #30 is one of only two in Portland and is 
approximately 100 years old.
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Southern catalpa (#298) blooms occur in large, upright panicles. 
Flowers are white and tube-shaped, with rows of yellow and purple 
spots.
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At 200 feet tall, this giant sequoia (#152) is the tallest of Portland’s 
sequoias in the Heritage Tree program. Located in Mt. Tabor Park, the 
tree has plenty of space to continue growing. In giant sequoia terms, 
this tree is a baby and will continue to grow: in it’s native California 
habitat trees can reach over 300 feet in height and live thousands of 
years.

188244



This blue atlas cedar (#309) has an unusual, octopus-like branch 
structure. An evergreen conifer, this species has bluish-green needles 
clustered on spurs. 
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This yellow bellower apple (#290) is the oldest grafted fruit tree on 
the west coast and the oldest apple tree in Oregon. It was planted in 
1850 on a homestead and bought from the pioneer Luelling and Meek 
Nursery in Milwaukie.
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Taken in 1927, this photo shows Heritage Tree #17, a tulip tree,  
thriving as a youngster in the background. 
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Coulter pine (#181) produces some 
of the largest cones of all of the 
pine family, up to 16 inches long 
and weighing several pounds when 
green.



Heritage Tree #31, a black walnut, is 90 feet tall and over 13 feet in 
circumference. Black walnuts are native to the eastern half of the US. 
This large tree has dark brown bark, divided by deep, narrow furrows. 
The leaves are alternate, pinnate, with 15-23 leaets and have a 
strong smell when crushed. The nuts are edible, but are much harder 
to extract from the husk and shell than English walnuts. Many of 
Portland’s black walnuts are affected by a fungal disease called thousand 
cankers disease, which is vectored by the walnut twig beetle. Affected 
trees show dieback that appears rst in the upper crown and  progresses 
to lower branches in succeeding years. 
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Heritage Tree #272, an Oregon white oak, is located at a private 
residence near Beggar’s Tick Wildlife Refuge in southeast Portland. 
Many older homes in Portland have hardwood oak oors, but they 
weren’t often sourced from this native oak. Oregon white oak often has 
a short, stubby trunk with heavy, gnarled limbs. Although this tree 
form doesn’t lend itself to easily creating straight boards at the sawmill, 
it certainly provides an interesting aesthetic beauty to the tree. 
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This sweet cherry (#211) was planted in 1905 and is one of the largest 
and oldest cherries in the city. In the spring, the tree is covered with 
white, ve-petaled owers.
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This ponderosa pine (#245) was planted in 1914 as part of a grove of 
pine trees by the homeowner, who loved pines. The only surviving tree, 
it is now 70 feet in height. Ponderosas are the most widely distributed 
pine in North America, and grow from the Pacic coast to South 
Dakota and from Canada to Mexico. As ponderosa pines age their bark 
turns from a dark brown to a yellow or orange hue, giving older trees 
the nickname “yellow bellies” or “punkins.” For a sweet surprise, cuddle 
up with a yellow belly and smell the cracks in the bark - it’s reminiscent 
of baking cookies with sweet tones of vanilla and butterscotch.
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Sellwood Park is home to this large river birch (#22). Entering the 
park, the tree is located on the right in the parking lot. It’s large size 
and low hanging limbs have withstood many visitors, although evidence 
of tall trucks passing can be seen on the bottomside of a few branches. 
River birch are native to the eastern US and are rarely found in 
Portland. As its name suggests, it prefers a wet habitat in oodplains or 
swamps. 
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Volunteers measuring American chesnuts #182 and #183.



This 80 foot tall Spanish chestnut (#74) graces the roadside in SE 
Portland. Spanish chestnuts are one of several species that produce edible 
chestnuts. The owers of both sexes occur on each tree as upright catkins, 
with the male owers in the upper crown and female owers in the 
lower crown. Flowers on a single tree are generally self-incompatible, 
so at least two trees are needed for nut production. The female owers 
develop into spiny cupules containing two to ve brownish nuts encased 
in a spiky sheath and ripen in fall. 
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Species Descriptions
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Best Tree Viewing Times 
Adapted from Trees of Greater Portland
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 New Edition (2013) by Phyllis Reynolds



Clockwise from top left: 1) HT #286, a ginkgo 

(Ginkgo biloba), displays beautiful fall foliage.  

2) Caucasian wingnuts (Pterostyrax fraxinifolia), 

HTs #80-88, line NE Knott Street. In summer their 

distinctive seeds hang in long 20” clusters.  

3) A linear planting of dawn redwoods (Metasequoia 

glyptostroboides) can be found adjacent to the 

parking lot in upper Macleay Park (HT #306). 4) 

HT #251, an English yew (Taxus baccata) nestles 

itself between two homes on SE Milwaukee Ave. 

adjacent to Brooklyn Park.
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