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In June of 2016, a fire in NE Portland severely injured two young children. Unfortunately, there was no 
functioning smoke alarm in the apartment. Working smoke alarms save lives and prevent injuries due to 
fire. If there is a fire in your home, smoke and fire spreads fast and smoke alarms give you time to get out 
safely. Having a working smoke alarm cuts the chances of dying in a reported fire in half. Almost two-
thirds of home fire deaths resulted from fires in homes with no working smoke alarms. 

In 2015, the City of Portland experienced 11 fire deaths, the largest amount since 1997. Over the past I 0 
years, the City of Portland averaged 5.6 fire deaths per year. Per the National Fire Protection Association, 
three of every five home fire deaths resulted from fires in homes with no working smoke alarms. In 2015, 
Portland suffered 80 civilian fire injuries, 13 firefighter fire injuries, and 11 civilian deaths. As we near 
the end of 2016, there have been 65 civilian fire injuries, 15 firefighter fire injuries, and three civilian fire 
deaths. 

The goal of Portland Fire & Rescue's Prevention Division is to save lives, property, and the environment 
by preventing fires before they start. The Prevention Division works to reduce the frequency and severity 
of fires and other life-safety incidents through a multi-disciplinary approach that includes education, 
engineering, and enforcement. 

In order to improve our fire-related death and injury statistics, PF&R will be implementing a new policy: 
we will be requiring that landlords document that each smoke alarm in every residential unit was tested at 
least once a year. State laws holds the tenants responsible for testing the smoke alarms in each unit: the 
tenant is responsible for testing the smoke alarm at intervals of six months or less, replacing dead batteries 
as needed, and notifying in writing, the owner of any deficiencies. The landlord of a rental unit must 
supply, install and maintain smoke alarms in each unit. 

PF&R's new policy is requiring that landlords maintain records that the smoke alarms were tested at least 
once per year; this is no different than the current practice of requiring that the landlord show 
documentation that various fire protection equipment, such as fire sprinklers, are tested per the fire code. 
The smoke alarm can be tested by the tenant or the landlord themselves. 

This new policy complements a variety of programs that PF&R has in place to educate our community 
about fire prevention and enforce live-saving codes. 

Our Public Education team offers targeted community outreach programs that are developed and 
implemented through our local schools, community organizations and events, and in the fire stations. Our 
public education team also partners with the Bureau of Development Services on landlord training classes 
twice a year that help property managers. 



Other programs that we offer our community include: free smoke alarm programs (including specialized 
smoke alarms for people who are deaf or hard of hearing); free home safety checks; educational activities 
with SUN school programs; a Fire Prevention Week coloring contest for youth; Safety Saturday days at 
Belmont Firehouse; Floor Warden training for businesses; Fire Evacuation and Emergency Preparedness 
presentations 

By partnering with landlords, residents, and property owners, we can make a difference in the numbers of 
deaths and injuries due to fire. 
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