
ORDINANCE No. 188112 
Amend provisions relating to possession of cannabis in parks to conform to State law 
(Ordinance, amend Code Section 20.12.040) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council finds: 

1. PCC 20.12.040.B prohibits possession of controlled substances by any 
person while in any City Park. 

2. The people of Oregon, through the initiative process, have amended State 
law regarding the recreational possession and use of cannabis. 

3. ORS 475.864(6)(a) has removed criminal liability for persons who are 21 
years of age or older and who possess in public no more than one ounce of 
usable cannabis. 

4. Under ORS 475B.820, it remains unlawful under State law for any person 
to use cannabis in a public place. 

5. It is in the public interest, in order to avoid confusion or to create a trap for 
unwary individuals who believe their conduct to be consistent with State 
law, to remove the prohibition of mere possession of cannabis in the 
City's Parks, so long as that possession is consistent with State law and so 
long as the cannabis is possessed in a closed container. 

6. The reference in PCC 20.12.040 to the definition of "prescription drug" 
should be amended to refer to the current numbering of that definition in 
ORS 689.005(34). 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. PCC 20.12.140 is amended as provided in Exhibit A to this Ordinance. 

Passed by the Council: NOV 2 3 2016 Mary Hull Caballero 

Commissioner Fritz 
Prepared by: Harry Auerbach 
Date Prepared: October 19, 2016 
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