
Impact Statement for Requested Council Action 

IMPACT STATEMENT 

Legislation title: Set procedure for returning evidence, found property and safekeeping prisoner 
property (Ordinance; amend Code Section 14C.30.040 and add 14C.20.050). 

Contact name: 
Contact phone: 
Presenter name: 

Jason Loos, Deputy City Attorney 
503-823-3120 
Jason Loos or Robert Routley 

Purpose of proposed legislation and background information: 

This legislation is needed to clean up the Code to reflect the procedure for the holding and return 
of property. Currently there is no Code provision addressing the procedure for holding and 
returning property held for safekeeping. The second part of the legislation deletes duplicitous 
language related to the disposition of weapons. Lawful weapons are returned to the lawful 
owner in the same manner as any other property. Unlawful or unclaimed weapons are destroyed. 

Financial and budgetary impacts: 

None. 

Community impacts and community involvement: 

The legislation is cleaning up the Code and does not result in any change to procedure. As such 
no community input was sought or received. 

Budgetary Impact Worksheet 
Does this action change appropriations? 

Fund 

0 YES: Please complete the information below. 
[8J NO: Skip this section 

Fund Commitment Functional Funded 
Center Item Area Proe:ram 

DECEMBER 2014 version 

Grant Sponsored Amount 
Program 



ORDINANCE No. 

REFERRED TO COMMISSIONER OF 
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Set procedure for returning evidence, found property and safekeeping prisoner property 
(Ordinance; amend Code Section 14C.30.040 and add Section 14C.20.050). 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section l. The Council finds: 

l. In 2001, Ordinance 175944 was approved by Council with the intent on setting 
forth procedure for returning evidence, found property and safekeeping/prisoner 
property. For reasons unknown, the section on safekeeping/prisoner property was 
left off. 

2. Through this Ordinance, the City shall codify the procedure for seizing, storing 
and disposing of property taken from prisoners and property seized for 
safekeeping purposes. The procedure set forth in Code will follow current 
practice. 

3. Section 14C.30.040 provides procedures for the disposition of weapons that are 
outdated and in conflict with other provisions of Code. 

4. This Ordinance will delete the conflicting language. The Ordinance will not 
result in any change to existing procedure. This Ordinance is a housekeeping 
matter. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. City Code Chapter 14C.20 is amended by adding a new section as follows: 

l 4C.20.050 Safekeeping/Prisoner Property. 

A. All lawful property seized or held for safekeeping or caretaking under City 
Code Section 14C.30.050 or City Code Section 14C.30.060 shall be released 
to the legal owner of that property upon demand by the legal owner for its 
return. The Bureau of Police shall make a reasonable attempt to notify the 
legal owner or rightful possessor of the property that the property can be 
claimed within 60 days. 

8. Prisoners shall receive a customer copy of a receipt for their legal property 
being held while in the custody of the City of Portland. This customer copy 
receipt shall serve as notice to the prisoner that the property is being held by 
the City of Portland until it can be claimed within 60 days. 

C. Property under this Section not claimed within 60 days from when it was 
seized or from the date of notice to the owner may be disposed of by the 
Bureau of Police in a manner provided by law. 
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b. Section l 4C.30.040, Seizure and Disposition of Weapons is amended as follows : 

14C.J0.040 Seizure tHt&-Dispasititm of Weapons. 

A. The Bureau of Police may seize and take possession of any dangerous or 
deadly weapon that is possessed unlawfully, or used unlawfully, or used for an 
unlawful purpose. The weapon may be disposed ofby the Bureau of Police in a 
manner provided by law. :i:he-weapon shall be held subjeet-te-dispesal--as 
pro1t1ided in-this Section: 

B. ##-is determined that the weapon-was-not possessed, carried, or used 
tlftlawfully,the·weftf*ffi-shaU-be-released-to-the-lawful-eWftef-tf.he-ershe-files..a 
timely-,.witten-elatm-wtth--the--Burettt:1: 

tt.-Withffl-eG-days-aftef-the weapon-was seized;-tHt-was-Het-heki 
for use as-evidence, er 

b.---With-i-n-eG-days after-½t-was releaseEi by directi¥e-ef.the Chief of 
Pettee-er-ceufl-order,tf.tt-was held fer-ttSe-as evidence, 

2.--#there-ts-a question-as--to-01,¥Rership er-fight-to possesste&,-the-weapon 
shall be released-as ordered-by-the court: 

t.---lf the neme-aoo-address-ef&-f*!fSeft·efltttled to claim--possession-efa-weapon 
tmaer-St:tbsectien---B:-ts-lffieWft-to·the B ureau-oA!ottee,the--Burettt:1-sha-U-gwe-th-at 
f)efSeft·Rotice as-previeed-in Portll¼fl6-Gitytede--l4G:~7 

D. If the wel¼f*)H-ts-net claimed -u-ooer-the-pro1t1isions-of Subsection--R-er-was 
possessed, oarried-oH:f-Sed-unlawful-ly--by-the oYmer, tt-+s-a-nuisanoe. Subject.to-a 
ce-u-rt-erder-to--the-centraf)', the-weapon-shall-be disposed-ef.a-s-prEWteed·tn 
St:tbsection E. to-G: 

E.--Subject to-af~fffiWal-of-the, Property/Evidence-Division, i.fthe-weapoo-+s-a 
firearm suitable-fer use by-the Bttreau-ef..Peliee, it-shaU-be-added-to-the-im1entory 
ef the Bureau, 

~Sttbject to Subsection G:-4-the-weapotHs-a-shotgun er-rtfl.e,tt-shall-be 
delt¥efed.to-the-Prorerty/Evidence-9ivtsteft,wh:ich-shall-dtspose-efit-m-the-same 
manner as surplus-property:-Howe-'t'ef,di~-shall be ooly-to-persons-who-ha¥e 
preqttaltfied-wft.h-the-Property/Evideooe Division-as-bemg-1 icensed-to-seH 
firearms at retail. 
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G.-Afly weapoo·aeseooee-ff½-8t:tasection-fl-that-ts-oot-~ee--ef.as-ordered by 
the-eeuft, or 8:S-f*6¥ided-ff½-&tbsection e. er F 7 sha:H-be-eestroyed-by-the 
Pfeperty/Evideflee-I}t¥fsfen7 

Passed by the Council: 

Mayor Hales: 
Prepared by: Jason Loos 
Date Prepared: 10/26/2016 
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Mary Hull Caballero 
Auditor of the City of Portland 
By 

Deputy 



I 

18 9 3 13 61-;-~ 
Agenda No. 

ORDINANCE 1NO. 
Title 

Amend _city Code to set procedure for returning evidence, found property and safekeeping prisoner property 
(Ordinance; amend Section Code 4C.30.040 and add Section Cede 14C.20.050). 

23 

INTRODUCED BY 
Commissioner/Auditor: 

Mayor Hales 

COMMISSIONER APPROVA 

Position 1/Utilities - Fritz 

Position 2/Works - Fish 

Position 3/Affairs - Saltzman 

Position 4/Safe - Novick 

CLERK USE: DATE FILED // ·" / ,:; -7 c, I lo 

Mary Hull Caballero 
Auditor of the City of Portland 

By /4-~/a~ 
/ Deputy 

ACTION TAKEN: 

NOV 2 3 2016 f!ONTB~WED TO 2 Pflr:: NOV 2 3 2016 

NOV 2 3 2016 PASSED TO SECOND READ!~G IJEC O 7 2016 9:30 A.M. 

~~~--+-~::::::.=::=-==-.=====t-, DEC O 7 2016 (c.e 'j(!_ le,( tt- /"' ?(-lb DEC O 7 2016 2 P .M 
Prepared by: .'.Jason Loos -::f L 

_ D_at_e _P_re.,_a_re_d_: _10_/2_6_/1_6 ___ -----1 DEC O 7 ZO 16 REFERRED TO COMMISSIONER OF 
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 

Financial lmP.act Statement & Public 
Involvement Statement 
Completed [2] Amends Budget 0 

Portland Policy Document 
If "Yes" requires City Policy paragraph stated 
in doc nt. 
Yes No 

City Attorney Approval: 
required for contract, code, easemen , ;_f 
franchise , com Ian, charter <J 

Council Meeting Date 
November 23, 2016 

AGENDA 

TIME CERTAIN D 
Start time: --
Total amount of time needed: 
(for presentation, testimony and discussion) 

CONSENT [2] 

REGULAR 0 
Total amount of time needed: --(for presentation, testimony and discussion 

FOUR-FIFTHS AGENDA COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS 

1. Fritz 1. Fritz 

2. Fish 2. Fish 

3. Saltzman 3. Saltzman 

4. Novick 4. Novick 

Hales Hales 

NAYS 


