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12:00 Noon Portland Realty Board
94th Birthday Anniversary of Portland
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Celebrating a birthday is always an auspicious occasione
Celebrating the birthdsy of a growing youngster like Portland is en
occasion tugeeds far more than auspiciouss We are gathered here today
to pay our respects in # more or less humble way to Portland as a
youngster who has just shed tattered swaddling clothes for long pants,
corduroy shirt, number 8 hat and number 12 shoes, He is stepping
out toward fame and fortune in manhood,

There was a day not so long_‘axo wihen we held some doubt about
the future of this youngster. We wondered, would he turn out soft and
flabby = a gentleman of leisure and coaflort content with the easier
course - satisfied to drift and take what came letting the other uore
ambitious kids get ahead while he enjoyed his comforts and complacency.
Or, would he develop into s he man, taking his place in a two fisted
world and fighting for his share of the world's offerings. I think,
as we view him today, we sec the answer = - & he man - - big arms,
big chest, deep voice, strong muscles and a nind of steel, a worker,
a go getter, o thinker and a doers He's chosen to fight his way with
brawn, brain and muscle and get everything that belongs to & young man
who sets his mind to making a name and place in life.

Personally I have had the honor and pleasure of eatching this boy
grow through a good part of hie youth - not hie babyhood but his teenss
He was always a likeable sort of kid - friendly, amiable, considerate of
[riends and neighbors but at the same time proud, haughty and determined.
fiis parents were, ol course, of genuine western piloneer stock and they
handed hinm a heritage of opportunity that would turn the hesd of any average
boye But not his, He seeued to grow up with a knowledge that he had to
‘work for what he got and that his heritage was good only to the extent that
he developed it by his own strength. Some of his brother and sister cities
didn't like the boy. It may have been jealousy or just kidlike rooli%u»
They called hiéz a spinster, a moss back, a web-foot, sleeping besuty aad

80 on. It didn't seem to bother because he went risht on and somehow seemed
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to win friends and keep growing snd developing. It seemed to me that
during his teens, jealousy at what he possessed and the fame he began
to achieve were the motives that caused the neighbor kids to keepr on
calling him names,

{ But the day arrived when all the youngstere grew up - Portland
among the rest and then we saw our boy really show his stuff, He has
become a leader among men., He has converted his resources into cash,

He has built and prospered and grown until today he is & man tc be reckoned
with. There's no more neighborly kidding. He's their example now,

It seems often to hapren this way in life. Our boy in whom others
can gee nothing of ability is very apt to be the one who comes out to the
good in the racc'for feme and fortune. I think the wmajority of those who
have been here over a long period of years have always apprecisted that
Portland had the makings of a great city and yet there was that constant
disturbing question of how znd when and to what extent it could be
brought about. It was bound to come. Portland was destined to grow
into a big, thriving city because there wss everything present to make it
such, bBut somehow this knowledge which we 8ll reslized so well did not
seen to be known or to be shured or verhans believed or eprrecisted by
the rest of the world. It went against the graia that others should be
8o dumb and at times we bolled over and tried to tell them. Soume of
you here today can well remember back to the days of the Lewis and
Clark Exposition when impatience with the lack of nationsl appreciation
for Portland's opportunities and adventages casused our civic spirited
enthusiasts to set a gosl. The slogen about which was built an elaborate
prograa of exploitation and advertising was "Portlund Great - Portland
Fine - 500,000 in 1909." The boys, of course, stepped §ut a trifle fast
in that but still, I belleve, they thought through some form of magic it
could or would be done. The census of 1910 - some five or six years
later kaocked the goal and the slogan into & cocked hat but it didn't mar
the enthusiasm. ore conservative goals were set after that and some of

them ceme mighty near belng reached., I wonder what really would have
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happened if they had won their 500,000 gosl by 1909. It would have mesnt a
population increase of around 400,000 in a matter of three or four years.
¥e went through an increase of 150,000 in sbout the same length of tine,
_se you can all appreclate now what sort of a mess they were fooling wiﬁh.

' It remalned for the war period of the late 30%s and the early 40's
to figally bring Fortland into her own. This is current knowledge and
uo need to go into statistics.  The rush came, the population came,
in?untny came, prosperity ceme and riff raff came. Everything we had
dreemed of for a generation came sll in a heap along with A lot of things
we didn't want to come. FPut we found the titter must be taken with the
sweet.

Pértland will never be the same. We've all heard that & thousand

times in thahlast few years and it is undoubtedly true, I hope. We dreaﬁ&d
of being a big prosperous clty all our lives and now that we've arrived

why grieve and crave to go back and stert dresming all over again,

It has disrupted our complacent ways of life to be'suro. It has
disturbed our slumbers. It has created inconveniences and has made 1ife
faster and harder to follow. It hes placed us on oué individusl ingenuity
to kaeﬁ up and get our share. But on top af-&ii it haa brought prosperity
and yroaperity geens to be what we want most in life. To get prosperity
means work. To keep prosperity meﬁns noré yark.

There is &n end to the present boom. There 1s an end to the rush
and bustlg that has enpuifed uskand swamped us in the last four years. A
time is coming when we must level off and catch our stride and éako our
blaco once more in the orderly, peaceful development of our wealth end
resources and facilities, We want that to be a‘march forward toward con=
tinued prosperity. We don't went it to be backward toward the days of
uneaployment and hardship.

Personally I think the fellows who invented the slogan "500,000 15
1909 had the right spirit but the wrong tvehniqua. The job of eelling

Portland could nét be done through advertising like our cigarette companies,
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They overlooked that others could advertise toc. Tacoas did and tleir
slogan was "Watch Tacoma Grow." OSeattle had a glognn and San Franclsco
and Los Angeles and all the rest. Now we have a iittle different idea
on which to hang our bat. Thousands upon thousands of ;eople have come
to Portland to sample its weather, its people, its facilities, its
working conditionas, its livimg'canditiona, its attractions snd its spirit.
Living here ase a part of Portland, these people have really been sold,
Advertising didn't do it. Experieace did. Among them are thousands
upon thousands of very degirable citizens. Thay.are skilled workers of the
highaat type. They are the kind of people who bailﬁ Portland in the first
place. They are the kind we went to keep here to bulld and grow and
prosper. There are some, of course, who will not stay. There are sone
we will not want to stay. There are some we will invite to leave. Dut
there are thousands upon thousends we will do everytbing within our power
to keeps.
Personally I have no doubt about the future. I can see the shape of

permanent prosperity. I think we will go on from war work to peace/:iﬁg.
I think we will see our great industrial front swing from the manufacture
of the implements and producte of war to the implements and products of
peace. I think we will find & place for those fine newcomers who wish
to stay. I think we will provide a place for those who previcusly made
Portiand their home and of greatest importance of all for those who dropped
th?ir places in our qommnnity life to go forth to fight our war.

: The resourcee are here - barely touched. The manpower, the munage-
ment end the capital are here, OQur blood hes been stirred by the tonic
of & great industrial experience. We've leurned what industry is and
what it does aund how it does it., We've learned that all the resources
that stood idle ia our back yard through all the past years are gold
needing only the touch of emblition to convert them to puyrodls and dividends,
Perhaps we may have to thank the gruesome war for opening our eyee to what

we have and for opening the gygg of the world to what is here. We would
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rather have had them opened in some other way but at vhatever cost, they've
been opened and will not be closed when war is out of the way.

This is not the time or ocecasion to bmme'@wifia as to what
the basis is for all this optimism but there is a basis and it is ;omd.
The group vho make up the membership of the Realty Board are perhaps in
a better position to know the facts than most any other of owr peoples
We know of the presence of ample labor of every kind, We know of the
titanic flow of slectric power that extends on inviting hand to post war
development, We know of the 80 or more industrial firms that are ready
to come and open up. We know of the ambitions and plans and intentions of
ug.. of industrialists who arve already heres Out of what we have plus
what we have now eigned wp plus what is certain to come when the pesce
time boom begins, I don't think Portland has much to worry about,



