Agenda Item 1032

TESTIMONY 2

:45 PM TIME CERTAIN

OPPOSE APPEAL OF PORTSMOUTH NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOC.

APPEAL BRIDGE MEADQOWS, 8710 N DANA AVE, LU 15-273480 CU AD

IF YOU WISH TO SPEAK TO CITY COUNCIL, PRINT YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, AND EMAIL.
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Moore-Love, Karla

From: Shawn Postera <shawn.postera@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2016 4:12 PM

To: Moore-Love, Karla

Subject: Conditional Use Housing Support Case File: LU 15-273480 CU AD Pre App: PC # 15-236150

Conditional Use Housing Support

Support for Bridge Meadows on N Dana and N Hunt (New Meadows)
Portsmouth Neighborhood

Case File: LU 15-273480 CU AD

Pre App: PC # 15-236150

Dear Council Clerk,

| am in support of the plan to build housing for youth aging out of foster care at Dana and Hunt called New
Meadows. Many of us moved to this neighborhood because of its history and focus on the sustainable diverse
development. Our world is changing quickly with housing prices going up we need to think about how to
develop to keep the character of diverse neighborhood.

| do believe that for to retain the character of our neighborhood we must create supported housing that is
targeted to the needs of individuals who need the most assistance in finding a way to a positive lived
experience that includes meaningful engagement in our community and sustainable independant life.

Supporting youth who have aged out of foster care is one way we are supporting a population who have been
involuntarily displaced because of housing prices going up. More importantly, offering all the opportunity to live
and grow in a positive and supportive environment. The idea that Bridge Meadows & New Avenues for Youth
is going to be guiding these youth through lessons most of us learn from our parents demonstrates that

there can be simple solutions to complex problems. Offering assistance to those who are seeking it is a best
practice in equity work and in this case it is helping a diverse population. Hosting a program in our community
is important because it takes a community to raise youth into adulthood. All interactions we have are important
and we can have a positive affect on each other.

This proposed project supports our vision by providing affordable housing to maintain the neighborhood’s
diversity and ensures that as property values rise in Portsmouth “low income housing residents should not be
involuntarily displaced”. | also believe that a diversity of housing based on income allows for our community to
be responsive to today’s need for low income housing and provides a structure that allows our community to
be strong when and if the market goes down. Going forward we cannot have neighborhoods with just one type
of housing to make it sustainable. We need to provide opportunities for everyone to stay in this neighborhood
as they go through life changes.
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Thank You,
Shawn Postera



