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The City Council on Wednesday approved a contractor and architectural firm for a five-year overhaul of the Portland 
Building. The 33-year-old administrative headquarters' full-scale renovation could cost nearly $200 million. 

$140M budget set, 2 firms picked 
for Portland Building renovation 
By Talia Richman 
The Oregonian/OregonLive 

Portland is pushing ahead 
with plans to renovate its 
administrative headquar-
ters, picking a contractor and 
architectural firm to carry out 
the reconstruction of down-
town's Portland Building. 

In a report approved 
Wednesday by the City Coun-
cil, the contract with Howard 
S. Wright Construction and 
architect DLR Group sets a 
guaranteed maximum price ~-l'l+fi'r?i-,~mt~'T'ffl"l"l"lll1T 
of$140 million for design and leave people in the building, 
construction work. The city how disruptive is it in the 
has said the total cost for the workplace?" 
project, which will be com- Howard S. Wright, which 
pleted by 2020, won't exceed beat out two other firms, 
$195 million. has experience with simi-

The remaining $55 million lar projects, company repre-
could be used for staff costs sentatives said Wednesday. 
and to lease office space for It worked on · the Edith 
around 1,300 city employees Green-Wendell Wyatt Fed-
who might have to move out eral Building down the street 
during renovations meant to from the Portland Build-
solve problems with water ing, finishing the project 10 

months ahead of schedule. 
"They know what they're 

doing;' Miller said. "We're 
very happy with that:' 

The council also set aside 
$1 million, or about 1 percent 
of hard construction costs, 
to provide opportunities for 
minority and women con-
tractors. 

"Let's be dear about what 
the council is committed to: 
using a portion of the cost 
to rehabilitate this building 
to create opportunities for 
people who have been left 
behind in the construction 
trade;' Commissioner Nick 
Fish said. 

Miller said he briefed May-
or-elect Ted Wheeler on the 
project Friday. 

"He wants to be comfort-
able with the numbers, and I 
think he will be;' Miller said. 

Wheeler is on a family 
vacation, campaign manager 
Michael Cox said, and unable 

to comment. 
Some have concerns with 

the city's plans. John Oh, 
who has owned the Port-
landia Cafe on the building's 
first floor since 1995, worries 
his business won't survive if 
employees are moved out. 

The city has promised ven-
dors 12 months' notice before 
they need to vacate, rent for-
giveness and the right of first 
refusal for space in the new 
'layouL 

But Oh asked the council to 
also consider providing com-
pensation for moving, mar-
keting and establishing new 
businesses in other locations. 

"While we appreciate 
these concessions, this does 
not cover the impact to our 
business or our futures; ' Oh 
told the council. "We have 
families that we support and 
who rely on our income:' 

• 
trichman@oregonian.com 



Design Criteria 
A variety of design criteria was presented during the initial project discussions that incorporated the needs and 
preferences of PDC and PBOT. These included, in no particular order: 

• Creation of a better image for the building 
• Improvement of safety and security 
• Improvement of the building's structure and waterproofing systems 
• Improvement of retail spaces in order to encourage quality tenants and higher lease rates>¢. 
• Improvement of elevator service 
• Support of alternate modes of transportation 
• Compliance with ADA to the extent possible 
• Discouragement of loitering and unsanitary uses of the building. 
• Replacement or updating of existing mechanical and electrical systems if beyond their useful life or if 

more energy efficient devices can be utilized. 

Methodology 
The project team consisted of PDC, PBOT, and FFA. The team maintained a consistent meeting schedule to 
develop the design and improvement recommendations. During these meetings- the team established a 
timeline and project milestones; reviewed initial results from the previous studies, and present a series of design 
recommendations and estimated costs. The team went through iterations of design concepts and cost 
estimates. PDC also convened a group of local retail real estate brokers and the Portland Business Alliance to 
weigh in on the design concepts and potential to command a higher rent as a result of the investment. FFA 
incorporated the feedback into the current design scheme. PBOT also reviewed the various options and 
alternates with respect to cost and operational impact and determined their preferred recommendations. 

FFA managed a consultant team consisting of KPFF Consulting Engineers, PAE Mechanical & Electrical Engineers, 
Architectural Cost Consultants, and Lerch Bates Elevator Consultants to confirm recommendations from 
previous reports and update with additional findings as needed through a series of reviews and site visits. The 
consultant team consolidated recommendations and developed three project scopes (Options A-C) of varying 
levels of intervention and the costs associated. Option A was intended to be baseline improvements and repairs 
that would upgrade all aspects of the buildings function and appeal. Option B goes beyond resolution of existing 
issues to include recommendations to further improve energy efficiency in the mechanical systems. Option C is 
a series of alternates that could be add-ons to either Options A or B. An estimate for these options was provided 
at this stage and reviewed with PDC and PBOT. Supporting documents for this process may be found in 
Appendix 1. 

October 30, 2015 
PDC and PBOT 

10th and Yamhill Parking Garage Study 
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PDC's focus on achieving widely shared 
prosperity among all residents of Portland by harnessing and expanding the 
agency's tools for job creation, place-making, and economic opportunity. 

Each goal is mutually reinforcing. Healthy, connected neighborhoods decrease 
the cost of access to jobs and services for low-income people and increase the 
likelihood of economic mobility; place-making throughout the city is cruciaJ in 
developing, retaining, and attracting workforce talent; an innovation-based 
economy that connects with global markets develops greater access to quality 
jobs for underserved populations and supports the viability of local 
businesses, increasing local purchasing power; and diversity in business and 
property ownership leads to healthier neighborhoods and community stability. 

Improved access to high quality employment relies in part on a cluster-based 
business development strategy that focuses limited resources on growing 
target sector industries that sell to markets outside the region, bringing new 
money into the local economy. Portland's five dusters - ... , 

. >; i, and media, metals and 
machinery, and healthcare - hold the greatest potential for economic gains 
cultivated through retention and expansion, recruitment, global trade and 
investment, and talent development. 

Portland is building on a strong foundation. PDC and its partners seek to 
leverage the momentum of a growing economy and accelerate physical 
development to foster greater economic opportunity for all Portlanders. 
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Big One could hit sooner than thought 
Chances of huge 
quake in next 50 
years bumped higher 
Tribune st11Jf 

A new nnulysls by Orc-
l(on, Spain and British Co-
lumbia rcsc111·chcrs sug-
gests massive cu1·lhquukes 
nlong lhc Cnscudla Subduc-
tion Zone occur 1nore t'rc-
qucntly U11111 was bollcvcd 
In lhe (HIBL 

'l'he newest data changed 
the stakes for the northern 
sections of the zone, which 
could have major lmpllca-
llons for Portland, 'l'ucomu, 
Seattle und Vancouver, Brit-
ish Culumula. 

A section or the zone fr·om 
New1iort to Astoria was previ-
ously hellcved to rnpture, on 
average, about every 400 lo 
500 years, nnd 
that average 
has been re-
duced lo 350 
years, accord-
ing lo a sum-
mary of the 
findings 1>ro-
vided IJy Ore-
gem SI.ale Uni-
versl ly. The 
chance of an 
earthquake occmrlng within 
the next 50 years Is also 
slightly higher than previous 
csllmalos. 

The findings, puultshed last 
wcelc In the journal Marine 
Geology, nrc based on mea-
surements from 195 core sam-
ples containing submarine 
landslide de1ioslts caused by 
suhducllon zone eurlhquakes. 
!11 the past, r'eseal'chel's hucl 
only about a dozen such sam-
J)les for their research. 

The work was done by re -
searchers from OSU, Camo-
suu College in British Colum-
bia uncl lnslituto Andaluz de 
Cieneias tle la Tierra In Spain, 
suppol'tcd by the National 
Science Poundullon and the 
U.S. Geological Survey. 

The 11ew results "reinforce 
our confltlencc in findings l'C· 
gardlng the potenl.ial for ma-
jor earthquakes on the Cascu-
clia Sullcluctlon Zone," staled 
Chris Gol<lfinger, a professor 
al OSU's College of ~;arlh, 
·,~_cun and Atmospheric Sci-

cnces, In a news release. llc's 
011c of the world's a11l.horit.ies 
on Leclonic actlvll\' i11 I.hi s 
subduclio11 w11e. · 

"With more detailcd tlala," 
Goldl'lr1gcr staled, "we have 
also changed so mcwhal our 
projecl1011s for lhc av erag e 
rccuncnce i11Lcrval of enrl.11-
quakcs on l.irt• subducl.lon 
zone, cspeciuliy lite 1101·1her11 
parts. The frequency , al · 
though not I.h e 1111e11sil.y, or 
earl.hquakes lhel'e nppears lo 
he somewhat higher l.han w,· 
pt·cviously csUmi1l.cli .'. 

Last one was 316 years ago 
The Caseadia S11htl11cl.iu11 

'l.011e r1111s l'rt1111 Nori lwl'II Cal · 

ifor11ia l.o British Columbia, 
and :,;cicnt.ists suy it can lw 
roughly divided in Lo four seg-
111cnts. There have bee11 4H 
111ajor earlhqualrns In I.he past 
IIJ,11110 years on Lhis snbduc-
tion zone, sonwlimes on the 
en lire iune ul. 011cc ancl some-
limes only 011 parts or IL. 
Whc11 I.he e111ire Wile Is ill· 
volvcl1 1 geologists believe it1s 
capahle or p1·1,ducing a 111Hg11i -
111<1c !I. I carll1qnalw. 

11 's lll'en k11ow11 for Home 
li11u, I.hat II"' s11htl11cl.io11 zo11e 
soulh of Ncwporl l e ntls Lu 
rupl UJ 'L' nwre l't'e(Jt1c11lly -·-
:.m average or uhout eve!')' ::mo 
19 :!HO year,s ('ro111 Jllc1yport to 
Coos Bay,. a11(\ livcry :.J.20 lo l•JO 

years from Coos Bay lo Eure-
ka, California. 

The new data shows rnp-
1.u,·es ure likelv lo IJc more 
frequent off the northern Or-
egon coast - every 350 years 
- than on the Washington 
coast. The sccllon from Asto-
ria lo Vancouver Island was 
previously believed lo l'llJJ· 
Lure about every 500 to 530 
yearn, and that average hus 
now been reduced to 430 
years. 

The last major carllu1uake 
on the Cascadia Suuducllon 
tone -· t>inpoinle<I In t.ime be-
cause it. caused a tsunami 
I.hat raced all lhe way across 
I.he Pacific Ocean to Juuan -

occurred In ,January 1700, al-
most 316 years ago. 

More certainty now 
Bused on these findings, 

the chances of an earthquake 
in lhe next 50 years also have 
IJeen sllghtly revised upwarcl. 
Ji'or the zone off central and 
northern Oregon, lhe chance 
or an event during that period 
has been changed to I 5 lo 20 
percent instead of 14 to 17 
percent. !•'or the zone off 
Washington and British Co-
lumuia, the chance or au 
event in the next 50 years has 
increased lo 10 lo 17 percent 
from 8 lo 1'l per·cenl. 

Authors of the slndv also 

A map shows tho 
Cascadla 
Subduction brne 
off the coasts or 
Oregon, 
Washington and 
Northem 
Callfi>mla.An 
earthquake 
there Is oxpoollld 
to rock the clUos 
on land as well 
as C8Utl8 a huge 
tsunami. 
COURTESY 
IUUSTIIATIOH 

increased their expected fre-
quency or lhe most massive 
earthquakes, where the en-
lire snbducllon zone ruptures 
al. once. 

"We IJelieved these earth-
quakes were possible when 
the hypothesis was first de-
veloped in the late 1980s," 
Goidfinger stnled. "Now we 
have a greul deal more cer -
tainly that the general con-
cern about earthquakes 
caused IJy the Cascaclia SulJ-
ductlon Zone is sclcntlflcally 
valid, and we also have more 
pl'ecise Information uuout the 
earthquake frequency and be-
lwvlor or lire subduction 
i'.OIW ." 



PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 
COMMUNICATION REQUEST 

Wednesday Council Meeting 9:30 AM 

Council Meeting Date: __ /_c_,_-_~_--_I _~------
Today's Date c; - ¥ - I & 
Name b 1tvo2 lcUY ±11~ 

Address t!" /J ~ '" Z-'1 ~tv ~ -~ --t / J,,f._~~ \ ·)46-J (1-c_ , 
Telephone 5 (5 ~ --~Kl>- '26 / (c Email Dfu~J ~ v' ':f:~~t,'-'-,_@ 

W e-tnJ , 0 -;,..._ 
Reason for the request: Mi . ti() n ~ ~ D> ~ _,/ __ Ld#i ,,...~ yA'll,WCK 1/d' 'I o~ 

• Give your request in writing to the Council Clerk's office to schedule a date for your 
Communication. Use this form or email the information to the Council Clerk at the 
email address below. 

• You will be placed on the Wednesday official Council Agenda as a "Communication." 
Communications are the first item on the Agenda and are taken at 9:30 a.m. A total 
of five Communications may be scheduled. Individuals must schedule their own 
Communication. · · 

• You will have 3 minutes to speak and may also submit written testimony before or at 
the meeting. Communications allow the Council to hear issues that interest our 
citizens, but do not allow an opportunity for dialogue. 

Thank you for being an· active participant in your City government. 

Contact Information: 
Karla Moore-Love, City Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 130 
Portland, OR 97204-1900 
(503) 823-4086 
email: 
Karla.Moore-Love@portlandoregon.gov 

Sue Parsons, Assistant Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4th Ave., Room 130 
Portland, OR 97204-1900 
(503) 823-4085 
email: 
Susan.Parsons@portlandoregon.gov 



Request of David Gwyther to address Council regarding 10th and SW 
Yamhill Parking Garage project (Communication) 

OCT O 6 2016 ~ese-LeA ~I e~ +0 OCT 12 2016 :l(, liWJ. 

Filed SEP 2 7 2016 

MARY HULL CABALLERO 

Deputy 

OCT 122016 

PLACED ON FILE 

COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS 

1. Fritz 

2. Fish 

3. Saltzman 

4. Novick 

Hales 

NAYS 


