
Moving forward Moving forward 
to keep Portland safeto keep Portland safe

Fire Sprinklers in NightclubsFire Sprinklers in Nightclubs
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For the purpose of Section 903.7,  For the purpose of Section 903.7,  
Nightclub means:Nightclub means:


 

“…“…an Aan A--2 occupancy use under the 2009 2 occupancy use under the 2009 
International Building Code which         International Building Code which         
(a) has areas for dancing or viewing (a) has areas for dancing or viewing 
performers; and                                  performers; and                                  
(b) serves food or drink.(b) serves food or drink.
““NightclubNightclub””

 
does not include houses of worship, theaters does not include houses of worship, theaters 

with fixed seating, banquet halls, or lodge halls.with fixed seating, banquet halls, or lodge halls.””
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Current CodeCurrent Code


 

The occupant load of 100 or more; The occupant load of 100 or more; 


 
The fire area exceeds 5,000 The fire area exceeds 5,000 sfsf; or ; or 


 

The fire area is located on a floor other than The fire area is located on a floor other than 
the level of exiting.the level of exiting.
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Deadliest nightclub fire in historyDeadliest nightclub fire in history



 
Fire at Cocoanut Fire at Cocoanut 
Grove Nightclub  Grove Nightclub  
Boston, 1942.Boston, 1942.



 
492 people lost their 492 people lost their 
lives.lives.
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Station Nightclub FireStation Nightclub Fire



 

Warwick, Rhode Island 2003: 100 people lost their lives.Warwick, Rhode Island 2003: 100 people lost their lives.
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Just this yearJust this year……



 
233 killed at the 233 killed at the 
Santa Maria Santa Maria 
Nightclub, Brazil Nightclub, Brazil 
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FatalitiesFatalities


 

20032003--currentcurrent
 

757757


 
19731973--2013 2013 1,9851,985


 

20 nightclub fires caused 2,477 deaths 20 nightclub fires caused 2,477 deaths 


 
7 out of 20 of those fires were in U.S. 7 out of 20 of those fires were in U.S. 


 
986 US fatalities = 40%986 US fatalities = 40%
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The National Institute of Standards and The National Institute of Standards and 
Technology recreated The Station fireTechnology recreated The Station fire
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And with automatic fire sprinklersAnd with automatic fire sprinklers

186247 
 



Fire Sprinklers Make a DifferenceFire Sprinklers Make a Difference


 

100% fewer deaths per thousand reported 100% fewer deaths per thousand reported 
fires fires 
––

 
No record of a fire killing more than two No record of a fire killing more than two 
people in a building completely protected with people in a building completely protected with 
an automatic fire sprinkler systeman automatic fire sprinkler system


 

75% less property damage75% less property damage
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Who will be impacted by this Who will be impacted by this 
regulation?regulation?


 

All existing businesses that meet the All existing businesses that meet the 
definition of a nightclub and have an definition of a nightclub and have an 
occupant load greater than 100.occupant load greater than 100.


 
““NightclubNightclub””

 
does not include houses of does not include houses of 

worship, theaters with fixed seating, worship, theaters with fixed seating, 
banquet halls, or lodge halls.banquet halls, or lodge halls.
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We estimate 15 businesses will be We estimate 15 businesses will be 
impacted by this ordinance.impacted by this ordinance.
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TimetableTimetable

––
 

Nightclubs with an occupant load 200 or Nightclubs with an occupant load 200 or 
greater have until December 31, 2014 to greater have until December 31, 2014 to 
comply with this ordinance. (15 months)comply with this ordinance. (15 months)

––
 

Nightclubs with an occupant load of 101 and Nightclubs with an occupant load of 101 and 
a maximum of 199 have until June 30, 2015 a maximum of 199 have until June 30, 2015 
to comply. (21 months)to comply. (21 months)
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