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Moore-Love, Karla rffi {å (} 5 & 

From: Justin Wood [justinw@hbapdx.org] 

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:41 AM 

To: Commissioner Fritz; Commissioner Saltzman; Commissioner Fish; Hales, Charlie; Commissioner Novick 

Cc: Grumm, Matt; McNamara, Ed; Moore-Love, Karla; Esau, Rebecca 

Subject: HBA Tree Code Comments 

Good Morning Mr. Mayor and members of Council. I signed up to testify yesterday on the proposed delayed 
implementation of the tree code but due to a conflict was not able to stay to the point when it reached discussion 
on the agenda. I wanted to take just a minute of your time and share a couple of my thoughts before you vote on 
this issue and the proposed amendment next week. 

Several members of the HBA and the development community including myself worked hard on this tree code 
and believe that the finished product was the result of hard work from many different stakeholders. I believe 
that the finished product was one that most stakeholders were satisfied with. When the tree code was first 
brought before the task force working on it and subsequent review committees such as DRAC, the 
implementation component of the tree code was understood to funded partly by developer fees and partly by 
general fund money. The general fund money was needed to pay for implementation of public and 
neighborhood services not related to the development side of the code. The proposed fee that was agreed upon 
was the development side of the tree code was somewhere in the neighborhood of $65 for review. ln 
subsequent meetings since passage of the tree code fees have climbed to projections of several hundred dollars 
to implement the tree code without any general fund support. 

The tree code was never intended to be fully funded by development and for a matter of equity it should not be. 
Developers are willing to pay for services needed by building and development but services needed by the 
general public should be funded by the public or the general fund until such time as the fees from the public can 
sustain the needed services. 

I am a believer ¡n the tree code that we crafted and I do support its implementation. That said I understand that 
this is a tough time for programs in need of general fund money. When many programs and services are trying to 
figure out ways to survive needed cuts, it does not seem practical to add programs which will further tax the 
general fund. I therefore ask the council to support the staff recommendation of delayed implementation until 
January 2015 with the hopes that the economic picture will continue to improve and additional funding options 
may become available. 

I also support Commissioner Saltzman's amendment asking for the involved bureaus to prepare a budget and 

staffing implementation plan by December 18th of 20L3. lf we are ever going to get this code off the ground then 
at some point we are going to have to try and figure out a fair and equitable way to fund it so that it can move 
forward. 

Thank you for your time and please enjoy your Memorial Day Weekend. 

Justin Wood 
Associate Director of Government & Builder Relations 
Home Builders Association of Metro Portland 
t 503.684.1880 | c 503.997.7966 | f 503.684.0588 | hbapdx.org 

Your HBA membership could be worth thousands! Being an HBA member means getting huge discounts on 
employee health insurance, fuel, cell phones and more. Your membership doesn't just pay for itself. lt can pay 
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you back. Click Here to find out how to get the most from your HBA membership. åffi (j (} $ s 

Strength. Support. Success. Building it Together. 
Business Development & Marketing I Education & Training I News, lnformation & Resources I Political Advocacy 
I Cost-Saving Programs 

cùp¡es af the electronic /nes.sa(re. 
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