
Dear Mayor Hales, 

My name is Tierney Weymueller and I am a senior at Metropolitan Learning Center. I am 

writing to you about the Trimet Youth Pass. Each year this pass comes under fire. To me, this is 

unfathomable. The youth pass is an arnaz,ingprogram that gets studeuts to school for free, which 

is as it should be in a public school. My school is not a neighborhood school. Students come 

from all over the city and it is this diversity which makes our school unique. 'Ihe youth pass 

makes this possible. Our school utilizes the city through field trips to performances, historical 

landmarks and natural areas. 'fhe youth pass allows us to take this wonderful opportunity as 

using the city as our classroom. 

This pass has taught me to independently navigate the city I love. This is especially 

imporlant to my farnily as we don't own a car. This pass allows me to pursue my passion of 

dance and prepare me for my future as I use the pass to get to my internship. This pass allows me 

to step into the collegiate world and to expand my skill with French as I take the bus back to 

school from my Reed College class. This pass is essential to the youth of Portland and teaches 

them to be better citizens through the use of a greener mode of transportation. 

Every student I have talked to in Portland is extremely grateful and reliant of their pass. I 

realize that funds are shofi and that some programs have to be cut but I implore you to reconsider 

the cutting of this program. We have suffered from many budget cut to our education; please do 

not cut our mode of transportation to school. This issue is extremely local and impor"tant to me 

and I appreciate and thank you for your time and attention. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Mayor Sam Adams, 
My name is Shiloh, and I am a junior in high-school. Last year, my school (Metropolitan 

Learning Center) had an all-school assembly. At the end of the assembly, one of the high-school 
students announced that students would no longer be getting free bus passes on their school 
lD's; afterwards, he asked that those who would not be able to get to school after winter break 
raise their hands. Around fifteen kids raised their hands. Nearly a class's worth of students, just 
at my school, are not going to be able to attend because the bus passes are too expensive. We 
cannot expect these kids and their families to just pull money out of nowhere, get a job, and pay 
for a bus pass. We cannot ask them to simply ride a bike, because a bike costs even more than 
a buss pass, and so does maintaining one that you use regularly. This may seem like a small 
percentage of students, but my high school is small, around one-hundred students. Not only that, 
but because Metropolitan Learning Center is located in downtown, we get students from all 
across PoÍland and the surrounding areas. A lot of the kids who raised their hands during our 
assembly are friends of mine, people I know to be from different areas of town. My point is, that 
no specific group of teenagers will be denied free transportation, and therefore denied an 
education. Teens from different areas, from different backgrounds, with different personalities 
are going to suffer from the choice the TriMet and the city have made. Not just the "undeserving," 
or the "lazy." 

Astonished at the amount of kids at my school who rely on TriMet for transportation, 
searched the TriMet website to see if they had any related statistics. I found a chart on the TriMet 
website, that clearly stated that a large percent of their riders are in fact, young people, lt also 
states that twenty-six percent of TriMet's frequent riders use their services to get to school. 
That's second on the chart, the first being frequent riders going to work. ln the end, there's no 
denying that there are a significant amount of teens in Portland who depend on TriMet. 

During the same assembly I mentioned before, an article from Oregon Live was read 
aloud to the MLC high-school. The article was titled "TriMet to Portland Public School's Kids: 
Enjoy the Walk." I never considered not having a free bus pass an issue until I heard this article, 
and saw how many kids depend on TriMet. lt stated "...for hundreds of students -- in a city where 
the on-time graduation rate is only 53 percent -- YouthPass might be the difference between 
going to school each day or bagging it." Fifty-three is an undeniably sad percent of kids who 
graduate in our city. What's worse is that I know from experience that teens in Portland have a 
lot of interesting ideas to offer. I've been to school in drastically different places over the past five 
years, and I feel as though a lot of the students I know here in the Rose City talk about politics 
and philosophy more than the latest Glee episode. Of course, many of these kids won't be able 
to attend school and expand on these ideas due to a lack of transportation. 

ln the end, the TriMet YouthPass truly is what "lifts teenagers off the streets and into the 
classroom," as well put by Steve Duin for the Oregonian. lf the YouthPass doesn't stay, then the 
fifty-three percent of students that graduate high-school on time in Portland is going to drop by a 
significant number. Our schools won't just be losing students, but students will be losing friends, 
and teens will be losing opportunities. Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 
! : ,! ; ¿-1 r ',1 
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16 L7 
(9:30 AM - 10:30 AM) 

Lewis reserves computer 
room Monday, 4-17, 
9:30 to 10:15 

(10:40 AN4 - 11:30 
AM) Susan's class 10:40 
- 11:30 

(12:30 PM - 3:00 PM) 
Susan's class 12:30 

3 :00 

L7 24 
(2:00 PM - 3:00 PtV) 

Assist Ruth with 
Computer issues 

t
18 1 

(9:00 AM - 3:00 PN4) 

Susan/Aaron's class 
some computers may be 
available 

(9:30 AM - 3:00 PM) 

Aaron and Susan--
Comupter Lab Mon. 
9:30-3:00 with some 
computers available 

18 
(B:30 AM - 11:30 AM) 

Susan's Class B:30
11:30 

(12:30 PM - 1:15 PM) 
7xB Computer 
Progr¡mming Elective -

Mark Niemann-Ross 
i nstructor 

(1:20 PVI - 2:05 PM) 
7xB Keyboarding Elective 
- Aaron Green instructor 

25 
(12:30 PM - 1:15 PM) 

7xB Computer 
Programming Elective -
Mark Niemann-Ross 
instructor 

(1:20 PM - 2:05 PM) 
7xB Keyboarding Elective 
- Aaron Green instructor 

(2:15 PM - 3:00 PM) 

2 
(12:30 Plvl - f :15 PM) 

7xB Computer 
Programming Elective -
Mark Niemann-Ross 
i nstructor 

(1:20 Ptvl - 2:05 PM) 
7x8 Keyboarding Elective 
- Aaron Green instructor 

(2:15 Ptvl - 3:00 PM) 
Kary's Government B 

9 
(8:45 AM - 11:15 AIt4) 

cim englislr joyce 
(12:30 PN1 - 1:15 Ptt4) 

7xB Computer 
Programming Elective -

Mark Niemann-Ross 
instructor 

(1:20 PM - 2:05 PM) 

7xB Keyboarding Elective 
- Aaron Green instructor 

19 
(9:00 AM - 11:45 AM) 

Lab Closed for MAC 
, upgrades - Unavailable 
except for print retrieval 

(1:20 PM - 2:05 PM) 
4x6 Keyboarding Elective 
- Tom Dummer
 
instructor
 

26 
(1:20 PM - 2:05 Pwi) 

4x6 Keyboarding Elective 
- Tom Dummer
 
i nstructor
 

Mav 2006 
3l 
(1:20 PM - 2:05 PNI) 

4x6 Keyboarding Elective 
- Tom Dummer 
i nstructor 

1Or 
(9:30 AM - 10:30 AIt4) 

Lewis Reserves 
Computer Room 
Wednesday, 5-10, 9:30
10:15 

(i0:30 AM - 11:30 
AM) 10:30-11:30 

(1:20 PM - 2:05 PM) 

4x6 Keyboarding Elective 
- Tom Dummer 

20 
(10:30 AM - 11:30 

AM) 
(12:30 PM - 1:15 PM) 
(1:20 PM - 2:05 PM) 

4x6 GIMP/Art Show 
Elective - Larry Diener 
i nstructor 

(2:10 PM - 3:00 PM) 
1x3 GIMP/Art Show 
Elective Larry Diener 

(2:15 PM - 3:00 PM) 

27 
(B:30 AM - 10:30 AM) 

Aaron Green - B:30 

10:30 
(10:30 AIvl - 11:30 

AM) 
(12:30 PM - 1:20 PM) 

Craig Johnson 
(1:20 PM - 2:05 PM) 

4x6 GIMP/Art Show 
Elective - Larry Diener 
i nstructor 

(2:10 PM - 3:00 PM) 
1x3 GiMP/Art Show 
Elective Larry Diener 

4 
(1:20 PM - 2:05 PVI) 

4x6 GIMP/Art Show 
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2L 
(B:30 AM - 9:30 AM) 

Lewis reserves computer 
room Friday, 4-2I, B:30 
to 9:15 

(B:30 AM - 3:00 PM) 
No Tech Person in 
Computer Lab 

(12:00 PVI - 3:00 PNI) 

No Students after Noon 
on Fridays 

No Tech Person in 
Computer Lab 

28 
(B:30 AV1 - 10:30 AM) 

from B:30-10:30...for my 
metro and CIM English 
class - Joyce 

(8:30 AM - 3:00 PM) 
No Tech Person in 
Computer Lab 

(12:00 PVI - 3:00 PM) 
No Students after Noon 
on Fridays 

No Tech Person in 
Computer Lab 

5 
(B:30 AM - 9:30 AM) 

Lewis reserves computer 
Elective - Larry Diener room Friday,5-5, B:30 to 
instructor 

11 , 

(1:20 PM - 2:05 PM) 

4x6 GIMP/Art Show 
Elective - Larry Diener 
instructor 

(2:10 PIt4 - 3:00 PM) 

1x3 GIMP/Art Show 
Elective Larry Diener 

9:15 
(B:30 AM - 3:00 PIV) 

No Tech Person in 
Computer Lab 

(12:00 PM - 3:00 PM) 
No Students after Noon 
on Fridays 

No Tech Person in 

Computer Lab 

L2 
(B:30 AM - 9:30 AM) 

Lewis Reserves 
Computer Room Friday , 

5-12-06, B:30 to 9:15 
(B:30 AM - 3:00 PM) 

No Tech Person in 

Computer Lab 
(12:00 PM - 3:00 PN4) 

No Students after Noon 
on Fridays 

LB-l'1LC l13 412Bl201I - ll:44 AM 
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'llo Whom It May Concern, 
My name is Zoe Senner and I am a stuclent at MLC, I am a junior, and l bus home fi'om school 

every day. I clo this witir my student ID. My mother is still working when I get out o1'school, and very 
ol'ten the bus is my only lllearls of transportation. Ml,C cloes not provide sohool buses. My claiiy rolrtine, 
ancl story, is simil¿rr lbr a large amonnt of the high school popr"rlacc. Public bnses are crowded with Ml-C 
stuc'lents alÌer school. I am not the only student who needs a bus pas to get home, or to sohool. I am only 
one ol'lnany. Many students come to MLC because they would not, did not, or cor.rld not succeed at their 
neighborhoocl school. 1'hey thus travel fìom their neighborhoods to attend MLC because it is the best 

education for them. However, il'they could not take the bus, they rnay drop out of school. Or their 
education woulcl greatly sufïèr because they clo not have the fiurds to pay for the bus to school. As yon 
call see, having that lì'ee bus pass directly effects MLC stuclents. 

I am grateful l'or Trimet, and the fact that public transportation is so widespread in Portland. I 
wish to contrast from the many yourlg people I know who complain about'frimet; about how buses are 

lzrte, or trivial issues snch as that. I believe these are easily excusable far-rit sin my mind. Pr"rblic 

transpottation is so useful, and I appleciate it greatly. So while I eul grateäi for liimet services, I also 

know nìany people who can not afford a monthly bus pass, or tp pay for a ticket every bus ride. Wll 
students need these bus passes, and not just l-ol rides to our lì'iends houses. We need these bus passes to 
get to oul volunteer services that are required in school. We need bus passes to get to school, to get to 
work, to get to babysitting jobs. I can not count how many students t'om othel schools I have heard 
talking to each other about how they are on their way to a sport practioe.

'fhis is why I am asking clesperately that these bus passes are not taken away from me, or high 
school student in Portland. Thank you for reading this ¿urcl thank you I'or your time. 

Sincerely, 
Zoe Senner 
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March 21,2013 

To Whom lt May Concern, 

I am currently a sophomore at Metropolitan Learning Center. Although I do 
not take the bus daily, the majority of my friends do. I frequently use my Youth 
Pass during school field trips and I always have it with me. Before entering high 
school, I was always excited about the notion of having a free bus pass - I could 
not wait to get one! I greatly appreciate the safety that my Youth Pass provides. lf 
I get stuck somewhere, I always have the ability to use public transportation. 
Free Youth Passes are an essential part of daily transportation for many people 
that I know. My Youth Pass has set the foundation for me to become a public 
transportation user, therefore having one less car on the road in the future. I 

hope that you will consider how the lives of high school students will be 
negatively impacted without Youth Passes. Thank you for taking the time to 
listen. 

Sincerely,

%ffi
Audrey Lind 

Metropolitan Learning Center 
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3-1_9-L3 

Dear Mayor Hale,
 

Having a bus pass ls a huge gift to me. lt helps me to get to and from school,
 

without having to pay every time. Do you realize that it costs $Z.SO each way to
 

ride the bus without pass? This is a lot of money spent and a lot of money for a
 

student who has no money for this.
 

Another reason why bus passes are so valuable is that students learn to get 

around the city without being driven around in cars. When we ride the bus it 

saves more gas which is less polluting to the earth. 

Please don't take away our bus passes. 

Sincerely, 
1\l'

."{- rr': 4¿ (r*gryxtr¡ 
Annie Morgan 

Freshman at VlLC 
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Parsons Susan 

From: megan kender@yahoo.com 
Sent: Thursday, March 21 ,2013 B:30 AM 
To: Parsons, Susan 
Subject: City Hall 

Hel1o, just confirming my testimonia.I spot about the Trimet YouthPasses at the Citv Hafl
Meeting next Wednesday. Thanks Susan! 

mailto:kender@yahoo.com
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Request of Megan Kender to address Council regarding Tri-Met Youth Passes 

(Communication) 

ilrAR g ? e0î3 

ilì: .î l',':" il-.ri : .:l.fìr È¡
L. ..::. :....1 -:;.:..í,ù. :,¿ ¡.rr.:.å 

Filed 

LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of fhe City of Portland 

By 

COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOV/S: 
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l. Fritz 

2. Fish 
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4. Novick 
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