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ORDINANCB NO. 
+lmplement a Street Closure Pilot Program in the Old Town Neighborhood through parts 
ol'NW 2nd.3rd, aud 4rn Avenues between V/ Burnside and NW llverett on certain days and 
during certain hours (Ordinance) 

'l'he City of Portland ordains: 

Section l. The Council finds: 

1. l'lie Old Town Neighborhood generates a high volume o1'calls for police service 
within the area of between W Ilurnside and NW llverett on certain days and during 
certain hours. Police response to many of these calls is delayed by conflicts with 
vehicles. 

2.	 Part of NW Couch St is currently closed to vehicular traffic on specilìc days and 
hours in order to increase public salbty. 

3.	 The Portland Buteau of Transportation (PBOT) and the Portland Police Bureau (PPB) 
propose a street closure pilot program (Program) to expand the pedestrian-only 
entertainment area to enhance public safety by reducing incidences as outlined in tlie 
attached Exhibit A. 

4.	 Exhibit [ì specifìes the expansion of the current pedestrian area on NW Couch St to 
foster public safety and reduce the potential for such incidents. 

5.	 'l'he Program will close portions of NW 3r¿ Ave liom W Burnside to NW Everett St, 
NW Couch fi'om NW 2n¿ Ave to NV/ 4tt' Ave, and NW l)avis from 2n¿ Ar¡e to NW 4u' 

Ave between l0:00 pm and 3:00 am on Fridays, Saturdays, and other event dates 
specifìed by the Police Bureau. 

ó.	 The area will include dedicated taxi, limo, and pedi-cab zones to facilitate safe 
transportation iuto and out of the area. These zones will help maintain safe and 
orderly pedestrian traffic llow and allow officers to address concenìs of illegal tax 
activity. The taxi, limo, and pedi-cab zones are illustrated in Exhibit C. 

7.	 In order to maintain public safety and monitor this Pilot, PPB will dedioate l'our 
offìcers and a sergeant to the District during the Pilot to provide enhanced police 
presence. 

8.	 To address reasonable accommodation for emergency residential services and any 
necessary access for disabled residents, police will allow emergency vehicles special 
access to the street area, and any necessary access for disabled residents. 

9.	 It is in the best interests ol'the public for Council to assess the data and public 
comments as to the success or failure of the Program after the pilot, and decide 
whether to terminate or extend the Program in the best interests of the public. 
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NOW, TIIEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. That the Portland Bureau of Transportation and the Portland Police Bureau are 

authorized to iniplement a street closure substantially in accordance wilh tlie plan as 

specifìed in Exhibit A. 

b. The Program will begin on the weekend of December 28tl' and will include New Years 

Eve, and end April 1. An evalnation by the Work Group as defined in Exhibit A and 

subsequent public hearing on the report to Council will ftrllow. 

c. After the Pilot project has ended and report to Council, the Offìce of Neighborhood 
Involvement will lead efforts with the Work Group and a public involveurent process to 

develop a city-wide entertainment district ordinance that includes requirements designed 

to safeguard the rnany interests of a multi use area, as well as a mechanism l'or cost 

recovery. 

Section 2.The Council declares that an emergerìcy exists because delay in the enactment 

of this Ordinance will unnecessarily deprive the public the benefits of this Ordinance 

intended to enhance public safety, therefore this Ordinance shall be in full force and 

effect fiom and after its passage by the Council. 

Passed by the Council: LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
DECI I g Z1Itubv -Mayor Adams Auditor of the City of Portland 

Prepared by: Kirn Garcial Amendments A.Fritz By 
Date Prepared: November 28,2012 Deputy 
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