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TERRY PARKER RE 707
P.0. BOX 13503 18073 1
PORTLAND, OREGON 97213-0503

Subject: Testimony to the Portland City Council in opposition of expanding the plastic bag ban
November 15, 2012

On the table is the slop bucket that was dropped off at my residence at the time
of the change over to bi-weekly garbage pickup. This foreign made, inferior
quality, single-use plastic bucket has sat a few feet from the garbage can ever
since it was delivered. Instead of sending it off to the landfill, where plenty of
these buckets likely ended up; | decided to bring it back to the originator.
Consider it an end of term parting gift.

Unlike the slop bucket, the whole concept of calling plastic bags “single use” is
pompous propaganda - a highly orchestrated political spin that is an out right lie.
One study indicated that 90 percent of households reuse them for one purpose
or another

After my dad passed away in the late 1970’s, on a shoe string budget, my mother
traveled all over the world — something she had wanted to do since she was a
young girl. Just about everything in her luggage was wrapped in plastic bags.
While | don’t go that far, the majority of the multi-use plastic checkout bags that |
receive are reused in some manner; and yes some are used for garbage bags
instead of those heavyweight black plastic garbage bags. .

The resale industry also knows the value of these plastic bags, reusing other
retailer's bags at their own checkout. Likewise, new plastic bags cost less, take
up less storage space than paper bags and consume less energy to transport. |
also know of people who get in their car, fuel up and routinely drive outside of
Portland to do their shopping because of the current plastic bag ban

Elected officials in a democratic society are theoretically the servants of the
people, not dictators to the people. Yet in Portland, the current direction caters to
and dictates the mantra of special interest agendas rather than representing the
mainstream populous and silent majority.

The premise of a plastic bag ban directly takes this backwards approach.
Expanding the bag ban will increase the burden on businesses and hassles for
customers. In reality, this is dictatorial social engineered policy making, along
with costly government controlled price fixing. It also clearly demonstrates
Portland city government does not have a clear understanding of customer
service or business to consumer rapport.

The current trademark of Portland is one of implementing costly special interest
socially engineered agendas, not as an affordable and self-sustainable city.
Banning plastic bags is a socialistic, dictatorial dynasty type decision. Ramping
up a recycling program would be a better fit than even the current bag ban.
Respectfully submitted,

Terry Parker — Northeast Portland
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" Recycling Adwvocates

To: Portland City Council

From: Recycling Advocates

Date: November 15, 2012

RE: City code amendment to promote reusable checkout bags and reduce use of
single-use plastic checkout bags

Good afternoon, Commissioners - my name is Rhett Lawrence and | am the Vice-
President of Recycling Advocates. Formed in 1987, Recycling Advocates is Oregon's
only citizen-based, grassroots group dedicated to creating a sustainable future
through local efforts to reduce, reuse, and recycle. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today on behalf of Recycling Advocates and our members.

Recycling Advocates would first like to thank City Council for taking on this issue
last year and setting Portland on a path to reduce the use of plastic checkout bags.
We support the city’s effort, both through your policy efforts and the BPS staff’s
outreach and tabling efforts to increase the number of reusable checkout bags used
in our city. We are grateful that City Council has returned to the issue and is
considering expanding last year’s ordinance, but we believe that the City is not going
quite far enough in the expansion being contemplated today.

RA believes strongly in the solid waste management hierarchy of reduce, reuse, and
recycle, in that order. Thus, our efforts are focused on waste reduction first - in this
case, promoting and increasing the use of reusable bags. RA’s position - backed up
by the real world experience of other cities and states - is that the most effective
policy to increase reusable bag use is to address both paper and plastic bag use.

What we have seen working well elsewhere is Option 3 from the BPS October 2012
report to Council. We believe that the best approach to this issue is one that bans
the use of plastic bags at the checkout line and places a fee on the use of paper
checkout bags.

Such a policy helps motivate consumers to remember to bring their reusable bags,
which is the ultimate goal here. And although the BPS report from last month
showed a commendable increase in reusable bag use in the last year, it also clearly
showed that many consumers merely switched from one product to another, as
paper bag use increased by nearly 500% during that time. Both paper and plastic
bags have an impact on our environment.
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As BPS also noted in its report, when a nickel fee was placed on single-use checkout
bags in Washington DC, the use of those bags - both plastic and paper - decreased
by 80% in a single year. The report further notes the many cities up and down the
West Coast ~ including Eugene and Corvallis - that have both banned plastic
checkout bags and added fees for paper bags for the simple reason that it is the
approach that works best.

In short, Recycling Advocates is certainly supportive of City Council’s intention to
expand the current plastic bag ban. But we must also note that this should not be
viewed as the final solution to the problem and that it will be incumbent on Council
to revisit this issue. If we truly want to put a real dent in the use of single-use
checkout bags and to substantially increase the use of reusable bags in our city, we
will need to join our neighbors in Eugene and Corvallis and implement something
resembling Option 3 from the BPS report. And we need a strong across-the-board
educational effort to accompany the policy; RA is happy to continue to help with that
endeavor.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to present this testimony and I would be
happy to answer any questions you may have.



185737

Representative sample of petition cards submitted by Sarah Higginbotham, Environmental
Oregon. 11-15-12
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KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

Ve .
ENVIRONMENT

Dear Portland City Councilors,

OREGON

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
into the Pacific. A1l this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic
pollution. ' :

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encourage reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely,

Printname:%s’“d& —DC{,lle(,%
Street: SOIT N, AMHEAR T

City: PUV\W) StateCYL Zip: &, Z 203

Email: M.\QQ!L&ML

Phone: () Volunteer? []

KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

ENVIRONMENT

Dear Portland City Councilors, ()I{E(;()

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
into the Pacific. All this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic
pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encourage reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely,

Tl

Street: @ F¥L2. A/ é/ﬁ"éé/

City: Z%/ZT State: /L. Zip, Z 7 0. e
Email:

Phone: 1&5?[/ 32¢£7/0 Volunteer? [7]




KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

ENVIRONMENT

OREGON

Dear Portland City Councilors,

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
nto the Pacific. All this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic
pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encour age reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely,

Print name: LZC\/\/\ N 82,\6 pe v

Street: SYZ2 3 Nl L 5

city: £ 0¥ Lpud State:. 09 7ip- A20 D
Email:

Phone: ()

Vo lunteer? []

KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

ENVIRONMENT

Dear Portland City Councilors,

DHECON

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
mto the Pacific. All this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic
pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encour age reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Since{ely,
Print name: ’14(/5”’ I'I'WLLW‘M'
Street: M2 | W Avdast

City: PovAripund State: WA~ Zip: 17273
Email: _f\esde (® horiad con
Phone: () Volunteer? []
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KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

"y
ENVIRONM

el

Dear Portland City Councilors,

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
into the Pacific. All this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of

thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic

pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and

encour age reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely,

Print name: _(¥) ARY $o MNarTr Y
street D (30 N YALL e
City:@c)) TN s 7oA TZ0 S
Email: POVESTIULCEPOC

Phone: ()

Volunteer? []

KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

ENVIRONM

OREGON

Dear Portland City Councilors,

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
into the Pacific. All this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wild life. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic
pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encourage reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely,

Printname: RKethanmy, 1) s
Street: %922 N . Yol ‘5{

City: R Hard State: O Zip: Fizo2
Bmeil: _52\ha¢hocbs hetlant /o) gma)-com
Phone: ()

Volunteer? []




KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

Dear Portland City Councilors,

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
into the Pacific. A1l this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic
pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encourage reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely,
Print name: M =
Street; q(‘

fes
Email: _W h\r?lc\f‘ :
Phone: §2} MM— Volunteer"

KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

ENVIRONMENT

OREGON

Dear Portland City Councilors,

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
into the Pacific. All this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic
pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encour age reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely, ‘
Print name: C/\,\ o \‘(‘5 : P; %’/&, ‘A
Street; 5? 8 SJ Bqﬁ A’\"’(‘ i
City: ?0 tHenod! sz Zip:o\, 221
Email:

Phone: () Volunteer? []

KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

185737

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
into the Pacific. All this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environ mental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic

ENVIRONMENT

QREGON

Dear Portland City Councilors,

pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single—ﬁse plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encour age reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely, P

Print name: (c,\,-;,\,z/ e er e <
Street: SASZ [\/ \/ oJ

City: i)df‘* lé‘\"kf( State:d(K Zi

Email: {/{ (3 CO C'fascf 'j/cJ“ o
Phone: () Volunteer? []

KEEP PLASTIC OUT OF THE PACIFIC

Dear Portland City Councilors,

For decades, billions of pounds of plastic garbage have been carried by wind and waves
into the Pacific. All this plastic has formed the Pacific Garbage Patch, a toxic soup of
trash swirling off our coast. It’s an environmental disaster for ocean wildlife. Tens of
thousands of sea turtles, whales, birds, and seals die every year from contact with plastic
pollution.

Portland took a good first step by banning single-use plastic bags at some stores, but we
can do better. I urge you to reduce the flow of plastic pollution into the ocean and
encourage reusable bags by expanding Portland’s bag ban.

Sincerely, \ ! o
Print name: q oe \/&‘( Are [ lf\
Street: o017 N PriNcgiod
City: }\orﬂm\ ) saeOR ilpc)"f 1zeoz M,‘,’
Loal N

A bmﬁY 2 landsce m\ﬁ (oM
Volunteer? []

Email:

Phone: ()




éubm/ff':/ b4
Sarad Higsinbl

(=[5~ 2012




No&ow',r;'c;”
AT PLAST]

PI)Sﬁ (\BETTER. P mn-' ,//,,;
__PorLANRT o // /-:




B W

| ar sz

. '
NOBOVT iAve .







o NOH)W sy I
V. W G c2

PH5S (\RETER bre o

ORI\ PNV \ _













(/N\/T /AT
P \\Ty




PLA%T\C::Wﬁ‘
pA

4 § 'l'\. (= : ‘
v A ‘ - » ; : :
4 gl = o ‘
A ‘
— % >
| 4 ol
( ) . §
Pt
oo
' b CANT EAT
- T
ke tares, Foh -

IR i BN

- e
NPy R SNt g
P SN -
5= :
s =

=t T 8

|

P

ER_COU







" e
Qi —FASS A BEHEK@@N

S BAG BAN!

sare Sou SQUOreswm ,’27 ,F 0! »{ﬁ'

Eastbound Easthoyg ¢




“'l‘{\)'l,\‘w

(/H\ /\T

= (.gg“f!\ ',_' ‘1\»\ 1

T









