
ORDINANCEI\o. åffi55?tr 

x Authorize a grant agreement with Oregon Paftnership/Lines for Life providing 
$150,000 to exparrd the capacity of suicide counseling programs (Ordinance) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council fìnds: 

l. Suicide is preventable; and 

2. Between 2001 and 2011, suicide calls in the city of Portland grew fi'om 
630 to 7,200 a year; and 

3. The City of Portland expends sigr-rificant funds each year responding to 
suicide calls that could be de-escalated; and 

4. Allowing callers in crisis to reach solneone who is thoroughly trained in 
clealing with suicide is vital; and 

5. Research shows that 43 percent of suicidal individuals will experience 
recurrences of suicidal ideation in tlie first few months following the 
initial crisis; and 

6. 9- 1 - 1 is designed for dispatching police, fire or medical emergency 
services, not to de-escalate suicide calls; and 

7. Lines fur Life is a nonprofit cledioated to preventing suicicle; ancl 

8. Prornoting the Lines for Lifè number (503) 97-23456 will help decrease 
the volume of calls to 9-1-l; and 

9. Lines for Life has been providirig higlily effective crisis services to the 
Portland community for 20 years with an extensive track record of 
positive outcomes; and 

10. Lines for Life crisis counselors go through a rigorous 56 hour training and 
are certifìed in Appliecl Suicicle Intervention Skills T'raining (ASIST); and 

11. Lines fòr Life de-escalates 98 percent of tlie suicide calls they receive; and 

12. Irollow up services provided by Lines for Lif-e can last up to six months 
and includes compassionate listening, referral to treatment and ongoing 
safety planning to significantly recluce the risk of suicide, decreasing re
attempts ancl hospital re-adrnissions; and 



185572 
13. It is in the interest of the City to support programs that will provide 

needed professional support to 9-1-1 call dispatchers and police to help 
de-escalate mental health and suicidal incidents; and 

14. It is in the interest of the City to support successful programs such as 
Lines for Life that have a proven and internationally recognized program 
for preventing death by suicide 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. The City of Portland designates and authorizes the funding contained in this 
ordinance to be a grant. The Offrce of the Mayor is authorized, on behalf of the 
City, to enter into a Grant Agreement with Lines for Life as substantially set forth 
in Exhibit A attached to this ordinance. 

b. The Mayor and Auditor are authorizedto draw and deliver checks totaling 
$150,000 to Lines for Life, chargeable to the FY 2012-13 Special Appropriations 
budget. 

c. The Office of Management and Finance, Financial Planning Division is directed
 
in the FY 2012-13 Fall BMP to recognize the additional $150,000 from the
 
business license tax amnesty program above the amount budgeted in FY 2012-13,
 
and appropriate those funds to a Lines for Life Special Appropriation.
 

Section 2: The Council declares that an emergency exists because a delay will jeopardize 
the timely execution of the award of the Grant Agreement to Lines for Life, which may 
impact Lines for Life's ability to deliver services required under this Grant; therefore, this 
ordinance is in full force and effect from and after its passage by council. 

Passed by the Council: AUG 2,9 201? 	 LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of the City of Portland 

Commissioner Fritz Þ., 
Preparedby: TimCrail 

BY t .i - ¡"n 

Date Prepared: August22,20l2 Deputy 
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