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Dream Big Community Center

Dream Big Community Center (DBCC) is a new nonprofit community center in Vancouver, WA.
In July of 2007, DBCC became an official tax-exempt 501(c)(3). DBCC was created in response
to the lack of development of adolescent-focused programs by social service organizations and
nonprofits. In particular, DBCC is to serve the needs of teenagers in Vancouver, WA. The
purpose of DBCC is to give all people in the community—although our main focus will be on
teenagers—a place to go to find resources through our programs and collaborating partnerships

to aid in their aspirations.

In 2008, we created three different opportunities to reach out to a neglected demographic, at risk
youth. The programs are Dream Big 101, the Dream Big Essay Contest, and Banking on Our
Future.

e Dream Big 101 is a college-structured class (given in at least 5 sessions) to identify
middle and high school kids’ dreams, and give direction to their ambitions. During the
class, the students conduct various assignments to find their passion and build their self-
confidence.

e Dream Big Essay Contest is for 12-18 year olds to write a 350 to 500 word essay on
their dream and how they plan to pursue it. Winners will receive a $250 gift certificate, a
day shadowing Big Suke from radio station 1080 The Fan, and tickets to the Trail Blazers
last season game.

e Banking On Our Future, or BOOF, is a financial literacy program designed for youth
ages 9-18. The BOOF program has received national recognition from the U.S. Treasury
Department and has been endorsed by many financial institutions. We have implemented
BOOF with our partner, Operation Hope.

In 2009, we’ve completed a number of milestones with all our programs, including earning
Vancouver Business Journal’s Business Growth Award, Nonprofit of the Year Finalist. DBCC’s
flagship and most popular program is Dream Big 101. We conducted Dream Big 101 at Hayes
Freedom High School, Evergreen High School, and Mountain View High School teaching over
550 students. In addition, we assisted Banking on Our Future to teach financial literacy to over
750 youth. Our success in Clark County has quadrupled our income; and doubled our donors,
partnerships, and sponsorships.

In 2010, Dream Big 101 will have over 600 students in four different schools. Our partnership
with the Clark County government has blossomed to give us office space in the heart Downtown
Vancouver. We’re excited to launch new programs and impact more lives as we continue to
grow as an organization.

Our ultimate goal for DBCC will be uniquely different from current recreational and community
centers. The difference would be our wraparound approach of including educational, social, and



recreational services focusing on empowering youth in one centralized location. The DBCC will
be a safe place for anyone to pursue their dreams without ridicule and/or repercussions. All
community members would be invited to become members to enjoy all services, amenities, and
resources Dream Big has to offer. DBCC will be the place to have a good time, learn, grow,
dream, be empowered, to get engaged, give back, and to see dreams come to fruition.

We believe we’ll be able to break ground in 2012; and open the facility in 2013.
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First 250 entries receive a personal pan pizza.

THE ESSAY
Write a 350 to 500 word essay on your dream.
Explain the importance of pursuing a goal and/or purpose,
and your plan to achieve it.

JUDGING
The essay needs to be clear, articulate and logically organized.
Winning essays must demonstrate the understanding of their dream
and the plan to achieve it. Winner's age categories:
12-13, 14-16, and 17-18. All entries are due 11:59, March 1, 2010.

RULES
The contest is for students from 12 to 18 years old in the Vancouver-Portland Metropolitan area.
All participants under the age of 18 will nesd parent/guardian permission to claim prize.
For more Info, see rules at www.dreambigcc.org/Programs/DreamBigEssayContest/.
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Ms. Karla Moore-Love

Council Clerk

City of Portland - Office of the City Auditor
1221 SW 4th Avenue, Room 140

Portland, OR 97204

Dear Ms. Moore-Love:

I am a Board member of Dream Big Community Center and resident of Portland
and would like to briefly introduce Dream Big Community Center and discuss the
essay contest for middle schoolers and high school students in the Portland/Vancouver
area. I would appreciate the opportunity to be placed on the agenda for the Wednesday,
January 27, 2010 council meeting. Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,

SWH:pav
cc: Nathan Webster

F:ASWH\Moore Love LO1.doc
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The Last Honest Pizza.
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Request of Scott W. Horngren to address Council regarding the Dream Big
Community Center and essay contest (Communication)

Filed AN 2 2 2010

LaVonne Griffin-Valade
Auditor of the City of Portland
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