
RESOLUTION No. &ffi9t¡ Í 
Adclress prooess lòr developing appropriate clata rcgarding cotrrrunities oloolor in Portlancl. 

WHEREAS, it has loug beeu of concern that US Census clata may r-rot capturc accurate population 
c'lata lbr courmunities of color, ancl others, sl;ch as thc homeless. 

WIIEREAS, the Coalition o1'Commuuities of Color, in conjunction with Portlancl State University, 
issued et report, "Con-urunities of Color in Multnomah County: An Unsettling Prolìlc," aiter 
cotnparing the experiences of communities of color with those of the doninant conlnunity. 

WHEREAS, the report lòuncl signifrcant disparities in poverty, employment, ernd eclucation between 
lninorities ancl the dominant community. 

WHEREAS, one important issue that emergecl fi'om the report is the potential unclercounting of 
communities o1'color in traclitional census activitics. 

WHEREAS, the Coalition has developed "community verifìecl" clemograpl-ric clata intencled to 
plovide a more accurate count of people of color jn Multnomah County. 

WHEREAS, the Coalition has recomrlencled that a panel of experts in the lÌeld of-demographics be 
convetrecl to review the clata clevelopecl by the Coalition anc'l provide input ancl aclvice to make the 
data as strong as possible 

WHEIìEAS, the Cìity will invitc the County ancl other partners to join in cleveloping clata that can tre 
usecl to iniòrn clecision rlaking in approltliatc situations. 

WFIEREAS in aclclition to seel<ing to clevelop ¿rccurate data regalding thc demographics of the 
cotnurunity, the City has createci an Ecluity Inverrtory lbr bureaus to clcvelop traselillc infbnnation 
about current practices in thcjr collection ancl use of clernographic data; 

WIìllREAS, thc City will work wtth the Coalition of Communitics o1'Color ¿urd othcr community 
pzrrtuers to assure that ciata is collectcd in an accurate ancl culturally appropriate ul¿ìl1ller ancl is 
utilizecl to mal<e clecisiclts tl-rat improve the oqr-rity ol'City scn,iccs. 

NOW TI-lìjl{lil'-ORll l}E IT RESOLVED that thc Oflìce ol'Management ancl Finance will continue 
its work on the lìquity Survcy of City Bureaus to c'leterminc what data trure¿ius are clu'l'clltly gathering 
ancl to proviclc.that in{bnr-l¿rtion tcl the Oflìcc of'lìquity ancl Human Rights lbr use in its work. 

[ì]ìr IT FUR'fl-ll-jlì RISOt.VBD that thc City will work with thc Coalition o1'Communities of'Color 
aucJ other cout-nutrity partuers to enlist thc assistance 01'c'leuograpl-ric cxperts to review the clata 
collectecl by the Coalition ancl to cnslrre the accuracy of comtnunity verifìecl population counts I'or 
use whcrc appropriate. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City will invite Multnornah County ancl other governme.t 
pattners to parlicipate irl cleveloping dernographic data so that tlie relevant regio¡al governments can 
be infonned by consistel.rt data. 

Adopted by the Council: JAN g 5 20t2 LaVonne Griffin-Vatade 
,, Auditor of the City of porfland 

Mayor Sam Adams By 
Prepared by: Linda Meng ! , ', . 

Date Prepared: January 5,2012 Deputy 
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