ORDINANCENo. 184989

Amend Sewer User Charges Code to expand authorities for implementing a revised Extra Strength Discharge
Program (Ordinance; amend Code Chapter 17.36)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.

1.

The Council finds:

The Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) is authorized to develop and manage the city’s
sanitary sewer facilities to adequately convey, manage and protect the City sewage treatment
systems. The City has had increasing problems with sewer backups and overflows related to root
and grease blockages. During the last decade, the city and other jurisdictions in the region have
undertaken a variety of regulatory and educational programs to reduce the amount of grease
discharged into sewer systems.

The City has a regulatory obligation to provide adequate maintenance and prevent blockages
under the federal Capacity, Management, Operations and Maintenance (CMOM) provisions of
the Clean Water Act regulations and the associated National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) treatment plant permits (Oregon State Permits #26-0100 and 101614).

The City of Portland Cut Through the FOG program is the latest incarnation of the city’s grease
management efforts. The program looks at regulatory and financial incentives to drive enhanced
capture and recycling of grease products that otherwise would be discharged to the city’s sewer
and drainage systems.

Chapter 17.36 of the Portland City Code authorizes the city to collect fees for use of the city’s
sewer and drainage system. The existing code language of 17.36.110 establishes a fee for extra
strength wastewater discharges. The proposed Code expands that authorization to allow use of
existing rates with a new class average billing methodology which more equitably distributes the
City extra strength discharge treatment costs across a broader group of dischargers.

The Bureau of Environmental Services is currently developing administrative rules that will
detail how the code will be implemented, and anticipate public review of those rules in late fall
of 2011.

NOW, THEREFORE, the council directs:

a.  Amend PCC Chapter 17.36 as set forth in Exhibit A of this Ordinance.

b.  Authorize the Director of BES to establish and amend administrative rules to implement the Extra
Strength Discharge and the Cut Through the FOG program through a public review process.

Passed by the Council, NOV 09 2011 LaVonne Griffin-Valade

Dan Saltzman
Commissioner of
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