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ORDINANCE NO. 3. Ð 

Approve Agreement to Initiate process for a land exchange with the Mt. Hood National
 
Forest to exchange selected lands within the Bull Run Watershed Management Unit.
 
(Ordinance)
 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council finds: 

1. The location of City-owned parcels of land in the Bull Run Watershed Management Unit
 
(BRWMU) is largely alegacy of the land ownership pattern that existed when the City
 
developed the Bull Run water supply system in the 1890s.
 

2. Most of the City-owned properties were originally private homestead land claims when the 
Bull Run Reserve was established by Presidential proclarnation in 1892, and many of these 
parcels are located in areas that have no direct role in operation and maintenance of the water 
supply system. 

3. Much of the land underlying City water supply and transmission facilities is federal land 
managed by the Forest Service. 

4. Joint management of the Bull Run'Watershed Management Unit would be simplified and 
improved if the respective land holdings were re-organized and consolidated so that the City 
owned the land associated with drinking water facilities and the Forest Service owned the 
land upland of those facilities. 

5. The same prohibitions on tree cutting that apply to federal lands in the BRWMU will be 
adopted for City-owned land through changes to the City Code. These proposed code 
changes are being introduced through an ordinance presented to Council concunent with the 
land exchange Agreement to Initiate. 

6. The Bull Run Watershed Management Unit Agreement between the Water Bureau and the 
Mt. Hood National Forest, signed on December 17,2007, stated that both parties would 
pursue a land exchange in order to obtain a more logical and efficient land ownership pattern 
for the watershed. 

7 . The proposed land exchange would involve 2,528 acres of City-owned land and 2,830 acres 
of Forest Service land. 

8. The Water Bureau and the Mt. Hood National Forest have completed preliminary scoping 
work on the land exchange; the Forest Service's Washington D.C. offrce evaluated the 
feasibility analysis and determined that it is in the broader public interest to move forward on 
the exchange. 
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9. The land exchange Agreement to Initiate, copies of which are labeled Exhibit A and attached 
to the original ordinance, is a non-binding agreement and the final decision to exchange lands 
is contingent on the outcome of an environmental analysis process that complies with the 
National Environmental Policy Act QIIEPA). The NEPA analysis will require public input 
and disclosure, including opportunities for administrative appeal. 

10. The estimated cost paid to the Forest Service to carry out the administrative steps for the land 
exchange will range from $290,000 to $494,000. Authorization to transfer funds to the 
Forest Service will be obtained through a separate forthcoming intergovernmental agreement 
between the parties. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. That the Commissioner-in-Charge is authorized to execute on behalf of the City an 
Agreement to Initiate a process to achieve a land exchange between the City of Portland 
Vy'ater Bureau and the Mt. Hood National Forest. 

Passed by the Council, FEB 10 2010	 
LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of the City of Portland 

Byl 
Commissioner Leonard Deputy 
Prepared by Richard Robbins 
January 5,2010 
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