Office of Mayor Charlie Hales
City of Portland
REPORT TO COUNCIL

DATE: January 15, 2016
TO: City Council
FROM: Mayor Charlie Hales

SUBJECT: Know Your City and the Civic Equity Engagement Mangers program

I am pleased to introduce a report from Cameron Witten on Know Your City and their new Civic
Equity Engagement Mangers program.

Know Your City engages the public in art and social justice through creative place making
projects. Our programs and publications aim to educate people to better know their
communities, and to empower them to take action. Their Civic Equity Engagement Mangers
program originates from concern about the lack of access to human rights related educational

programming for youth.

Many school districts in the Portland metropolitan region have not been able to offer youth and
students a robust understanding of Oregon’s diverse civic and historic culture. Addressing this
educational void is urgent because we are experiencing a dramatic transformation in the
demographics of our schools. Many classrooms in the metropolitan region are majority-
minority, with youth who could be intimately understanding the communities who lived before
them, in their neighborhoods.

Know Your City believes that the celebration of human rights creates a stronger and more
prosperous community; that every individual, no matter who they are, can reach their highest
potential when they are recognized for their humanity.

Know Your City and the Civic Equity Engagement Managers program provide engaging,
nontraditional means of dialogue through a multicultural lens — providing people from diverse
backgrounds the opportunity to become civically engaged and have a greater connection to the

surrounding community.
Sincerely,

Cas e

Charlie Hales
Mayor of Portland

1221 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite 340 ¢ Portland, Oregon 97204
MayorCharlieHales@PortlandOregon.gov
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