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FW: Right 2 Dream Too Camp 
Tiffany Sweitzer <TiffanyS@hoytliving.com> Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 7:26 AM 
To: "patricia gardner (patig57@gmail.com)" <patig57@gmail.com>, Christe Wtrite <C\Mite@radlerwhite.com>, 
"dike@wddcorp.com" <dike@wddcorp.com>, "Homer Williams (homer@wddcorp.com)" <hd-mer@wddcorp.com>, ,,Greg 

Y 9tqt."l <gclose@wyseinvestment.com>, "KDubanevich@stollberne.com" <KÓubanevich@stoä-berne.com>, Mark Friél 
<M Friel@stollberne.com> 

From: David Lokting lmailto:; ,i ,,,..,,,,,,,,, ,,, ,ì;, , , ] 
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 7:2I AM  
To: Commissioner Fritz  
CC: ll.r','t:i iì; ,i, r,rlt:iti ìi,,tt. lt,l i.iirr;t_rlj;!,,; i\iji.j.l,.rrir;¡ij.¡1, 1,¡l l.i 
ir,,,,,,,r,r ,.i1.,i,ì,,i ,,,,,i,, ,,.;TiffafìySweiþef;,,,i;.r, ,,,,lr ,;,i  
Subject: RE: Right 2 Dream Too Camp  

Dear Commissioner Fritz, 

Thank you for replying to my letter. 

You missed my point. I said the logical extension of the Director's reasoning is that the R2DToo camp would be legal
where it now is. However, I also said the Director's reasoning is flawed. The camp is not legal and cannot be legaily  
permitted, either where it now is or where you are proposing to relocate it. The Director contrived a new view of the  
requirements for siting homeless camps in order to give you the answer you needed and wanted to complete your 
settlement of the existing lawsuit.  

The City has flip flopped all over on this issue. First, the R2DToo camp was illegal where currently located. perhaps  
R2DToo was at fault for not applying for permits, but they undoubtedly did not apply because they knew they would  
have been turned down. Also, the propefi owner probably would not have consented because the camp was  
established out of spite on account of Randy Leonard's enforcement action against the sex shop. Then, when the  
settlement was reached and before the Director íssued his current repoft, you said that there was a hisioric overlay 
affecting the current site and that is why a move was reguired. You also said that R2DToo would apply for permits in  
its new location and do evefihing necessary to obtain the permits. Suddenly, out of thin air, the Diiector has  
determined that no approvals or permits are needed at all.  

The camp is a mass shelter and/or short term living under the zoning code, and it cannot meet the requirements for  
those uses in the Lovejoy ramp location. It is illegal.  
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More important is the lack of respect that the City has shown for its taxpaying citizens, We have a large homeless 
population in Poftland, if you travel around the country you wilf readily see that Portland has more hJmeless than 
other cities. I don't know the reason for it, but perhaps it is because we already do so much to help the homeless 
that they migrate here. That's just a guess. But it is true. We do a lot to help the homeless, as we should, but we 
seem to keep getting more. We cannot provide the help in a vacuum, however, and completely disregard the effects 
of that assistance on others. The homeless cannot be helped without aid from the productive iegmeñts of society. 

Just take the new hotel as one example. The owners have invested $50 million to build the first hotel in the pearl 
district. They financed it through a program that is targeted at projects that create jobs, so they are helping porland 
to have more living wage jobs. That, in fact, is one way, if not the best way, to address homelessness. The project 
is two blocks from Union Station, so it is perfectly located for train travelers - something I imagine the City of'portland
with all of its interest in mass transit should certainly promote. The proposed site is right on tñe walking path from 
Union Station to the hotel site. Is this how you want to introduce train travelers to the city? More significangy, you 
can be sure that the first hotel guest is going to take pictures of the camp and post them and write iiup on 
TripAdvisor and other internet sites. So much for our hotel. You could have just asked the hotel owners to turn their 
$50 million over to the city to build a new, permanent homeless shelter. We toufd have Bud Clark Commons 2 
instead of R2DToo. 

There are clearly other impacts as well, and it is not just on high-income condo dwellers. We have four affordable 
housing prolects in the Pearl within 1 to 5 blocks of the site. These are occupied by low income residents, many
elderly who are living in and thankful for affordable housing to live out their later years. The camp will diiectly ímpaa 
their livability. It affects the attraction and livability of the neighborhood for all others as well - residents, commercial 
and officer users, shoppers, tourists, park users and the like - everyone. Over the past 10 years 100s of millions of 
dollars have been invested in the Pearl to create one of the most vibrant neighborhoods in the city - one that is a 
model of planning throughout the country. The zoning code's purpose ís to allow people to make investments in new 
developments with a reasonable understanding and expection of how the rest of the neighborhood will look and feel. 
You cannot say that anyone should reasonably have expected that the City would pull this trick. 

The Pearl District has never said we have the right to forbid anything or to say who our neighbors will be. We do 
have the right, however, to insist that the laws will be followed and will be applied in a uniform way. you do not have 
the right to say which laws will be followed or to change them at your whim- If you were eueen you would. But you 
are an elected official, as is the Mayor and as are the other City Commissioners, and we have every right to speak out 
and make sure that you apply the laws as intended and to hold you accountable. 

Sincerely yours, 

David Lokting 

David A. Lokting 



From:CommissionerFritz[,,, , , ' '  

Sent: Wednesday, October 0Z, ZOL310:29 pM  
To: David Lokting  
Subject: RE: Right 2 Dream Too Camp  

Dear David, 

Thank you for your message. The report regarding the permissions¡ecessary on the proposed site is very similar toDirector Scarlett's analysis of the approvals neeOeã tor ihe cunent site. The ówners of the current site refused toapply for the permits. lf they had, the use would likely have been approved. The difference now is that Right to 
lregm loo 1s willing to apply for approvals, before môving. The anäysis focusei àn tne Zoning code, as is usuat in aZoning confirmation request. other approvals may be reluired later.-

I appreciate your careful, detailed input on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda 

Amanda Fritz 
Commissioner, City of poriland 

The City of Portland is a fragrance free workplace. To help me and others be abte to breathe, p/ease avoid usingadded fragrances when visiting City offices. 

From:_David Lokting [,t, :l', ' ,. ' ,;: , ','. I , 
]Sent: Tuesday, October 01,2013 g:5g pM 

To: Hales, Mayor; Novick, Steve; Commissioner Fritz; Commíssioner Saltzman; Commissioner Fish 

[Quoted text hidden] 

[Quoted text hidden] 
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ffiwmçsmaryv ffirempmffiYåffiffiu Xruffi. 

Octokrcr 3, 2013 

Re: Propose<1 encarïpment ct Lovejoy rümp 

Deor Cornnrissioner Frit¿, 

I cm wrilinç; on beholf of ownership of boTh lhe Honeyr-ncn Hordware LofJs ond the PNCA 
building, locotecj in Podlcnci's Peorl Districl lo strorrgly protest the proposed movement of 
the "Riglrl lo Dreom Too" teni cily to lhe obove-referencecJ locoiion, 

Firsl snd foremosl, I rnust stress our cömpony's comrnilment lo atforcloble housing for 
people clcross the enlire economic spectrurn, As cn owner, oclvoccte c:rnd tleveloper of 
clffordable housirrg ocross the counlry since I gé9, we cre cleeply commilted lo provicling 
qu<llily, offordoble housing. ln oclcjition io lhe compony's focus on crffordoble housing, 
we clso clevelop ond renovcrte convenlioncl properiies, preserving oncJ improving 
historicol crnd iconic neighk-rorhoocl buil<lings for fulure generolions, We hove c s-trong 
commilmen't to communily, incorporcling public crrt irr rnosl projecfs using locol crtists, 
working with local contractors, designers cnd building consensus within ihe communiiies 
in which we cre acfive, 

Given our socicrl q:ncj fincncicl commitmenl to community, cnd in porticulor, the Pearl 
District, we Õre dismoyed lo leorrr of this proposed movemerrJ, which will bring cr 
devosloting impoct to lhe viobiliiy of this thriving community. Hoving spent millions of 
cjollors on improvemenÌs in the Peorl Districl ond fighiing lhror-rgh the conrplex moze of 
cily bureoucrocy for ony opprovol, whiclr holds us lo the slrictest letter of city codos. oncl 
even ncvigoting îhrough vcrrious deportments when conflictirrg inferprefc.rtions of code 
crre made by Ìhe city ilself, il is cJismcying to wclch the city foisl lhis upon flre community 
without cny puh'lic process crnd in violotion of its own cocJes crnd ordinonces wtrich it so 
cggressively crcJheres to when olhers ore lrying to improve-fhe commurrity, 

Tent cilies/encompments cro in cleor vialcrtion of Fire Life Sclfety cocJes, Public llecllh 
cocles crncl locc;l Zoning Cocles. ln addition io mulliple violalions, movement of this 
enccrmpment will bring unhecllhy, r-rncleon conditions Ìo on orècr cLlrrently experic.ncirrg 
on urbon revilolizction, The City is squorely irr lhe wrong in ignoring its own co<Jes ancj 
regulotions, encouroging unsofe crnd unsonilcrry living cclndi.l.ions for its homeless cili¿ens, 

We strongly urge The city to reconsider this illegal movemenl beinç conlemplcrfe<1 
without ony corrsìclerotion of the people crnd componies investinç¡ millions of dollors lo 
irnprove the neighborhood ond the citizens olrecdy resiciirrg in ihe areo, while the city 
itself is works agcinst these gocls in violcrlìon of its own standcrcJs ancJ rules, 

Regorcls, (. ' 
\ t'- ¡'r'.,-''- - ""S-[6*o11 d* It 11,4/ \ '** *-r,Yl ltrV v.. 1\"ttl 

Joson Eook-Symorrs  
Direclor, Securily Properrties  

SBi{:uRrr"y Fmerpmrq"r¡m#, lþrü" 'Í âÐ Ì -tr'Mtþrfl} l\vffi", SLruTtr S4ÐÕ, ffiHÅTTå'ffi, WA #ffi f # { 



CITY COUNCIL. TESTIMONY * RIGHT 2 DREAM TOO CAMP R[-LOCAÌION 

MY NAME/ADDRESS; I(ATHY HANSEN 1"030 NW 12ll 

THANK YOU TOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE COMMEN]S ON TI-I15 VFRY IMPORTANT ISSUE FACING 
OUR NEIGI.IBORHOOD. 

I LIVED IN THE BUCI(MAN NEIGHBORHOOD FROM 1980 UNTIL 2003. I NOW LIVE IN THË PEARL DISTRICT 

TI-IE CLOSE IN EAST SIDE NEIGHBORHOODS, PRETTY MUCH NEGLECTED BY TI-IE CITY IN THOSE DAYS, 
WERË FULL OF LOVELY OLD HOMES AND A GENERATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE WHO CARED 
PASSIONATELY ABOUI-RESTORING AND PRESERVING PORTLAND'S ARCHITECTUAL HISTORY. 

IN DOING TI.'IIS WORI(, THEY ALSO, BY TI-IE DOZENS, SPËNT THOUSANDS OF HOURS OVER THE TWO 
DECADES VOLUNTEERING ON COMMITTEES TO RID THE NEIGHBORHOODS OF PROSTITUTION AND 
DRUG TRAFFICI(ING, IVIPROVE THE SCHOOLS, IMPROVE THË CLIIV]ATE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES, AND  
DEVELOP STRONG N EIGHBORHOODS AN D GOVERN I NG ASSOCIATIONS.  

THE PEARL DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD WAS BUILT IN A SIMILAR MANNER - FROM MUD FLATS TO A 
LOVELY PLANNED AND DESIGNED COMMUNITY...AND IT 15 SUCCESSFUL NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF DESIGN, 
BUT ALSO, CINCE AGAIN, BECAUSË OF THOUSANDS OF HOURS OF VOLUNTEER EFFORT TO DEVELOP THE 
COMMUNITY IN A COLLABORATIVE AND COOPERATIVE ENVIRONMENT. 

THIS ARBITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS DECISION BY COUNCIL TO RELOCATE THE RIGHT2DREAM2 CAMP 
THREATENS NOT ONLY THE PEARL DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD, BUT ALSO THREATENS THE EFFORTS OF 
ALL THE URBAN NEIGHBORHOODS IN THEIR ETFORTS TO MAINTAIN AN ORDERLY ENVIRONMENT WITH 
RULES THAT ARE UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED TO BY BOTH RESIDENTS AND CITY GCIVERNMEN'I, 

MS FRITZ HAS SPOI(EN OF THIS RELOCATION AS A PILOT PROJECT, THUS ALL NEIGHBORHOODS MAY BE 
SUBJECT TO ÊUTURË RELOCATIONS OF UNHOUSED GROUPS TO'THEIR MIDST. 

WHEN I LIVED IN BUCI(MAN, MY HOME WAS TWO BLOCI(S FROM THE ST FRANCIS DINING HALL AND WE 
FOUGHT WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH FOR YEARS ABOUT THEIR UNWILLINGNË55 TO POLICE THE AREA 
OR SUPËRVISF THE TRANSIENT POPULATION..THEIR ATTITUDE WAS PRETTY MUCH TO CLASP THËIR 
HANDS AND CLAIM T["IEY WËRË THERË TO DO GÜD'S WORI( AND SERVË THE POOR....AND DAMN THE 
IMPACT ON THE SURROUNDING HOMES AND BUSINESSSES. THIS RECËNT DECISION BY COUNCIL ECHOS 
AN UNFORTUNATË PARALLEL TO THAT ARROGANT ATTITUDE, 

I I(NOW, APPARENTLY BËTTER THAN YOU DO, THE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES THAI MAY WELL 
RESULT FROM YOUR DECISION TO RELOCATE THIS DISADVANTAGED POPULATION TO A LOCATION 
WITHIN ANCITHER ESTABLISHED COIVMUNITY WITHOUT I I-JË ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE RESIDËNTS. 

I HOPE AT SOME POINT YOU HAVE THE GRACE TO REALIZE THE BROAD RAMIFICATIONS OF THIS 
DECISION AND BE VERY ASHAMED BY YOUR ACTIONS ON THIS MATTER. 



H David Silverrnan  
922 NW lLth.Avenue; #Xn15  

Fontlar¡d, Onegon 97 Z{tg  

Dear Mayor Hales and commissioners Novicl<, saltzman, Fish, and Fritz. 

I am here todety to express my disappointment and frustration with the recent 
actions undertal<en by Commissioner Fritz and Portland's Bureau of Development 
Service regarding the Right 2 Dream Too encampment. 

While some would lil<e to use homelessness and the challenge of the growing 
economic inequality in our nation, state and city as the basis for the justification for 
moving the encampment, the heart of this matter has, sadly, nothing to do with 
either, 

Others would lil<e to cast residents of the "Pearl" as the wealthy, one-percent, that 
received tax breal<s and continue to grow their wealth at the expense of others. 
Their argument is one of class warfare and is offensive. We all l<now the pearl 
District was not built for the wealthy and is the most economically diverse 
neighborhood in Portland. But again, this is not even germane to the resolution that 
you will be voting on today. 

The real issue before you is how do we choose, as a city, to govern ourselves. And 
whether or not the rules that we choose to apply to citizens, non-profits and for-
profit businesses also apply to the City of Portland. To have two sets of rules, one 
that applies to the City and another that applies to everyone else is just plain wrong. 
To force the Bureau of Development Service to "find" a justification to circumvent 
zoning regulations is just plain wrong. To call the Right 2 Dream Too encampment,
"Community Services" is intellectuaÌly dishonest at best and a bald-faced lie at 
worst. 

Portland has a long history of very structured zoning laws. It has served the city
well and is one of the reasons we are admired. We have vibrant neighborhoods with 
great community lnr,'olrzernent. VVe ha,.'e a. sense of fairness and rn¡hile \4/e ma)/ not 
always agree with everything that happens in the City, we can all feel that the 
process was honest and that the rules were followed. 

The hypocrisy and hubris ingraÍned in Commissioner Fritz's actions is non-trivial. 
Based on the Commissioner Fritz's reasoning, the Right 2 Dream'l'oo encampment
would be perfectly legal and does not need any City permits remain in its current 
location [and anywhere else in the City that is similarly zonedJ and if only the Right 
2 Dream Too encampment had filed the proper paperworl<... If we follow her 
argument to its natural conclusion, it also means that the City was wrong to have 
fined Right 2 Dream Too and the property owner in the first place,, since it was a 
permitted use and they in turn were right to sue the City, and the City would have 
and should have lost the lawsuit. The entire argument defies logic. 



¡\nd Mr. Mayor, I am hopeful that you can see there is no difference between your 
having evicted campers fiom in front of City Ilall and under the Morrison Briclge and 
why there should not be an encampment uncler the Broadway Iìridge" Let us be 
honest with ourselves, both are illegal and neither are Community Services, 

I moved from New Yorl< to the Pearl District L5 years ago, before it was even a 
neighborhood, I was an "early adopter" and was comforted that my choice to live in 
the Pearl District was a good one as the City of Portland was renowned for its 
planning, citizen involvement and structured zoning laws. And up until this August,
Portland ìived up to its reputation, 

If Commissioner Fritz had chosen to engage those of us living and worl<ing in the 
Pearl District and to work through the existing zoning regulations, the .*sponr" 
r¡¿ould have been much different, Instead of working with us to find \,vaysio afiect 
the problem of homelessness, Commissioner Fritz subverted process, fãir play and, 
in a larger sense, representative government. I will agree with Commissiòner Fritz 
on one issue' We do not get to choose our neighbors, but we do get to choose our 
neighborhoods and we do have a right to expect that the law applies equally to the 
City of Portland as it does to the rest of us, 

on a personal note, I wantyou to see a who a resident of the pearl is. As I 
mentioned earìier, I have lived in the Pearl District for 15 years; I am a disabled 
Army veteran; I am missing my right leg and a good portion of my right lung, I am 
not unsympathetic to those who struggle. I understand that life can be exceptionally
tough and is rarely fair. But what is at stal<e here today is not about solving 
homelessness or settling an avoidable lawsuit with Mr. Michael Wright. What this is 
about is your choosing whether of not you want to continue this charade started by
Commissioner Fritz. 

I urge you to vote against the resolution that improperly categorizes the Right 2 
Dream Too encampment as Community Services and to require the City of portland 
to hold itself to the same high standards it rightly requires òf else.

"v".yone 
Thank you for vour attention. 

H David Silverman 



To the Portland City Council 
RE: Proposed l{omeless Camp Site under the Lovejoy Street ramp of the Broadway Bridge 
October 3, 2013 

Thank you hearing this testimony. My name is Rick Sohn. My wife and I own a Condo at L0th and 
Lovejoy, just 2 blocks away from the newly proposed Homeless camp under the Lovejoy Street ramp of 
the Broadway Bridge. We have a significant personaland financialstake in seeing portland develop 
sound processes to address homelessness. 

While this testimony highlights Right 2 Dream Too, it applies to homeless camps anywhere in portland. 
Portland needs a successful Long Term Program to end homelessness. We hope that you will give 

these findings serious consideration. 

ln searchìngforsolutions, llooked at Minneapolis/St. Paul, (which isvery progressive in urban planning, 
(bicycling,thearts,and)inmanyways similartoPortland,butwith a20%largerMetroarea(3.3million 
there vs 2.7 million here). 

What resources has Minnesota brought to bear to find solutions for individual homeless people and 
families?, given the diversity of challenges, unique to each person or family? Just to name a few 
programs, How has Minneapolis St Paul decreased sleeping on the streets, helped repeat offenders 
decrease their jail time, assisted seniors, helped connect homeless people directly with beneficial 
resources,helpedbringyoungpeopleintocareersandoffthestreets,? Minnesota's goal istoend 
homelessness, one individual and family at a time. The Portland question should not be, why are the 
homeless embracing the Right 2 Dream Too strategy? They accept it because they have no better 
choice. ltisourjobasacommunityleaderstoidentifyandofferalternative choicestailoredtolong 
term success. This is what can be learned by studying the State of Minnesota, and Minneapolis/St paul 
in particular. 

lVlinneapol¡s/St Paul Min¡resota --- a ease study 

Lets get started. 

The City of Minneapolis and State of Minnesota have currently embarked on an effort called "Heading 
Home Minnesota." lt is the umbrella for the statewide Business Plon, to End Long-Term 
Homelessness as well as local plans to end homelessness throughout the State. 

Heading Home Minnesota ( www.hgðdÌnqhOmemtrurcgQ|a*qru ) is a coorclinated state-wide 
public-private-nonprofit partnership to eliminate barriers to stability and to end hornelessness in 
Minnesota. The latest strategic business plan was released in fall 201"0, and builds on local plans and on 
the recently releasecl Federalstrategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness. lt puts forward a com-
prehensive set of strategies for maxirnizing and aligning future work on this initiative. 

lVlinneapolis/St Paul has been aggressively addressing homelessness for over 25 years. Five objectives 
that are at the heart of all strategies to end homelessness in Minnesota: * Educate, engage, collaborate 

ã lncrease access to stable housing * Reach out to people who are hclmeless and at risk of homelessness 

www.hg�d�nqhOmemtrurcgQ|a*qru


ø lrnprove well-be¡ng
* Transform the housing crisis response system 

hleading Home l'lennepin Ëxarnples 

The Minneapolisy'Hennepin Çounty Frpiect Þ{omele$s Çonnect-- Ending
homelessness/ one person at a time.  
On May 20,20L3, nearly l-000 volunteers and 500 service providers gathered to serve  
nearly 2000 guests experiencing homelessness, with a one-stop shop experience with  
services ranging from housing, employment, and medical care to benefits, legal assistance, 
ID cards, and haircuts. The next event will be held in December 2013. To volunteer or  
learn more, please visit www.homelessconnectminneapolis.org.  

Housing for people with a historv in corrections: Frequent Users Services Enhancement lnitiative 
(FUSE) was launched in 2008 to work with high users of both the shelter and county jailto provide 
permanentsupportive housing. Through the end of 201.1., FUSE has worked with 100 individuals. 
Evaluations of the FUSE program show that IîIJSIl participauts reclucecl their use of'shelter by 43 percent 
andjail by 39 percent. 

The Currie Avenue Partnership: The Currie Avenue Partnership was developed in the spring of 20.10 to 
identify and house 150 of the highest users of shelter in Minneapolis. A collective effort by Downtown 
Congregations to End Homelessness, the downtown business community, the philanthroþic community,
and concerned individuals raised $350,000 to start this program, and once running the ongoing costs áre 
covered by state funding. This program housed 150 individuals in the first six monthJof the 
program, and additional money was raised to house an additional 40 people who sleep outdoors. 
Housing for people with health conditions: There are several initiatlves in Heading Home Hennepin
that target people experiencing homelessness with complicating chronic or severe nelltn conditions. 

' The Hospitalto Home prograrn provides permanent supportive housing to people discharged from 
hospital settings. Patterned after a program in Ramsey County, Hennepin has a small pilotóperating 
between Hearth Connection, a community nonprofit, and Hennepin County Medical Center. The piloit 
started in Fall 201 1 with plans to serve four individuals and evaluate potential cost savings 

" Catholic Charities has a pilot project with North lVlemorial Medical Center to provide necuperative care 
to five individuals discharged from their hospital. The pilot started in fall 20'1 1. 

' Hennepin Health is an integrated care organization to provide health care to extremely low-income 
single adults in Hennepin County. A partnership between Hennepin County Medical Center, 
Metropolitan Health Plan, NorthPoint Health and Wellness Center, and Hennepin County Human 
Services and Public Health Department, Hennepin Health provides wrap-around social services to 
patients and works to find permanent supportive housing to patients whose housing situation negatively
impacts their health status and results in high levels of crisis-driven services. Hennépin Health bðgan
operation in January 2012. 

Housing for fanrilies: Young mothers in shelter are more likely to repeat shelter stays than olcier 
mothers, so Heading Home Hennepin has provided focused attention to resolving this cycle.  
' St. Anne's Place, an emergency shelter provider for women and children, receivecl a grant from the phillips  
Foundation to provide support services to young parents age 21 and under who have experienced homelessness.  
ln 2011, the program served 23 families whose average length of stay in shelter pr¡or to entering the program was  
one-and-a-half months. The program works to support these families in housing and to prevent repeat shelter  
staVs.  

http:www.homelessconnectminneapolis.org


lcorrespondedviaemailwithMikkelBeckmen(e), 
executive director of Heading Home Hennepin (www.heac|jnghoms:hennegin.org). , a leading 
homeless assistance group serving the Minneapolis Metro area . Heading Home Hennepin,
which will serve mole th¿ur r,6oo farmilies this year, is a joint Minneapolis-Hennepin County project 
clesigned to elimin¿rtc homelessness by zor6. 'I'hat zorz number is nearly clouble the number. of h.meless 
f¿rrnilies seruecl in zclo6, when the project was staftecl. 

Here is our email correspondence. 

From RickSohn (rsohn@umpquacoquille.com) 
Sep 27, 2013 
to Mikkel.beckmen 

I have been reviewing the Head Home Minnesota and the Wilder Foundation websites and I have yet tofind anywhere in your programs the setting up of a homeless camp or series of camps. 
ls.there anywhere in your ending-homelessness strategy, that the public, a consortium of public andprivate partners, or a private entity, is setting up homeléês camps in Minnesota? lf so, can it be done in a way that you feel benefits the homeless person or family? 
I live in oregon, and many communities here are grappiing with ways to address homelessness. 
Feel free to contact me. 
Thank you for any information you can provide. 

B:24 AM 
Mikkel Beckmen <Mikkel. Beckmen@hennepin.  us> 9/30/13 

to me 

"Hi Rick, 
Here in our community we don't believe nor do we feel it necessary to set up camps for 
people who cannot afford housing. We clo offer 24-hour shelter with 3 meals for all familes 
and disabled adults who lose their housing. ln addition we have historically had enough
public and private shelter space for most homeless populations. Frankly the idea of camps
for people is below our standard of eare and of course in winter, not sustaining of life. The 
number of street homeless in our community is much lower than most with around 150 
people sleeping outside as we have a very strong outreach presence as well as a shelter 
system that had has enough emergency shelter beds for almost 2,000 people. We spenel
around L2 million dollars in county taxes to províde shelter for famílies and more for 
adults and youth. Shelter is a right in our communitLfor most and we believe resources 
should be pushed into rental assistanee and housing opportnrnities, not the expansion of 
shelten sr other temporary progrãms. All people are housable, even those who use drugs
and alcohol daily and who have lots of personal vulnerabilities. 

It is imperative that we use our energy to create rental units and in-home support for 
those who are poorest and sickest among us. 
I know that oregon has many more street folk than we do so perhaps ycru feel 

mailto:rsohn@umpquacoquille.com
http:www.heac|jnghoms:hennegin.org












Ocì-ol¡er -J , ?,01 :J 

[ri;ryo r Cli¿r.L:,] -i..tr I1¡,i.1.cs 

Comrni ¡;¡;i.oner Ni.clc !'isl:r 

Comm.i ss-i-otler Dan Sa.L tzman 

Corruni,ssi.o.ner Steve tiJovír:k 

Commi.ssì oner i\n¿rncla I'r:i. Iz 

T ¿¡m l{enneth 'l'hraslr'er of 1001 NI{ Love joy st' ì'Jni t .l 301' PoL:L'la:rd 

Oreqon 9'/ ?.09 , a resident " 

My tels;1-iroolly on '.1'hu::sclay wj I-L focus on three ¿ìspclcts of Lhe reloc¡rt'j-on 
r¡f t.he R2D2 camp t,hat- requir:es furt.heil consj-dera1-ic¡n" They inciucle 1) 
j s t,ir j-s i.n the |:est inLe¡re-:sts o.f i.-hc,: j-nclj.r¡idu¿tl"s Jreinq reloca t-tlc-i, 2) 

-i. s this j,n the bes t- -i.nt-er:ests of l-he community R2D2 i.s movinc; j,nto, 
¿rncl _J) lr¿rs ,l p.tîoper economic anal.ysis of thj,s move l¡c+en dc;ne? 

l ) J_s [hj-s in L]re l¡est j-nt-er:est-s of the inclividual.s beinq ::elocated-
tiri.s -i s ¿r ter:r j b-l,e l.ocat.i.on t-o ¡:ut people, Ì"t is clantp, cold, noi.sv' 
¿r1cl ha-s pos:;ìbl.e a.i-r qua1.it.y i:isues (has a study been <1one?)" ll''here 

al:e aflplîox-|maLel.y 2-00 empty buiJdìngs in the Por:t-lancl area an<1 tfit: 
Wapa1.-o jaì I s.ì-t-s em.pt-y, at alreacly ;rn est-j-mated $300, 000 a¡nr'ra'L cost 

j cest 6 1..hr¡ Cou¡1..y, wlij ch cou l cl be': usr¡cl ancl bas al -l' of Lbe se-rv  
Lhe l3f anclLe llouse, ancl r":equi.r'ed. M;rny of- l-he R2D2 resiclen l.-s ea |.- at  

[he o.ì-cl ]:urilc1.i.nq i.s ava j.-l-¿rbl,c¡ at Lhj-s poi'nL, This i l; being clone not  
cì-i-r;ni, 1.-y, Ilut- t-o ¡rvoj-cl leg¿rl c:ost-s and t-o s¿r1-:i'r¡fy Lìle -ì.n thcl ¡¿rme of 

ov¿ners wantinq to remodel tire Glo]:e }Lotel" ,tI j-s time to ]:ecoqnize v¡e 

h¿:vr¡ t..irree gl:ot.lps czrmplnq :i,n our City, i) those with ç¡enui.'ne ha:L:clslr-ì'trls 

that- ne¡ecj tenrpor:ar:y sheltel j.n bLti. l-clì-rrqs, -ii ) t-hose wj ì-h rncnl-a'L 
and she'l- Le r' Ln bu"i-ltìinr¡s " ancli..l ,l,nessels t-Ìtai: neecj :iuppol:t services 

j_.i l) t-tiose j-n<l.ivj-clual-s that are nov-lng here, Lra've no desire to worl<" 

t,Lre Cil.-yo ancl detn¿lnrJ s;ervj-ces aI t-htr (:)xp(-ìn5s oIcreat-e .rc¿:-L i.ssr:r,:s for 
t"hese groL.IIJS i"n a t'vay t'hat- i'staxpayers " we¡ nr:ecl tcl cleal.. wj I'-h each of  

sens"i.l:,1-e.  

Ls thj-s j-n the besL j.n[,e]:est,,s c¡l- t,he cotnmunity Iì2D2 is mov j ng inl-o*?) 
I00 peopl.e packecl u¡cler: the br:-Lclge bei-ng sel-f-nan¿rged :i"s a b-i q corlcern 
(wlr.i.ch.j.s a i:,rg,j..ncrease f-rc;m Lhe.50*lo scÍVed- now clo t-o t-hc¡ rlelv ¿ll:è¿r 

lte.i-¡g a rnuch -l ar:qer space) " TÌìe encarnpmertt wi-11 sool-l spr-eacl a::Olinrl 

l-l.le corner t-cl Stati<;tl P.l-ace ancl in front' of t-he train station" 11¡¿ve 

{-hese j.lcji.v j-¿1¿-r I :; -i n l,her iì2D2 c;lrn¡r hac-ì ì;ack*r¡round c;hecks done ol: cltt'rcl 

http:urilc1.i.nq
http:l.ocat.i.on
http:I1�,i.1.cs


t-estì-nq? }{1;r.ybe l-"he s j.t,,e i.s ,s¡¡ f c but, wir¿rt abouL" Lhe :;u¡:i:clund1nq irrc,l;t"s 

where t.hey w"i J. 1 s¡ten<1 ;r c¡oocl pirr.:i, of Lhe.i.r.: Li.tne, c::e;lt j,ncJ a clr:¿iw 

¡iímj,.l.ar Lo \,úlì,1 t.. bas hi:lppe¡ic¡d ¿t.i:r'eacly J-o¡: 1-he llc.rrìtr: jr--'l;r; tn ¡ìott¡nl,c-iwtt 

Lìc¡i:l-.1.¡rncl,/ vthel:e; ciri.-lcl¡:c¡r ¡r,l;i5r -irr t-he |'-i.c1.ci,s ;tncl ,J¿rn.i.s<.:tl P¿lr:lçs w-i1.-li-in ,ì 

l:l.oclcs, anci wher:e panhand-J,-i-ng arnd san.i,t-.rtio¡¡ Íssues j, Ll, impactr,'r 

ltus j nesse,s ancl the connunii:y " l1'he C,'ornpr:ehen,:;-i-ve Ìl,l ¿ln h¿ls no 
t-jiscuss-i-on of 'oIìest Aiteâso*or*oCommunit-y Servì-cc¡ l.lses'u -i n the Pl.arl (art 

ç1asy \day to avoj-c-l the r:ea1 worclr ericartpnent) n v¡hic;h unclel. 1-he St¿lt-e ol, 
Ol:eqorl ru-les c1c¡nut al l..ot,r over:'n,i.ght catripi-ttc¡ ,i.Ir lìest. l\.reas a:; clel,j.nccl" 
\¡7e have¡ heen goocl nei,girL:ors a,L::e¿lcly to abor.rt 30% r.rl- Lhe¡ housj-nq bej..ng 

-L<.rw*j.ncone, ancl have; Br.ld C.ì..arl< Corrmons j.n t"hc¡ ¿ìrea. You may not" be: 

al¡ l.e 1-o p-i <:Jc your ne j,ghbor:s ¿ìri Conunj.ssione:-' lr'¡:-i,t-z h.rs 1.o"1-tJ t-he.: ,5ta1-.ion 
I?l.ar:e Resi,<1ent-s" Ì:ut we shoul-d have i.nput on \^rhat tlypes of. r¡rou¡r 
l-i vì¡q ¡or.l 00 peopLe are aJ"lowed whelr they are not d<,:fjned j-ir the 
cclde oL:' Comprehen:;i ve Ir.1-an, btr'[. are c.]:eaLecl out of clonven,i t'lncel by t,lìe 
C.i 1-y" T¡is also op€ìn:j up a Panclorau:i IJox for ¿r11 lixcl zorrc:d pr.o¡:er:1.,y' 

a$ the Cj-t-yus ¡rl-inq makes 1-hese s;imj,l-a.r:Iy zone<1 p:::operf j-es subjelct t.o 
othr¡¡'- ctro¡lps riemancj j-nq camping r-ic-¡h1."'; " .llhis proLress i"s cì cl. e;ì.il 

viol.at-i,on o.l- tire Pub-l,ic's trlisL" 

3) ll¿ls; L.he ¡rropel: econom:i-c anal ysi s of t-h is lnove been Clonc- l-wo 

ans\^re.rs j.n t-he I'inanr:ial .ì.mpact and l?r"rb.l-.i c Invol-vement St¿lt-ement: 
s:i.qrred by Cornm-iss j-oue.¡: Fr:itz are rloI su¡>pcl::l-ed ]¡y anal-ysi s or f¿lcL " 

eue.:sl-io¡s 4 ¿rncl 5 aslc j-f 'l.lrr¡ ar:tion wi-L.l impact- Ci ty revenues oll' 

expensesj, bol..h rt¡hich are ans\^7ered"No" wit'hout- any economic analysj's" 
T.et r¡1e r¡íve yop a number: of possibJ-e financj-al consequences of movi-nq 

i:he camP to 1-lt-i s s-i-1.c'r; 

a ) l-la.s a Ìri gìrest ancÌ bes t- rLse ;rnaJ ysi-s o:f tltis pro¡)e rty evcln L)een 

donr,:, ancl <loes l-Trc R2D2 c¿ìlllp max-i-nize v¿ll'ue ' 

tt) lrfe¡ har¡e r-;oni,. j,nuor-rs l.y heard how t.he curi:ent.: SL¿rt j on l?.1 ¿rcc p;rr-:ìci-l:lc.J 

faciJ_j.t-y an¿ this proposjecl R2D2 are¿r ¿ìÏ:e utrderutj-Lizecl as to parl<i'ng" 
On Íje;¡tt<;mber: 30[h I l-our:ec1 1-he plar)<ing structuv-'e ari<J t"ook the aLLached 
pìcLut:'e of-'the r:oof-*1-op parkirrç¡, ìt. was aÌ: capa:c-Lty. Wj-th thc new 

apar:[-metrts, r:onclos ancl Nllarr-Lott openj-ng soon i-he 6li ¡:'rr]<inq spot's ol:l 

L-lte si.t,e wj,]-l bcl neeclecl for v-ì sit-or,:s, l¡.ot-el 1 quests arnd emp] oyeer.ìì/ 

el j.nrjnal--ì-ng ,i78,000-'$93,600 in reverlues ànnu¿r1-ly on the s;it"e at- a 

$'l oo.-$J.20 rronth aver,rqe p;rr-'l<irrg 1:¿lt-e " At ¿r 9% cap rate thì s -i-s a 

netc;at-ive va,Luc irn¡lact of: $867,000-$.1,040,000 on Lhe properl-y, and 
da"i ,Ly r:at.es 1/'/e:r:e clpp-l j"ecl .cou"l.fl be clc¡ul:"1 e thaL ¿lûìounL il- 

c) lrle r j_ s l< .l-clwer: in<,:ome at- t-ire Íjt at. j on l].1-¿lce park j ng strtlcLure ancl  

nev.r ivlar.r j ot-t c1o t,o co¡:cer-ns aboul- t,he lì2D2 s j-1--t'l " 'llhe Marrj.r:t-t a.l sc>  

cc_¡r.l1,ribut"es t,o rooìn t-axe:i at 6'à t-r¡ t,he Ci.ty, 5"5!à to the County ancl 2e¿ 

t.o t-he poL:t-l-¿:ncl 'I'c¡ur- j.sm Irnptovement- Dj.:;t-::j.ct. 'llhis wil.l al-so irnpacL  
brrsj.ness .i.llcoltl<¡ 1-axes Íctr L.he Cit-y ;rnd Counl-y i-n Llre are¿:, ancl SLaLc  
ancj F'ecjeral [-a.xes ¡:;r-i d by 'bri:;i.tlessoIi. 

http:Dj.:;t-::j.ct
http:cou"l.fl
http:oo.-$J.20
http:oyeer.��
http:ans\^re.rs
http:i�mj,.l.ar


d) '1,i.L>¿¡o.s k:ui ldjng ancJ ot..he-r,s j.n l-he a.re¿'r w,j,..l."1. l-,incl j,l- hardc-:r: t-tr 
.l.ea¡;e exces$ sp;rcjcl i.rl ¿rn ¿r.rt-.,.r th¡rL a l-.r:ear<.1y has v;t<:ailc.ì-es o cle':c.rcas-i,nc¡ 

r¡; velli,lcri ¿inc1 t-ax(ì:; ¡ra:i.rJ. [-<¡ tirc r¡¿l¡l-i. ou:¡ cJOVL'.rnIne n1.-,:i r ¿it]d ciecÍtct.tl;inc; rJtc,' 

pL:'ope ;:Ly v.r-l-r.-re;:; of Lhe buil,:Jinc;s u"nclcr^: tlle j,trcome 1-es¡L tltal- wclll ld 
¿:l.l,lçw propel:[y l-ax appeaì.s and r:eclucecl propÒrty täxes co.I]-t¿c;[ec]. 
Conclo o\,,ri-rers may a"Lscl l-"i.Ie for: 1-.ax aÌlat-emenLs" 

e) illhe Cit.y j .s ,l i)cely to j.ncur si.gn-if icartt Ieg;r1, v'r¿r'l-er/ .sewer'/ 
po,lic.:iriç¡" e-l er:i-i:j,c Ìroolt-"up ;rnd olhe:: cosIs that ]r¿lvQ not bcert 
c.:o¡sj.dere¿ for t.]r<-. ben.ef:it- c¡1 t"ax¡:nyer:s. You ¿,rlso ¿1rc weljvi,Ltcl ' 20'000 
j-n ex j..sting Il2D2 f;-i-nes wh.i ch j.s a cos t 1,o LaxpaVel:s " Llaving t"Ìris 
unc1er Cjri-y c;onLrol- j,ncreases Llre líabi-Lity insrrrancc cxlJosr:re to t.he 
C-i.t yu versìts t-o a re\/enue prociuci"nr¡ p;r.rkinq J:usirless ' 

J-n sumrnaL:y I cjo not be.l ieve yott havcl considered l-hese thL:ee ¿ìreas 
a<lequat.ety.rnd ltecJuest- t-h¿¡i:. yor-r not mâke a- <Jecisj,on t'.o Irìove the¡ Iì2D2 

c-:zrrnp uncle:: tht: J,.ovejoy ììamp" il,'h¿lnl< You 

http:l-.r:ear<.1y
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October 3,2013 

'f0: Mayor llales; Commiss^ioners lr'ish, [ì'r'itz, Novici<, and S¿rìtzrnan 

tìRoM: JuIe Yorrng, 1001 NW Lovejoy St. #4 10 ', l,l { ,t t t¡,,'ltt tt7/ ./,r\"r;> 
I /

Mayrrr llales ancl Crtlntnissiollcrs: 
' J I 

I am a retired social worker who worked in community mental health serving 
disenfranchised aclults ancì families whose lives were clifÏicult in nearly every way possible' 

I arn now a vofulnteer with social service organizations and I serve as the City's citizen 
representative on the Portland Children's Levy Allocation Committee. 

are reuowned for innovative and sustainahle The City of Portlancl ancl its neighborhoocls 
solutions to land use planning, transport.ation options, and economic developrnent. As 

BOLD strategies thattaxpayers a¡d voters this is what we expect, Sr-n4rt, lg¡-rg te]'m , 
preserve ¿rncl enhance the quaìity of life for the colnmorl gooel. 

I am opposecl to the siting of Right 2 Dream or any terìt community ANYWIìERE in our City 

because I cannot reco¡cile, in any way, that tented rest areas align with the City's or the 

regio¡'s values and goals, nor what we as inclivicluals believe qualifies as a solution trl the 
problem of homelessness. I fincl it reprehensibìe that the City Council could encotlrafle, 
would in fact apportion our tax clollars to support tent commtrnities' Is this the best our 
community can do? 

It is disappointing that in a City l<nown f,or process, civic engagement, and creativity, we are 

here today in a confrontational, divisive atmosphere because communication was 

intentionålly closed. How different this might have been had all parties been invited to 
come to the table in Acìvançç to share our experiences, our perspectives, our neecìs, and -
rnost importantly, to coll¿lborate on sustainable solutions for humatle shelter. This has 

been a missed opportunity. 

Fortunal.ely it is not too late for you to exercise leadershi¡r ancl give tirne for creative mincìs 

to work this out in ¿r mannel- that reflects Portland's reputation for progressive s^olutions, 

ancl that coulcl even serve as a model for other municipalities. 

I respectf'ully asl< you to vote no cln the resolution introduceci by Commissioner þ'ritz. 
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From: 
To: mavorhales@portlandoreqon. qov 
Date: Tue, 1 Oct 2013 09:23:26 -0700 

Mayor Hales, 
This is my second letter to you...what is going on Charles? 
How is it that Amanda Fritz can push the R2D2 camp upon the residents of the 
Pearl, specifically the residents of Station Place Tower witout following any of our 
laws? According to her we have no rights as to who moves ¡nto our neighborhood. 
And we have no way to stop what she has stafted. This will happen according to 
her! When did we lose our rights as citizens of Portland and America? When did 
she decide that we were not good neighbors? It sounds like the city council 
meeting is another waste of our time. 6 hours to discuss what is going to happen 
rather than listening to all our concerns then doing what you want to do anyway. 
The longer this goes on the more upset our people are becoming on both sides of 
the issue. We see how the campers have been catered to at City Hall all 
summer...allowed to do most anything...the business' have suffered 
tremendously, taxpayer money spent, and they have a right to camp there just 
because they have a sign to protest. 

This is not an apartment building being constructed to invite 100 plus new people 
into the neighborhood. This is a homeless camp with all the problems that come 
with homelessness that we are according to her to be good neighbors. You can 
change all the words to be politically correct, you can side step all the codes, 
laws, permits, zones but something is not right here deep in city management. 
Why is it so wrong for the camp to stay where it is? Two wrongs don't make it 
right! And if it cannot remain on the site is has "flurished" according to her and 
have been good neighbors to China Town why in the name of God would you 
subject homeless people to move once again to a place where living in tents here 
in Poftland where it rains and is freezing in the winter under a drafty, cold, filthy, 
disease ridden, pigeon, polluted bridge? They will still need warming centers soon 
to house them from freezing! They will seek warm places to live during the colder 
months. Why not house them if they are good neighbors? Take one of your empty 
buildings or construct a new one! With all the money that the city is spendlng for 
relocation of the camp, attorney fees, council meetings, police protection, security 
for our new neighbors and us, health issues that are going to arise that will cost 
the tax payer even more money...give them a building or let them build like 
Dignity Village if they do not want to live lndoors and let them if they are such 
good neighbors take care of the building with their own management. 

Yes, we are upsetthatthis is happening...¡t is not good for R2D2 and it is not 
good for us apparently it is good forAmanda Fritz...I say what is good for her is 
recall! 

No I don't want a camp under my window! I moved here because it was better 
than living at SW 4th and Oak where all the drug activity is. I am disabled and do 
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From: 
To: 
Date: Fri, 13 Sep 201311:52:54 -0700 
Subject: Station Place ïower Right 2 Dream Too Camp 
Bcc: 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Ty pe : mu ltiparUa ltern ative ; bou nda ry=---J N P-000 2cBc.37 7 b. 4 52d 

Dear Mayor Hales and Comm¡ss¡oners,  
I am wr¡tlng as a concerned resident of Station Place Tower. I apologize ¡n  
advance that I am not very articulate but passionate about what is taking  
place. I have a heartforthe homeless as do all of you...and have written  
several times to Commissioner Amanda Fritz but I see that there is  
something so very wrong about what is taking place here with R2D2 move to  
the Lovejoy Parking lot. You have not heard from many people because this  
has all been done behind closed doors.  

How is it that Commissioner Amanda Fitz can by pass and change all the 
written laws, violate codes, precepts, and the rights of the people not only at  
Station Place Tower where I reside but also all the design codes of the Pearl  
Neighborhood without due process and lack of public process to advocate for  
a camp "rest area" in our parking lot assigned to us not more than a few feet  
from our building. She took it away from our building's use. There is a Title  
granted to us from American Title. I do not know how this happened. Do  
you?  

Fritz said she would not talk to the media or the neighborhood until 
the lawsuit was settled. This has all been done 
underhandly, ignoring our written laws. She has not met with anyone prior to 
making all these decisions that effect all of us except perhaps the board of 
RZDZ, lawyers, judge and is giving them what they want. After the 
settlement She finally met with SPT residents in a closed meeting. And all 
she could offer was the lawsuit is settled, the deal is done! We have to be 
good neighbors to R2D2 because R2Ð2 will be moving in ; when she herself 
has not been a good neighbor but a crafty politician. She has redefined all 
words to be politically correct..."rest area" Pilot project" "good neighbors" 
Who are we kidding? 

What made Amanda Fritz "settle" in a lawsuit by the city she should have  
won against lawbreakers? Why has not the homeless camp been told they  
must leave according to the law, lack of permits, lack of zoning, fines not  
paid, etc. Why is Michael Wright not in jail for breaking the law? We are held  
accountable to our laws.,. why these law breakers? They were given a pardon  
to do as they please! Nothing to prevent future misbehavior.  
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l,aura (ìrif'lìths 
Livc in PortlaneJ f'or I0 yenrs 
I've rcsielee1 at Station Plaee 'l'ower, 9thAve" &. Lovejoy fbr 3 yeetrs 

I am rncntally ill and pormancntly disabled. 14 years-ago I was ciiagnoscd with 
[]ipolar: 1 DisoreJer and treatment resistant depr"ession. I was unatrlc to continuc nry 
carccr as er l{egister"ed Nurse in Pcdiatric Oncology; I hacl to rctirc aflcr I ycars as ir 
tiS Arrny Nursc attached to the 323"1 Combat Support I lospital in l)etroit, MI, ¿rncl I 

h¿rcl to withdraw fì"onr the 6th marathon I was schedulecl to wall< fbr thc Lcul<cnri¿t 
Socicty ol'America. 23 years of-marriage endcd soon after thc cliagnosis. 

It is estimated that 30 percent ol'homeless individuals suf lcr fiom mcntal illncss! 
Without the support ol'my fàmily and adequate treatment by psychi¿rtric spccialists 
I coLrld bc homelcss, incarccrated, or dead" 

'l'hc mental illnesses most prevalent among the homeless are schizophrctria, Ilipolerr 
I)isorder", and severe PTSD (post traumatic stress disor"rlcrI A scilizophrcnic, nr)t orr 
nlcdication, may hear voices telling him to attacl< the woman across thc strcct 
lrcfÌlrc she harms him. 'I'he soldier who l'ought in Vietnam may belicvc that thc 
street"'car rumbling over head is the sound of incoming artillery ancl bcgin clcf'cnciing 
his bulclilies that aren't there. Irinally, a bipolar pcrson wlro thinl<s they can I'ly 
miglrt lìy olÏtl're l-ovejoy ramp. lt is naïve forthe leadcr of'lì2d2 to belicvc thaf. hc 

t ..p peace uncler a bridgó ncxt to the Ilucl Clarl< Cclmmons. 'l'lrc two or.u, Lffi...*o,"..yill 
a¡ltrrlcs and orangcs.  ;,- r..;t- 1¡: l¡. . ' 

Illacing the l{ight 2 f)ream 'l'oo non-prof ît busincss undcr the Lovc-joy ranip is 
sr-lbjecting two vulnerable groups, the homeless campers and thc resiclcnls cl{'Station 
Pl¿rce '['ower, to the worst possible of situations. 

I waitcd 4 years for the call noti$iing nre that I had an apartnlent at SP'l'. I wantceJ 
so badly to live in this building because it is beautiful, 'grcen', alrcl it w¿ts ¿r safì: 
area ol'Portland. ì\ow, walking to the Anrtrack or Max platfÌlr"m is clauntirrg.'l'hc 
Station Place'l'ower community no longer feels safi: and I challenge thc city 
commissioners to wall< from our building to the Max on any day of'thc wcck ancJ 

cxperience l'or then-rselves our plight. 



my nome ls ijsrbors Weerih onci I i¡ve oî Sisi¡onPioce iower 
nportmenis. Siot¡on risce rs o sentor bu¡icilng oÍ i¡o unlis ror peopie 
w¡ih tncomes beiow ihe meciron. mony oi us irvrng here hqve phystcoi 
snsior menîoi qrsqb¡irires whrch mokes cioy to cioy irvtng o chaiienge ona 
s neea tor ssieÍy onci secunÌy o necessrty. most oi us chose ¡tatlon 
yrcce oecouse or rne netqnoornooo ono we oiso wolreo rrom monrns ro 
v€r-r. s Fo tta QD|P- To mave nere. Ln eqsz vou oo noT Know, Tne DGrKlng loï 
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Elta M. Wilson 

October 3,2013 

To: Portland City Council 

Re: Encampment for Right to Dream Too on Lot7, Station Place 

As a resident and condominium owner on Lovejoy I oppose this encampment. Save our 

neighborhood with structured assistance only. 

A balanced approach that includes mental health resources, drug and alcohol treatment groups, 

shelters, and jobs for those that choose a productive path is called for. While providing 

absolutely no more free food and goodies for those who choose to slack, grab, and destroy the 

neighborhood. No enabling. Like a good parent, be strong enough to say NO when it counts. 

My condo building alone within the past month was vandalized, another time someone literally 
pooped in the yard, and several times o'recyclers" have walked 30 yards beyond the property line 

to our back parking lot looking "just for something to recycle" -- or perhaps steal would be 

more to the point. Our neighborhood is inundated with homeless looking for freebies. 

The road to hell is paved with good intentions. I believe in compassion with the requirement of 
self-discipline. 

Elta M. Wilson 
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Fnor¡r: Eric Williams [E@codiligent.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 '1:33 PM 

T"o: h/oore-Love, Karla 

Subject: Testimony for Hearing 

Attachments: Testimony for city council meeting 10 03 13.docx; ATT0000l .htm 

Attachecl please find written testimony for the hearing today at 2:00 pm. 

r0t3t20t3 

mailto:E@codiligent.com


October 3,20'1,3 

Mayor llales and 
Fortland City Council 

Re: Proposed move of homeless campground to LotT , Station Place 

Dear Mayor Hales and Councilors: 

I have been appalled by the actions of Commissioner Fritz in making a deal to move 
the Right To Dream Too homeless camp to a property in my neighborhood without 
going through the appropriate land use process, and instead relying on an 
intellectually dishonest report from the director of the Bureau of Development 
Services. 

I would strongly encourage you to vote against this move for the following reasons: 

L. Considering a homeless camp as a permitted "Community Service" use 
is intellectually dishonest. Contrary to the Bureau of Development 
Services director Paul Scarlett's letter, it is not credible that an objective, 
neutral person who is experienced in land use issues would come to the 
conclusion that a tent camp is compliant with the code, I challenge you to 
allow the city and the PDNA to hire a mutually selected land use planning 
expert and have them provÍde an interpretation, 

2. Section L4A..5O.020 of the city code prohibits camping on public land. 

3. The city's thinking is inconsistent with the city's past position on this 
issue, If a Community Service really can be defined as an outright 
permitted use that's not subject to any sort of hearing, why were there all 
the issues with the previous site's owner. Why didn't the city just say 
"Let's just approve a community service use for your site and then the 
homeless can continue camping there?" If that were the case it would 
have saved the city tremendous time and financial 
resources. Furthermore, if the city is going to declare homeless camping 
on an EX zoned property as a community service use, how can they argue 
against allowing just about any property from being used as a homeless 
camp? Is that what the city really wants? 

4. trt seems the city is bending over backwards to accommodate a group of 
B0-100 people who have been participating in an illegal activity and 
many of who pay no taxes, but is ignoring the interests and concerns 
of hundreds of law-abiding tax payers. 

Would I have purchased a condominium within two blocks of a site that I 
thought would have a chance of becoming a homeless tent camp? Would 





world who have come to see what the city has created. The city has done 
a very nice job. Yet, over the past 3-4 years we've seen a significant 
increase in loitering and pan-handling vagrants. Every time you walk by 
Deschutes Brewery, RiteAid, or Safeway there are people pan 
handling. Now the city wants to add significantly more? How will that 
alter the character and feel of the neighborhood? When walking through 
Old Town I've witnessed public urination, defecation (in process) in 
business doorways, masturbation, public sex, fights / attacks, open drug 
deals, and the usual cyazy people walking down the street shouting 
threats and obscenities. Think about this: if you are living under a dark 
bridge in a tent, are you going to want to hang out there all day? I suspect 
not. What are the closest public spaces to the new site: The Fields Park, 
Tanner Springs Park, and famison Square. I can't see how this will be a 
positive for our neighborhood, 

7. What happened to the city's intent on "Alcohol Impact Zones"? 
Commissioner Fritz seemed to be a huge proponent of restrictions on 
retailers in areas where there have been issues with indigent alcoholics. 
After trying to impose restrictions on businesses, does anyone else see 
the irony that Fritz is trying to move this homeless camp to within a half 
block of a liquor store? 

B. What about SDCs? lf there is a change in use of a vacant property in the city 
of Portland to one in which there will be people occupying it, then the 
owner of the property is required to pay Systems Development Charges 
(SDCs). I'm not sure what the rules of this are when the city owns the 
property, but if one of us private citizens wanted to start a commercial 
campground or open a homeless shelter we would be subject to paying 
outrageously high SDCs in order to do so. See: 
http ://www.portland onl ine.com/bds/index.cfm?c=3 41 B6 

9. It will likely significantly increase crime in the Pearl District. One 
comment that Commissioner Fritz made that doesn't paint an accurate 
picture of the situation is that the camp is safe because there were no 
police calls to the existingRZDZ camp within the past 12 months. While it 
may be accurate that there were no calls to incidents occurring directly 
on the RZDZ site [can this be verified?), there was a huge amount of crime 
within one block of the RZDZ site. In fact, there were 330 reported 
criminal incidents within 0.05 miles (less than l block) of the 
current RZDZ site in the past 12 months. That is L,LZZo/o more 
reported criminal incidents than within 0.05 miles of the proposed site 
under the Lovejoy Ramp. You can look up the stats yourself at the 
Portland CrimeMapper 
website: http://www.portlandmaps.com/maps/police/ 

http://www.portlandmaps.com/maps/police
www.portland


http://www.portlandoregon.gov/police/crimestats/index.cfm?&og
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Mma¡ne-[*ove, Kanla 

Frorn: Griffin-Valade, LaVonne on behalf of City Auditor Griffin-Valade 

Se¡"¡t: Thursday, October 03, 2013 12:00 PM 

To: ililoore-tove, Karla; Parsons, Susan 

Subject: FW: Alternative Recommendations to Address Portland Homelessness 

Attachments: To the Portland City CouncilWR|TTEN testimony Oct 3 20l3.docx 

From : Rick Soh n Imailto : rsohn@ umpquacoq uil le.com] 
Sent¡ Thursday, October 03, 2013 11:56 AM 
To: Hales, Mayor; Commissioner Fritz; Commissioner Fish; Novick, Steve; Commissioner SalÞman; City Auditor 
Griffin-Valade 
Cc: Scott williams Board member; Ross Lienhaft; Patricia Gardner 
Subject: Alternative Recommendations to Address Portland Homelessness 

Dear Commissioners:  
My testimony for this afternoon's hearing is attached.  
I will provide a condensed oral testimony this afternoon.  
If you have any questions after my testimony or via email, I would welcome them.  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  

Sincerely,  
Rick Sohn  

Rick Sohn 
541-430-6912 
r s o*hn@gn*pgtlaso-q]r i.Ll_ç, co rn 

t0t3t2013 



To the Portland City Council 
RE: Froposed Horneless eamp Site under the Lovejoy Street ramp of the Br.oadway Bridge 
October 3,2013 

Thank you hearing this testimony. My name is Rick Sohn. My wife and I own a Condo at LOth and 
Lovejoy, just 2 blocks away from the newly proposed Homeless camp under the Lovejoy Street ramp of 
the Broadway Bridge. We have a significant personaland financialstake in seeing Portland develop 
sound processes to address homelessness. 

While this testimony highlíghts Right 2 Dream Too, it applies to homeless camps anywhere in portland. 
Portland needs a successful Long Term Program to end homelessness. We hope that you will give 

these findings serious consideration. 

ln searching for solutions, I looked at Minneapolis/St. Paul, (which is very progressive in urban planning, 
(bicycling, the arts, and) in many ways similar to Portland, but with a 20% larger Metro area (3.3 million 
there vs 2.7 million here). 

What resources has Minnesota brought to bear to find solutions for individual homeless people and 
families?, given the diversity of challenges, unique to each person or family? Just to name a few 
programs, How has Minneapolis St Paul decreased sleeping on the streets, helped repeat offenders 
decrease their jailtime, assisted seniors, helped connect homeless people directly with beneficial 
resources,helpedbringyoungpeopleintocareersandoffthestreets,? Minnesota's goallstoend 
homelessness, one individual and family at a time. The Portland question should not be, why are the 
homeless embracing the Right 2 Dream Too strategy? They accept it because they have no better 
choice. lt is our job as a community leaders to identifu and offer alternative choices tailored to long 
term success. This is what can be learned by studying the State of Minnesota, and Minneapolis/St paul 
in particular. 

Minneapolis/St Paul Minnesota --- a case study 

Lets get started. 

The City of Minneapolis and State of Minnesota have currently embarked on an effort called "Heading 
Home Minnesota." lt is the umbrello for the statewide Business PIon, to End Long-Term 
Homelessness as well as local plans to end homelessness throughout the State. 

Heading Home Minnesota ( WWw.heAdinghomeminnesota.org ) is a coordinared stare-wide 
public-private-nonprofit partnership to eliminate barriers to stability and to end homelessness in 
Minnesota. The latest strategic business plan was released in fall2010, and builds on local plans and on 
the recently released Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness. lt puts forward a com-
prehensive set of strategies for maximizing and aligning future work on this initiative. 

Minneapolis/St Raul has been aggressively addressing homelessness for over 25 years. Five objectives 
that are at the heart of all strategies to end homelessness in Minnesota: 

' Educate, engage, collaborate 
n lncrease access to stable housing 
' Reach out to people who are homeless and at risk of homelessness 

http:WWw.heAdinghomeminnesota.org


H lmprove well-being  
' Transform the housing crisis response system  

Heading Home Hennepin Examples 

The Minneapolis/Hennepin County Proiect Homeless eonnect-- Ending 
homelessness, one person at a time. 
On May 20,2013, nearly 1000 volunteers and 500 service providers gathered to serve 
nearly 2000 guests experiencing homelessness, with a one-stop shop experience with 
services ranging from housing, employment, and nredical care to benefits, legal assistance, 
ID cards, and haircuts. The next event will be held in December 2013. To volunteer or 
learn more, please visit www.homelessconnectminneapolis.org. 

Housing for people with a historv in corrections: Frequent Users Services Enhancement lnitiative 
(FUSE) was launched in 2008 to work with high users of both the shelter and county jail to provide 
permanent supportive housing. Through the end of ZOL'J,, FUSE has worked with 100 individuals. 
Evaluations of the FUSE program show that FUSE participants reduced their use of shelter by 43 percent 
and jail by 39 percent. 

The Currie Avenue Partnership: The Currie Avenue Partnership was developed in the spring of 2010 to 
identifv and house 150 of the highest users of shelter in Minneapolis. A collective effort by Downtown 
Congregations to End Homelessness, the downtown business community, the philanthropic community, 
and concerned individuals raised $350,000 to start this program, and once running the ongoing costs are 
covered by state funding. This program housed 150 individuals in the first six months of the 
program, and additional money was raised to house an additional 40 people who sleep outdoors. 

Housing for people with health conditions: There are several initiatives in Heading Home Hennepin 
that target people experiencing homelessness with complicating chronic or severe health conditions. 
. The Hospital to Home program provides permanent supportive housing to people discharged from 

hospital settings. Patterned after a program in Ramsey County, Hennepin has a small pilot operating 
between Hearth Connection, a community nonprofit, and Hennepin County Medical Center. The pilot 
started in Fall 2011 with plans to serve four individuals and evaluate potential cost savings. 

'Catholic Charities has a pilot project with North Memorial Medical Center to provide recuperative care 
to five individuals discharged from their hospital. The pilot started in fall 2011. 

" Hennepin Health is an integrated care organization to provide health care to extremely low-income 
single adults in Hennepin County. A partnership between Hennepin County Medical Center, 
Metropolitan Health Plan, NorthPoint Health and Wellness Center, and Hennepin County Human 
Services and Public Health Department, Hennepin Health provides wrap-around social services to 
patients and works to find permanent supportive housing to patients whose housing situation negatively 
impacts their health status and results in high levels of crisis-driven services. Hennepin Health began 
operation in January 2012. 

Housing for families: Young mothers in shelter are more likely to repeat shelter stays than older  
mothers, so Heading Home Hennepin has provided focused attention to resolving this cycle.  
. St. Anne's Place, an emergency shelter provider for women and children, received a grant from the Phillips  
Foundation to provide support services to young parents age 2l and under who have experienced homelessness.  
ln 2011, the program served 23 families whose average length of stay ín shelter prior to entering the program was  
one-and-a-half months. The program works to support these families in housing and to prevent repeat shelter  
stays.  

http:www.homelessconnectminneapolis.org
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I corresponded via emailwith Mikket Beekmen ( nikKel,Ee-.ç_kmen@heneqp!n,U,S ), 
executive director of Heading Home Hennepin (www.headinghomehennepin.org). , a leading 
homeless assistance group serving the Minneapolis Metro area . Heading Home Hennepin, 
which will serve ffiore than r,6oo farnilies this year, is a joint Minneapolis-Hennepin County project 
designed to eliminate homelessness by zo16. That zorz number is nearly double the numbel of homeless 
farnilies served in zoo6, when the project was started. 

Here is our email correspondence. 

From RickSohn (rsohn@umpquacoquille.com)  
Sep 27, 2013  
to Mikkel.beckmen 

I have been reviewing the Head Home Minnesota and the Wilder Foundation websites and I have yet to  
find anywhere in your programs the setting up of a homeless camp or series of camps.  
ls there anywhere in your ending-homelessness strategy, that the public, a consortium of public and  
private partners, or a private entity, is setting up homeless camps in Minnesota? lf so, can it be done in a  
way that you feel benefits the homeless person or family?  
I live in Oregon, and many communities here are grappling with ways to address homelessness.  
Feel free to contact me.  
Thank you for any information you can provide.  

8:24 AM 
Mikkel Beckmen <Mikkel.Beckmen@hennepin.us> 9130t13. 

to me 

"Hi Rick, 
Here in our community we don't believe nor do we feel it necessary to set up camps for 
people who cannot afford housing. We do offer 24-hour shelter with 3 meals for all 
familes and disabled adults who lose their housing. ln addition we have historically had 
enough public and private shelter space for most homeless populations. Frankly the idea 
of camps for people is below our standard of care and of course in winter, not sustaining 
of life. The number of street homeless in our community is much lower than most with 
around 1"50 people sleeping outside as we have a very strong outreach presence as well 
as a shelter system that had has enough emergency shelter beds for almost 2,000 people. 
We spend around 12 million dollars in county taxes to provide shelter for famif ies and 
more for adults and youth. Shelter is a rieht in our communitv for most and we believe 
resources should be pushed into rental assistance and housing opportunities, not the 
expansion of sheNter or other temponary progran"ls. All people are housable, even those 
who use drugs and alcohol daily and who have lots of personal vulnerabilities. 

mailto:Mikkel.Beckmen@hennepin.us
mailto:rsohn@umpquacoquille.com
http:www.headinghomehennepin.org
mailto:nikKel,Ee-.�_kmen@heneqp!n,U,S
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Julia T. fibtoub@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 03, 2013 7:49 AM 
To: Commissioner Fritz 
Cc: Hales, Mayor; Commissioner Fish; Novick, Steve; Commissioner Saltzman; Moore-Love, Karla 
Subjeet: Re: Testimonial regarding Right to Dream Too Hearing 
Dear Commissioner Fritz, 

Thank you very much for your leply. With all due respect, you fail to address the majority of issues that 
I raise. Whether I wish this organization to relocate to rny neighborhood is irrelevant. In fact, I would 
argue that this organization should not exist at all. You state that more than 50 people have moved from 
the rest alea on to the work force/housing; the Iìight to Dream Too blogspot claims that they have 
helped in excess of 25,000 individuals-5O is hardly a number to be proud of. Furlhermore, you ignore
the reality that this organization does not help individuals to gain aðcess to health care, drug andãlcohol 
rehabilitation programs,and other established government prograrns. Employment is only a very small 
parl of the problem. Most of these people are unemployed because of much larger issues related to 
physical/mental health problems and substance abuse. 

Please note that my goal is the same as yours- to help a population in need, however the solution that is 
being of.ftred is one that as a Band-Aid and unlikely to f,rx any problems in the long term. 

Sincerely, 
Julia Toub 

On Wed, Oct2,2013 at 8:56 PM, Commissioner Fritz <arnanda@podaudol.ggqn. wrote: 

Dear Dr. Toub, 

Thank you for your comments. People seeking shelter at Right to Dream Too must be 
actively seeking work and/or housing. JOIN and other social services prov¡ders visit their 
current site and assist with job and housing applications. More than 50 people have gone 
from the rest area to housing, another 50+ have had or currently have jobs due to the 
stability of staying there. 

I understand that you don't want the rest area moved to your neighborhood. Thank you for 
commenting. 

Amanda 

t013l2013 

mailto:arnanda@podaudol.ggqn
mailto:fibtoub@gmail.com
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Amanda Fritz 
eeimmissioner, Çity of Portland 

The City of Portland is a fragrance free workplace. To help me and others be able to 
breathe, please avoid using added fragrances when visiting City offices. 

To help ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City of Portland 
will reasonably modifu policies/procedures and provide auxiliary aids/services to persons 
with disabilities. Call 5Q,3:823-2036, TTY 503_823-0_9_68 with such requests or visit 
http ://www. portlandon line.com/ADA Forms 

From: Julia T. fmailto:jbtoub@q¡naiLçarnl 
Sent¡ Wednesday, October 02, Z0I3 6:13 PM 
To: Hales, Mayor; Commissioner Fritz¡ Commissioner Fish; Novick, Steve; Commissioner Saltzman; Moore-
Love, Karla 
Subject: Testimonial regarding Right to Dream Too Hearing 

Dear Commisioners, 

Please include the attached testimonial with other submitted for the Right to Dream Too City Council 
hearing set for 1013. I am very sorry that I will be unable to attend the rneeting in person. Iam cutting 
and pasting the text below, in case the attachment does not open for you. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Julia Toub 

October 2,2013 

Dear Commissioner, 

My narne is Julia Toub and I moved to Portland about 3 years ago to begin my career as 
neurologist. Prior to my relocation, I spent a great deal of time researching various neighborhoods to 
see which one would best suit my needs. I sought a clean, safe neighborhood where I would have the 
opportunity to live among other young proftssionals. An environment where I would not feel 
vulnerable walking the streets alone was of utmost importance. Though the cost of living (both real 
estate and services) in the Pearl District was high, I felt that the price was justified by the security I 
would have living within this neighborhood. 

t0/3/20t3 
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Although l have cledicated my life towards caring for patients, many of which are destitute, 
irnpoverished, homeless, and are in need of assistance, I am very much opposed to moving the Right 
to Dream Too location beneath the Broadway lìridge. Foremost, atarp set up as a camp beneath a 
bridge is hardly an appropriate shelter for human beings- it is demeaning, inhumane, and an 
objectionable solution to a rnuch larger problem. Stray animals are provided with rnore hospitable 
shelter! Living conditions are unsanitary, undoubtedly contaminated by animal excrement and 
garbage. A large percentage of these individuals lack basic healthcare; many of thern have not 
received routine immunizatious and as such, gathering these individuals into close living quafters is a 
public health hazard. 

Right to Dream Too is a deceptive organization, with claims that have little statistical basis. 
Although they allege to have made a elifference in the lives of many, a frw simple calculations using 
numbers posted on their blog indicate that measurable improvement was made in less than 0.5% of 
program participants. This number seems more likely attributed to pure chance! Contrary to Right to 
Dream Too, legulated government programs have pl'oven ef'ficacy, with numbers rooted in strong 
statistical evidence. 

Shelter alone is not a solution for this complex problem. Many participants live there by 
choice, having been turned away fi'om shelters that rightfully turn down substance users who are not 
enrolled in rehab programs. Right to Dream Too has no screening programs to ensure inhabitants are 
not continuing to actively use drugs and alcohol outside its gates. By providing a "safu-haven" for 
individuals who are unwilling to commit to programs that help them to become clean and sober, Right 
to Dream Too furlher facilitates substance abuse and engagernent in illicit activities. As such, I fear 
this camp will become a magnet for persons who make poor life choices- those who refuse services 
and programs which are already in place to help them, thereby magnifying Poftland's already troubled 
socioeconomic problems. 

Right to Dream Too does not in any way help the homeless to gain access to the resources that 
they desperately need. Unlike established shelters which have programs for helping individuals to 
access Medicaid, drug and alcohol rehab, healthcare resources, mental health supporl, etc., Right to 
Dream Too is a dead end. It is a prograrn that invites troubled individuals into our community without 
any accessibility to well-established government programs. 

For the reasons above, I urge you to reconsider the motion to move Right to Dream Too to a 
new location beneath the Broadway Bridge. I very much wanted to participate in the public hearing 
scheduled for l0l3ll3 however my full patient schedule made it impossible fbr me to attend. Thank 
you very much for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Julia B Toub, MD 

10/3t20t3 
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continuing to actively use drugs and alcohol outside its gates. By providing a "safè-haven" for 
individuals who are unwilling to commit to prograrns that help them to beeome clean and sober, Right to 
Drcam Too further facilitates substance abuse and engagement in illicit activities. As such, I fuar this 
camp will becorne a magnet for persons who make poor life choices- those who rcfuse sei'vices and 
programs which are already in place to help tlrem, thereby magnifying Portland's already troubled 
socioeconomic problems. 

Right to Dream Too does not in any way help the homeless to gain access to the resources that 
they desperately need. Unlike established shelters which have programs for helping individuals to 
acc€ss Medicaid, drug and alcohol rehab, healthcare resouroes, mental health supporl, etc., Right to 
Dream Too is a dead end. It is a program that inviæs troubled individuals into our community without 
any accessibility to well-established government programs. 

For the reasons above, I urge you to reconsidel the rnotion to move Right to Dream Too to a n€w 
location beneath the Broadway Bridge. I very much wanted to parlicipate in the public hearing 
scheduled for 10/3/13 however my full patient schedule made it impossible for rne to attend. Thank you 
very much for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Julia B Toub, MD 

t0l3l2013 



Mosre-l-ove, Karla 

From: Scott Rice [donscotti@gmail.com] Sent: Wednesday, October 02,201311:06 AMTo: Moore-Love, KarlaSubject: Testimony to City Council re Right 2 Dream Too 

Attachments: Testimony to City Council.pdf 

Testimony to City 
Council.pdf ... 

Dear Ms. Moore-Love, 

In case I may not be able to testify at tomorrows Council Meeting regard¡ng Right 2 Dream Too, I would like 
to submit the atlached written testimony. 

Thank you, 
Scott Rice 

mailto:donscotti@gmail.com


Dear Mr. Mayor, Commlssioner Fritz, and fellow members of City Council, 
10t z 2013 

I commend you on moving the issue of Right 2 Dream Too towards a posi ve conclusion. 
Having read the BDS report by Mr" Scarle , I encourage you to whole heartedly 
approve his ndings and the Resolu on before you today. 

Even before reading the BDS ndings, I planned to speak of R2D2 in terms of a 

Community Center. For several well documented reasons, there is a por on of our 
homeless popula on who choose to remain out doors. They form small communi es 
under our bridges, in doorways, in parks, or along the river. A res ng center like R2D2 
can become a true Community Center for this popula on, providing a safe place to 
sleep, safety of belongings, an address, etc., all important rst steps if one is to ever 
move beyond homelessness. 

Ci zen involvement is at the core of every Community Center. R2D2 is no di erent. lt 
gives people living on the streets an opportunity to become involved in improving the 
lives of the people around them. Par cipa on in a self governing communitywill build 
self esteem and combat isola on in those res ng there, no di erent than the posi ve 
outcomes for those involved in Senior Centers all across our city" 

I have volunteered at several places such as Blanchet House and Potluck in the Park over 
the past 1-0 years. I am always moved by the number of guests who turn into regular 
volunteers. We should never stereotype and assume that because a person is homeless 
or chooses to live outdoors, they do not have something to o er their fellow man and 
their community. 

I assure you that by giving R2D2 a legal space and framework to exist, they will take 
their place among the many Community Centers facilita ng posi ve outcomes for 
Portland ci zens, one person at a me. And at li le or no cost to the city. 

Thank you, 

Sco Rice 

SW Portland 
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Moone-Love, Karla 

Ërom: Michele Goodman [michele.goodman@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 01 , 2013 5:28 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Subject: Submission: written testimony for City Council meeting on 1Ol3 at2pm 
Attachments: Michele Goodman R2D2 Testimony.pdf 
Hi Karla, 

z\ttached is written testimony that I would like the Commissioners to consider as part of the hearing 
regarding the relocation of the Right 2 Dream Too group. Please let me know if you need anything- else 
t'om me. 

Thanks in advance, 

Michele Goodman 
1001 NW Lovejoy Street, #1510 
Portland, OR 97209 

r0t2t20r3 

mailto:michele.goodman@gmail.com


My name is Michele Goodman. I am the executive director of a farnily founclation 
that ural<es grants to non-pr"ofits in the health and human services area in 
Portland. In addition, I have served on the board of Metropolitan Family Service, a 
nonprofit tltat provicles social and community services, I have researched Right 2 
Dream Too (R2D2) and from my perspective I consider them a fringe 
organization. A quick search in Charity Navigator arrd Guidestar proved that they do 
not have a tax-id, also known as an EIN, which means that they are not required to 
act as responsibly as other community service agencies in Portland and foundations 
will not fund organizations that are not registered. 

RZDZ states that their "model works" and I argue that their "model" does not work, 

RZDZ published data [posted fuly gth, 2013) on rheir own blogspot ar 
http ://right2 d reamtoo.blogspot. com, 

RZDZ has served since October 2011,- 25,000 people 
49 peo¡rle found housing - my calculation shows that's .2o/o of those they served 
55 people found jobs - rny calculation shows that's .2% of those they served 
48 people maintained housing - my calculation shows that's .2o/o of those they 
served 
53 people maiutained a joh - my calculation slrows that's .2% of those they served 
5 people were enrolled in school - my calculation shows that's .02o/o of those they 
served 

This is not a model that works and these are not results to be proud of, I do not 
know of any local foundation that would consider funding an organization with 
these results so I am at a loss in understanding why the City of Portland is working 
so hard to relocate this group when there are so many other great comrnunity 
service organizations that show real results, use public & private money 
responsibly, and provide dignified housing to the homeless. RZDZ are pawns of the 
city and we all know what I am referring to here. lt is rny opinion that R2D2 is part 
of the problern and not part of any solution. Our efforts should be spent working on 
permanent solutions for the homeless and supporting real organizations that have 
proven results, of which there are many in this City. I strongly encourage the 
Cotnmissioners to vote against approving R2D2's move to this new location in the 
Pearl and to start focusing more of their energy and funding on conìmunity service 
organizations that provide results and real housing, not in tents, so that our 
homeless can lead a more dignified life. 

Sincerely, 

Michele Goodman 
mi chele.go o drnan @ gmail.com 
1001 NW Lovejoy Street, #151_0 
Portland, OR 97209 

http:gmail.com
http:chele.go
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October 1,2013 

Charlie Hales, Mayor Steve Novick, Commissioner 

Amanda Ëritz, Çommissioner Dan Saltzman, eommissioner 
e- m a i I : i:j iïs ii.d"fü#s-r.i"ll#"i:jü.,ãÏ,iì-{}jj. lj,t:f. e - m a i I : ifi¡:-içiit*i-i*:.1:d*sü:i,íi-åL!ti 

Nick Fish, Commissioner 
e-mail:*i:ç"rJ'c.¡l*.:1.f,1"ät:*$S"g$"lltj"üJ-

RE: Right 2 Dream Too Homeless Camp 

Dear Mayor l*lales and Çity eouncil Members 

lf your goal is to destroy the eitizens' faith in the integrity and competence of their Çity 
government, you are sueceeding. 

I am a resident of the Pearl District and Chair of the Owner$'Association for Park Place 
Condominìums in the Fearl" I am writing to ask you to quit this cjivisive and slipshod plan 
to relocate Right 2 Dreams Too's horneless enÇampment to the Pearl District. 

Let's first be clear what this controversy is about. lt is not truly about helping the 
homeless. Rather, it is about settling a lawsuit and pursuing a settlement that was 
hastily devised and ill-consideree|^ lt starts with a sex shnp * üindy's * located next to 
the Çhina gate, a revered City landmark. Former Çommissioner Randy Leonard did 
not like the sex shop. So he tore it down. Apparenfly out of spite, the properiy owner 
decided to permit a homeless camp to be established on the now vacant site. ln the 
eyes of the City, the camp wâs no better than the oex shop. Former Mayor Adams 
and eclmmissioner Saltzman encouraged business owner$ to register complaints, and 
said that the City would take action, which is exaetly what oecurred. The Çity fined 
the property CIwner ferr having an "illegal" offmp and for nnt applying fnr and ohtaining 
required City permits. A lawsuit ensued. 

After two years of litigation, the e ity decided to give up the fight <lver fines. Hut it did 
not have the political will to shut düwn the camp or, better yæt, to simply transition the 
oamp oecupants out eif the eamp, through the services of Bud Clark Cclmmons or other 
re$ouree$, until the Çåmp wäs no longer needed. Instead, without seekinç any input 
fram affeeted stakeholders, Çelmmissioner Frilz dceided she would just mov* the Right 
2 Dream Too camp tn City-owned property located underneath the Lovejoy ramp to the 
ffiroadway Bridge in the Fearl ñistrict. 

Predictably, the residential and cnmmercial properly owners of thc Psarl District raised 
objections r:ver both the lack of process, the legality of the proposal and the wisdom of 
this decicion. Now we have a fe¡rmal report and purpofted confirmatíon of the zoning 
r*quirements from the Directcr of the Oity's &ureau of Develaprnent Senvlces (the 



"Direetor's Report"). ln a leap through the looking glass, the {f,¡rector's Repoffi eoncludes 
that the homeless cåmp is permitted as of right as a "tümmunity $ervice" under the 
Pnrtland Zoning eode, principally because the camp is so ephemeral and prmvides 
so little to achieve the legal requirements of hnbitability that it cannnt [:e considered a 
structure. Because nothing new will be constructed, there is nothing, in the view of the 
Director, to consider for design review purposes. These are extraq¡rdinary conçlusions, 
and are reached only hy stretching the language of the eclde heyond credulity. 

It is evident reading the Director's Repoú as a whole that it is biased ancl is intended to 
reach a desired result. On top of being disingenuous, it is ironic that it is this very $ame 
Direetor who determineel that the existing Right 2 Dream Too namp required permits 
and was illegal and should be Tined without them - further evidence of the Director's 
bias. There is a clear conflict of interest, because moving the carnp is now an essential 
elemeni (perhaps even a enntraetual requirement) eif the City's nbjeetive to settle the 
lawsuit. Although I do not have access to the settlement agreement, it would surprise 
me if it did not contain a release of claims against the City for having torn down the sex 
shop. The Direetor's Report is tainted by this conflict and his reeommendation should be 
rejeeted for that rea$on alone. 

Aside from the bias, the Directerr's Report is inherently flawed in many respects. 

First and foremost, the Director's Report only addresses the effects of the Zoning üode, 
Title 33 of the Pc¡rtland City Code. Othe¡" portions of the Portland Çity Code apply as 
well. 

Title 24 provides for Building Regulations and establishes minimum building standards 
for all structures in the eity. ln this regard, Title 24 has its own, all inclusive definition of 
"$tructure": 

24..15"900 $tnuctune. A structure is that which is built or ccnstructed, an edifice 
or building of any kind, or any piece or work artificially built up or composed of 
parts joinecl together in sc¡me elefinite mãnner. 

The proposed use of the Lovejoy ramp and parking lot includes both the constructed 
edifice of the ramp to provide shelter, as well as the erection of tents and other 
composed parts beneath the ramp for living purposes. Published photns of the existing 
cãmp show that pallet foundations have been constructed to keep the ients off the 
ground, and there are community tents and a newly constructed community room on 
site. The new camp will similariy be a "$tructure" for purposes of ïitle 24 and iherefore, 
to be considered legal, it must cr:nform tei all of the fire and life safety protections and 
habitability requirements cf the Building Regulations. The facility should and must 
hnve wallc. lt shCIuld and must have plumhing and heating ænd eomply with seismie 
requirements. lt must be designed and eonstructed to meet all habitaiion requirements 
of residential uses under the Code. 

Title 29 erf the Poftland City Çode provides Froperty lMaintenance $ianelards for all 
properties in the Çity. lt contains the same elefinitic¡n of "strueture" äË i$ founel in title 24. 
Additionally, Title 29 clearly provides that it is illegal ter inhabit tents for residential use. 
Section 29.5CI.050 proseribes illegal residential occupaneies and provides. 



ä9"$t"0$t !flflegafl Resådenttal Oeeupamey" When a property has an illegal 
resirlential occupancy, including but nat limited to occupancv of tents, rampers, 
motor homes, recreational vehicles, ar rsther structures or spâÕes not intended 
far pormanenf resldelttia! use or occupancy of spaces constructed or converted 
without permit, the use shall be abated or the structure brought into compliance 
wiih the present regulatierns for a building of the sfrme CIÇcupanüy. 

Not only does this Çode section further support the conclusion that tents are structures 
(and therefore must comply with all requirements applicable to struetures), it also clearly 
states that temporãry oecupaney of tents for residential purpose$ is illegal, whether the 
tents are structures or simply oecupied "spãces." 

Clearly, this proposed temporury cämp is iiiegal ancJ, if estahilishecl, it "shall be abatecl." 

I could end the discussion there, but the Director's Report is flawed in other significant 
respects. 

First, eeinsicler the logical extension of the Director's Repod. The Director's Repod 
eoneludes that any temporary Community $ervìce is alloweci outright, and, ðs long as 
the service provided is so minimal as to not inclucJe the occupancy of a strueture, it witl 
not be considered and subject to the requirements of Shoft Term Living or Mass Shelter 
uses uncler the Zoning Çode and does not require år?y approval or perrnit from the Çity 
whatsoever. The most apparent extension of this logic is that, if this use is permitted 
in the Ëmployment and lndustrial zones, it is also permitted in the Commercial zone$, 
including where the eamp is eurrently located. tommunity $ervices are allclwed as of 
right in the Commercial zones as long as they do not involve Short ïerm Living or ã 
Mass $helter. PCC 33,130.100F.S, As a result, based on the Direetor's reasoning, the 
Right 2 Dream Too camp would be perfectly legal where it currently is located and does 
not need any City permits to continue in place. lt can stay right where it is. lnterestingly, 
this also mean$ that the City was wrong to have fined Right 2 Dream Too and the 
property owner in the first place, they in turn were right to sue the City, and the City 
would have and sheruld have lost the lawsuit. Maybe the City wås wrÕng fo have torn 
down the sex shop as well and should be held liable for destruction of private property * 
but the City undoubtedly received a release in the settlenrent agreement for that rush to 
judgment. 

îhe Director eonveniently distinguishes the camp from $hort Term Living cr Mass 
$helter uses by calling the camp an "overnight rest area" and noting that it prelvides 
oÇcupärìcy of "one day or more" aneJ has no ce¡nstructecJ "struciure^" ln truth, the eãmp 
is the place of residence for the popufation it serves, and there is no requirement that 
its residents eannot eontinue oÇoupenÇy for more than s month. The camp furthermore 
elnes ineeirporate the structure of the bridge ramp to prnvide shelter. The location 
was seleeted precisely for this sheltering feature. lf the zoning code is going to be 
interpreted, its use of the term structure should be consistent with thæ definitions fsund in 
Title 24 and 29. The camp is a structure for purposes of Title 33 and deies provide Sh<lrt 
Term Living; it is a Mass Shelter. 

The Direetor's Repart also fails tc¡ cansider that Community $ervieÐ6 åra "lnstitutional" 
uses. PPC 33.920. lnstitutions, by their nature, are permånent and long standing, as 
is shclwn by the examples of the varierus uses that are considered institutional uses 
undcr the er:dm. The üity and R2DTmn have re¡rresented thst the e:ainp will exist fnr nr: 



more thån üne yeâr. lt defies all logic to say that this temp*rary, one-yeâr camp is an 
institutional use, unless the Çity's true goal is to turn the camp into an instituticn. The 
Pearl District neighborhood rightly fears that is the unstatec{ agenda. Why should we 
believe that eommissioner Fritz is telling us the truth when she has been hi<tring the ball 
all along? Whether it is an agenda or not, we ãre justified in concluding that, if the üity 
does not have the political will to end the encarïpment where it eurrently is located, it 
will not have the will fo end it when the eity has actively aicle<1 and supported the eamp'$ 
move to the City's own property. 

The eity knows how to provide services to the homeless ín an institutional setting. Bud 
Clark e ommons is the example and the epitome of this effort. At a eost of $47 milliein 
and wìth a "Platinum" LËHD certification, the tity has created the gold (or platinum) 
standard for horneless shelters, financed and made possible by the tax base of the Pearl 
District. ln doing so, the ÇiÎy involved all stakeholejers, including the neighborhooej, and 
vetted the project in every way and at all levels. lt complied with the zoning code and 
clesign review requirements, and it eomplied with the building code. lt engaged the 
city's most experienced hr:meless and affordable housing service providers * Home 
FÕnruard, Central City Çoncern and Transition Projects * in the creation and operation of 
the center. 

That is not to say that there is no room for others or that Right 2 Dream Tc"ler does 
not do good work. However, we know little about Right 2 Dream Too. lts filìngs with 
the Attorney General show that it has no funding whatsoever * zero revenues, xero 
assets. The R2Dïoo homeless camp is proposed to be constructed at nearly no cost, 
ãs eompared to the $47 million spent tr creaie ffiud Çlark Commons, yet both operations 
will house nearly the same number of people. The RZDToCI camp will be infinitely 
more diffic¡"rlt to manage * it will have no running water, it will have no showers or 
h¡athroom facilities other than portable toilets, it will have no heat or electricíty, it wtll have 
no åsåurances of sanitation, it will have no requrred security. lt will have no security 
whatsoever, because it will have no walls, doors or windows. lt will be operated by an 
organization that has no employees and no assets, that undoubtedly has no insurance to 
pay claims of persons who may be injured or harmed at the site or by its eiecupants, and 
that has no history other than operating the existing cämp that the City spent two yearo 
trying to shut down as illegal, 

l\floreover, as the Direetor's Repod points out, the caffìp will have no requirernents for 
admission or occupancy. lt will be open to anyone. The eity of Portland has a large 
population of chronieally homeless inclividuals living outside * larger than most cities of 
its size or oven larger eities. Now is not tho time te¡ examine the reasons for that, but 
Porlland also has a large and swelling population of younger maraudinE street people, 
who travel in packs, hang out on the sidewalks and live on the streets by choice. They 
are panhandlers and engase in various forms of aggressive and intimidating, not to 
mention violent, behavior. l-he Mayclr and other Couneil members ére on reeorel as 
recognizing the need to eliminate this freeloacling, street population from ourcity. The 
Aregonian just last week commended the lVayor for this effort. Yet what is to keep this 
group freim taking nver ihe RZDToo eamp? What is to prevent them from formirrg their 
own non-profit organization, staffing it within their own population as "vnlunteers" and 
establishing camp$ anywhere they can find land in the eommercial or ümployment/ 
lnelustrial zones without having to <lbtain any permission or approval from the City? 
Aceclrding to the Director's Report, all of this would be allowed. 



Çomrnissioner Ëritz's hasty and ill-conceived plan to fCIrce this cämp on the Fearl 
District is not the way to address homelessness in the city. The Director's Repor"t is 
a disingenuous about faee. The path that Çnmmissioner Fritz has pursued not only 
violates the üity ende nnd land use requirements, it violates the high standards that 
Fofiland has for establishing and irnplementing public policy, and it violates the public 
trust i:y being conceived ancJ rammed threrugh behind closed doors and without public 
involvement err ceinsicJeratiern eif the long-term and collateral effects erf the act¡on. 

Eased on the Director's analysis, ð cåmp would be permissible in äny rommercialzone, 
and even in a residential neighborhood as a eonditional use. As an alternative, the City 
could ask its workers to walk to work or ride a bike or take pLrblie transportation and turn 
the parking gårãge of The Fortland Building over to RZDToo. I was going to suggest 
that, if Commissioner Fritz is so enamored with the idea, she can put the rämp literally 
in her own baek yard, and we can see if she has the persr-rasive skills ta convince even 
her own neighbors to allow it to exist in their neighborhood. But even she has alreacly 
admitted that she does not want it in her neighborhood and would fight to prevent it from 
being located there. So let's be honest. No one is going to want a homeless Çãmp 
estalolished in their neighborhclod. lt's not because we don't care about the homeless; 
it's beeause we do care about erur neighborhoods. What ilnmmisçioner Fritz has done 
is take a eity-wide issue of people living on the streets and moved it to ancl corralled it in 
the Pearl District, sei that it will now be just the problem of the Pearl District. The rest of 
the community need not be concerned because it will not be in their neighborhood, the 
Chinese eommunity can have their gate (free of both the eamp and the sex shop), and 
the City can move the camp off its main thoroughfare and resolve a messy little lawsuit. 

This is not the way to create policy or establish long-term solutions. lt is not the way 
to run a respected and responsible city government. The entire procÊ$s to date has 
lacked openness, truthfulness and integrity. The Pearl District Neighborhood does not 
pretend to have right or power to "forbid" this action, as Commissioner Frítz claims. 
What we want is for the camp to be subjected to the legitimate and true standards and 
requirements of the City Code, as is the case for all developments and land uses. You 
should ef isapprove this plan and go back to the drawing boarej. 

$incerely yours, 

David A" Lokting 

David A. Lokting 


