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INVESTING IN ORTGON'S ]UrUR[,

Sept.18, 2013 

Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber Testimony 
To Portland City Council 

RE: Oregon Convention Hotel 

Mayor Hales and City Commissioners 

The Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber (Hispanic Chamber) supports the construction of the proposed 
Oregon Convention Hotel. 

This project leverages private development with low-cost financing to: 
- create jobs 
- boost the state's tourism industry and 
- enhance the regional economy 

Nearly 3,000 jobs are expected to be created in the construction and hospitality industries and an 
estimated $11 million in state and localtaxes will be generated each year. 

Latinos are highly represented as workers in both 
- the construct¡on industry and 
- the hospitality industry. 

Therefore, we see this as a very ¡mportant project for our community. 

ln addition, this project will stimulate other investments in the area. 

The Hispanic Chamber knows from personal experience how important this hotel can be for our total 
community. 

We tried to recruit the U.S. Hispanic Chamber, in Washington D.C. to bring their national convention 
to Portland. 

They dismissed this idea since we did not have a convention hotel adjacent to the Oregon Convention 
Center. 

The Oregon Convention Hotel project will: 
- protect our past investments 
- improve the livability of our city's central core and 
- create good jobs now and in the future. 

We urge the City of Portland to support this important project. 
Thank you 
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Pacific Northwest Regional Council of Carpenters 

i\llìliurul wirlr
 
Uttitt'tl llnúlterltr¡tul of (.'ur¡tutlt'r's uttd .loiners of tltrrL,r'ictt
 

1636 East Burnside Portland, OR97214
 
Phone: 503.261.1862 . TollFree; 800.974.9052 . Fax: 503.261.0893
 

September 18. 2013 

Dear Mayor & Council Members: 

The Pacific Nofthwest lìegional Council of Carpenters which represents 6 states tlrroughout the 
Northwest - Washington, Oregon. Idaho^ Montana, Wyouring and Alaska, ancl nearly 17,000 working 
men ancl women in Waslrington and Oregon alone believe it is econornically and socially imperative that 
tlte Metro Council, City of Porlland, Multnornah County, and the Portlancl Development Comnrission 
work together to see the lìeadquarters Flotel Project nloves ftrrwarcl. 

The Pacific NW Regional Council of Carpenters has invested a lot of time and effort into seeing that this 
hotel is built. Our interests are in the job creation ancl the positive economic irnpact this project coulcl 
have on our region. Not only will this hotel bring hundreds of good family wage construction jobs cluring 
this econotnic downturn in the construction industry, but also thousands of jobs post-cornpletiorr. 
Obvious jobs include the hotel staff. However with a Headquarters Hotel, Poftland's tracleshow market 
will see increases also wlrich will boost sales at local restaurants, nightclubs, ancl tourism sites. 
Ftlftlrennore. the workforce neeclecl to install these larger shows will be another boost, providing even 
more decent, blue-collar jobs. 

It is widely known that Portland is not a destination for largel tracleshows, conventions, and conferences 
and this is prirnarily due to the lack of'a hotel connectecl to our Convention Center. These tradeshows and 
confèreuces will still happen if we choose not to move forwarcl with this project--they willjust happen irr 
Seattle, or San F'rancisco. Portland neecls to make the srnart choice, and reap the benefìts brought on frorn 
increases in tradeshow traflìc. 

Building this hotel will be an immediate boost to the construction industry. and a sustaining boost to our 
city's economy and to local business. For these reasons the Pacific NW Regional Council of Cìarpenters 
urges yot¡ to tnove forward with building this hotel, and all imporlant aspects needed to trove forward 
such as the VFGIA (Visitors Facilities Intergovernmental Agreement). Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Michael A Butch 
PNWRCC Political Representative 

M [ì: bas/opeiu# I I /afl -cio 
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tftü;l{ì;1 
Å{oxrorahle Mrnyon ff{ales
 
Fortland City Coumcil Coxnxnisstomers
 
l22l SW 4th Ave, Room 340,
 
Portland, Oregon 97204
 
Wednesday, September 18, 2013
 
Ite: Ordinance to amend Contract Nos" 51557 and 25921
 

Dear Mayor Llales and Council members, 

I support the ordìnance referenced above. 

Our eity and region stand to benefit greatly by allowing this project to be eompleteel" As a life
long building trades union member, naturally I want to see a project of this magnitude union built here 
and operated by union stafï fbr the.jobs it promises. Beyoncl that, what we do in Portland and in Oregon 
is in a national spotlight. Our commitment to our city and region, and how we treat our businesses, 
workets, citizens and environment can continue to can be a model for eities across the country. 'fhe 
developers promising Green Buìlding in order to have a LIIEDs Silver Certification for the completed 
project is another demonstration clf our continuing commitment to our future. The fact that this will be a 
union built and operated faoility covered under a labor peace agreement will also be a major draw for 
conventions that have overlooked us in the past and would continue to do so were it not fbr these 
provisions. 

While under construction, the OCC llotel project will provide fàmily wage jobs and benefrts, 
allowing people to earn money for their livelihoods, health and ohildren's education while also 
provisioning fbr retirement. The built-in CBA agreements will help continue to lift some of our more 
disadvantaged citizens into prosperity. Once completed, the OCC Hotel will provide not only good jobs, 
but also an economic stimulus to the entire region, raising everyone's standard of living. Furthermore, 
as I mentioned, it will showcase our beautiful city and state to the nation and enable us to continue to 
demonstrate to our fellows that we are not only a beautiful city but also a progressive and visionary one. 

'fhe current plan to build and operate the OCC l{otel seems sound, as does this ordinance. As our 
elected officials, you have done your duty by analyzingthe datacompiled by the experts and by 
proposing this ordinance. Their analysis shows that arry risk that the public may be exposed to is more 
than wananted by the rewards to the region. I trust you and I trust your consultants. 

Please approve this orclinance enabling the OCC Ilotel project to move f'orward. Let's make our 
slogan "POR'I'[,AND -'II-{E CITY TI-IAT WORKS" continue to mean just that. 


