RESOLUTIONNo. 870239

Call upon the United States Food and Drug Administration to reverse their longstanding
prohibition on gay men donating blood (Resolution)

WHEREAS, the City Council encourages nondiscrimination against individuals on the basis of
actual or perceived sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression; and

WHEREAS, the current federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) policy, passed in 1985,
" prohibits any man who has had sex with another man since 1977 from donating blood for the rest
of his life; and

WHEREAS, the FDA has periodically reconsidered this issue but voted to keep the policies in
2010, while continuing to study the issue further; and

WHEREAS, the FDA has still not completed their review and has not released a timeline for
when a decision will be made regarding modification of the existing policy; and

WHEREAS, despite the FDA's lifetime ban on men who have sex with men (MSM), nationally,
an individual needs a life saving blood transfusion once every 3 seconds; and

WHEREAS, while 60 percent of Americans are eligible to donate blood, on average less than 5
percent of people actually donate; and

WHEREAS, the United States faces a critical blood supply shortage, endangering public health;
and

WHEREAS, numerous public health groups including the American Red Cross (ARC), the
American Association of Blood Banks (AABB), America's Blood Centers (ABC), the American
Medical Association (AMA), the Gay Men Health Crisis (GMHC) and leading LGBT
organizations have urged that the FDA's lifetime restriction be reversed; and

WHEREAS, blood banks are required to follow the FDA guidelines, which consequently are in
conflict with state nondiscrimination policies;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Portland calls upon
the United States Food and Drug Administration to reverse its longstanding prohibition on gay
men donating blood, and that a letter be sent to the FDA and our Congressional delegation
requesting the reversal of the prohibition.
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