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Provide for civil penalties for violation of leash and scoop regulations a¡d authorize 
Commissioner in Charge to adopt policies and procedures for implementation of civil penalties
(Ordinance; amend Code Section 20.12.140) 

The City of Portland orclains: 

Section L The Council finds: 

l.	 Portland Parks & Recreation (PP&R) has operated a comprehensive dog progr.am 
since 1995 that includes designated off-leash areas, community outr.eacir ãnd 
education, and routine enforcement of leash and scoop violations. 

2. Portland's parks, natural areas and trails are extensively used for all types of 
recreation, and ofÊleash dogs and dog waste have significant impacts on the 
health, safety, and usability of park lancls. 

-1.	 To keep parks enjoyable for all visitors, PP&R enforces leash and scoop laws. 
Leash laws ensure that dogs are controlled by their owners at all times, which 
keeps people and other dogs safe and protects park land and wildlife. Removal of 
dog waste prevents the spread of disease that waste can carry, and avoids impacts 
to recreational use, water quality, wildlife, and vegetation. 

4. In 2011, PP&R Park Rangers made 3,750 contacts with park users concerning 
dogs, resulting in 2,126 warnings and/or citations by Park Rangers or Multnomah 
County Animal Services. Additionally, of the 131 calls related tb leash and scoop 
laws received by PP&R since July 2011,95 percent requested additional 
enforcement. 

5.	 I{aving identified noncompliance as a serious park issue, pp&R worked with a 
community advisory group to design an effective, sustainable method of gaining 
cornpliance with leash/scoop laws. The advisory group recommended an 
amendment to the City Code to add additional enforcement options, as well as 
continued education efforts and exploration of improvement opportunities for off­
leash areas (OLAs). 

6. The code amendment will greatly implove PP&R's efficiency and effectiveness in 
enforcing leash ancl scoop laws. 

NOW, TI{EREFORII, The Council directs: 

a. city code section 20.12.140 Animals is amended by adding a new 
subsection as follows: 
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L. 	 Notwithstanding an)¡ other provision of this Code. an), 
person violatine Subsection 20.12.120 8..E."F. or H.is 
subject only to a civil penalty not to exceed $150 for each 
violation. Any person assessed a civil penalty under this 
Subsection may appeal the citation to the Code Hearingl
offtr.r in u".ordun"e *ith th" prouisions of Title 22 of thit 
Code. 

b.	 The Commissioner in Charge is authorized to adopt policies and 
procedures to implement this subsection, including the adoption of a fine 
schedule, provided that the maximum fine is not to exceed $150 for each 
violation. 

The policies and procedures adopted by the commissioner shall include, 
at a minimum, a requirement that the alleged violator be given adequate 
notice of the provision of law the person has violated, of the amount of the 
civil penalty imposed, and of the right to appeal the issuance of the civil 
penalty to the code Hearings officer in accordance with the provisions of 
Title 22 of the code. Any policies and procedures adopted under this 
subsection are not subject to the appeal process set forth in section 
20.04.040, and no public notice or hearing need be given prior to their 
adoption. 

d.	 Any monies collected from civil penalties paid under this subsection shall 
be deposited into Portland Parks & Recreation's general operating fund. 
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