Parsons, Susan

From: Grace Groom [ggroom@hevanet.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2013 3:37 PM
To: Parsons, Susan

Subject: testimony at city council feb. 20th

Hello Susan,

I am eager to testify during the communications section of the City Council's meeting on
Weds., Feb. 20th. I will be testifying in support of continued funding for SUN Schools
programming. My address is 2736 NE 67th Avenue, Portland, OR 97213. I may have a student
from Roseway Heights with me to testify as well. Is there any chance of an extended time
allotment so that I and the student are able to give testimony?

Thank you so much for your help.

Grace Groom

503-890~-7792

Portland resident and mom of 2 young children



Dear Mayor Hales, Commisioner Fritz, Commissioner Fish, Commisioner Novick, and
Commissioner Saltzman,

I am here today to show my support for the SUN Schools programs run by Portland Parks
and Recreation. | am a mother of two young children. My first child is a 1* grader at Roseway
Heights School in Northeast Portland this year. The SUN program at Roseway Heights has
been a huge benefit to his education and to our family as a whole. For the past two years at
Roseway Heights my son has loved taking after-school classes through SUN. He wakes up in
the morning excited to go to school when he knows it’s a SUN class day. He's learning
teamwork through Lego Playtime, computer skills at Whiz Kids computers class. His love of
reading grew through participation in the after-school Book Club, and his confidence was
boosted through physical challenges and fun games at Kindergym.

I know the reality of the budget situation. $25 million is no small number. | understand
that significant cuts need to be made to already tight budgets. | do not envy your job! However,
I strongly recommend that SUN schools be spared any cuts because these programs are so
important to families and neighborhoods. We would not be able to afford after-school
enrichment classes for our two children without the SUN Schools program at Roseway Heights.
I know times are tough, but 1 also know that once a SUN program closes the likelihood of it
being reopened once the economy turns around is pretty slim. Many lives will be negatively
impacted if SUN schools are closed.

Roseway Heights has had a SUN program for 13 years, probably around the time that
you, Mr. Mayor, were advocating for the formation of a SUN program. Before that we had a
community school run by Portland Parks and Recreation in the building for another 20 years. 33
years and counting. That’s a lot of history and a lot of lives positively impacted.

Just this year we lost our Title | funding due to the district’s change of Title | requirements
(from 40% of a school qualifying for free or reduced lunch to 60%). Although we no longer
qualify for Title |, a significant percentage of our families still has financial need (about 40%).
Without Title | funding families must pay the $300+ for all day kindergarten and our school has
faced significant cuts to staff. If SUN funding is also cut, these challenges would be made
exponentially harder to bear.

50% of the students at Roseway Heights (about 300 of our K-8 kids) participate in SUN
classes. That is double the average of other SUN programs. Our SUN School also offers
summer camps at nearby Glenhaven Park (adjacent to Madison High School). These popular
summer camps serve a very wide population, not just our school community. The staff of these
summer camps also administer the free lunch program at Glenhaven and kids are lined up
across the park for this!

We also have robust participation from neighbors in our SUN community classes. These
classes bring neighbors into the school that might not otherwise have a connection to the
school. This helps us to leverage resources with these neighbors and gives them a feeling of
loyalty to their neighborhood school.

In conclusion, | urge you to continue to fund all SUN programs run by PP&R. PP&R is
doing a fantastic job of providing an important service to city residents and schools through
these SUN schools. We need to save our SUN Schools now and in the future.

Respectfully submitted,

Grace Groom, SUN school participant and supporter



p.s. | know that some of you on the council feel that SUN Schools do not belong in the City’s
budget. | strongly believe that the partnership of multiple stakeholders - County, City, schools,
neighborhoods, users — all of us make SUN the tremendous asset it is. 1 also ask you all to look
at your own plans for the future to see that SUN does belong in the City’s budget. The Portland
Plan calls for EVERY school to be a SUN school. A major goal in PP&R’s 2020 Vision Plan is to
PROVIDE RECREATION SERVICES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL. SUN does just that.
Another important goal in the 2020 Vision Plan is to PROMOTE COMMUNITY. SUN does this
in spades by bringing in neighbors to take and teach classes, providing summer camps for all
children in the neighborhood, evening events for families, and more. Our city needs and
deserves SUN Schools!
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Request of Grace Groom to address Council regarding continued funding for SUN
Schools programming (Communication)

FEB 20 2013
PLACED ON FILE
IR COMMISSIONERS VOTED
Filed FEB 15 2013 ) AS FOLLOWS:

LaVonne Griffin-Valade YEAS | NAYS

Auditor ofpthre ity of Portland 1. Fritz

\ 3. Saltzman

4. Novick

Hales






