
RES9LUTI9NNo. I ffiS8å 

Achieve 100 percent renewable electricity for City operations by directing the Bureau of Internal 
Business Services and the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability to facilitate.a purchase of 
Renewable Energy Certificates each year on behalf of all City bureaus (Resolution) 

WHEREAS, renewable energy resources such as wind, solar, biomass, and geothermal plesent a 
prornising opportunity to advance key environmental goals while supporting local economic 
developrnent; and 

WHEREAS, a Renewable Energy Certificates (REC) is a commodity that represents the 
environmental benefits and economic value of producing renewable energy. Purchasing RECs 
ofßets the carbon footprint of the City of Portland's energy use ancl supporls the development of 
renewable projects; and 

WHEREAS, since the adoption of the City's Energy Policy in 1990, bureaus have prioritized 
energy eff,rciency improvements and on-site renewable energy production at City-owned 
facilities; ancl 

WHEREAS, the Sustainable City Principles, adopted in 1994, commit tlie City to "use resources 
efhciently and reduce demand for natural resources, like energy. . ." and "act locally to reduce 
adverse global impacts of . . . ozone depletion and global warming, and support and irnplement 
innovative programs that maintain and promote Portland's leadership as a sustainable city;" and 

WHEREAS, three years ago Council aclopted the 2009 Clirnate Action Plan (Resolution No. 
36148) to reduce carbon ernissions by 40%by 2030 and 80% by 2050; and 

WHEREAS, one action in the 2009 Climate Action Plan-proposed to be completed by 2012­
is to purchase or generate 100 percent of all of the electricity required for City operations fi'om 
renewable sources; and 

WHEREAS, bureaus have made progress toward this goal, especially with on-site electricity
'Watergeneration, which now provides about 9o/o of bureaus' electricity needs. Parks, Fire, and 

Transportation each have solar installations; Transportation has solar parking meters and a 

micro-wind turùine; Environmental Services has a large biogas generator; ancl Water has micro­
hyclro generators; and 

WHEREAS, the City is par-tnering with Portlancl's commercial building owners and managers to 
benchrnark builcling perf'ormance, improve energy efficiency, and recognize high perfonning 
builclings through the l(ilowatt Crackclown (Resolution 36975); and 

WHEREAS, Portlancl Bureau of Transpofiation is moving forward to replace all streetlights in 
the city with LED ftxtures, cutting energy use in half and saving hundrecls of thousands of 
clollars; ancl 

WHEREAS, the cost of buying RECs to provide the equivalent of 100 percent o1'City operations 
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electricity use for fiscal year 2012-13 is estimated to be $250,000; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City shall achieve 100 percent renewable 

electricity for City operations by the end of 2013 and each year after by directing the Bureau of 
Internal Business Services and the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability to facilitate a purchase 

of Renewable Energy Certificates on behalf of all City bureaus. 

Adopted by the Council: nËc 1 2 2012 LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of the City of Portland 

Mayor Sam Adams By ,.;'n ¿ :./ / 

Prepared by: Alisa Kane ...í:.'"
 
Date Prepared: November I9,20I2 Deputy
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