
RESOLUTION of the City of PORTLAND, OR 

PROTECTION OF THE PUBLIC AGAINST USE OF UNMANNED AERIAL 
VEHTCLES (DRONES) 

Whereas: 

t.	 united States airspace is the busiest in the world, with up to 87,000 flights per 
day, including commercial airliners and freight haulers, air taxis and private 
and military aircraft. 

2.	 Unmanned aerial vehicles (referred to in the remainder of this ordinance as 
drones) are not now allowed in United States general airspace because of the 
threat they present to other aircr.aft. Under the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) Modernization and Reform Act of 201,2 the FAA is 
directed to create regulations that will enable drones to fly throughout uS 
airspace by September 2015. 

J.	 small drones, 25 pounds or under, are now permitted to fly in general airspace 
below 400 feet for the use of police and first responders, with FAA permission. 

4.	 Drones have limitations in "vision" compared to the vision of human pilots, do 
not have the same capability to avoid other aircraft as aircraft piloted by 
humans, and there has been at least one instance outside the United States of a 
drone collision with an aircraft with a human pilot on aboard and as well as a 
near miss. These instances occurred in airspace much less crowded than that of 
the United States. 

5. Drones have at times gotten out of human control, in at least one instance 
having to be shot down, and drones are susceptible to having control seized 
electronically by unauthorized operators. 

6. Drones have the capability of carrying a variety of weapons, including 12­
gauge shot guns, tear gas, rubber bullet guns, bombs and missiles, but drones 
have significant limitations in identiffing specific individuals and groups. 

7.	 Unmanned aerial vehicles have the capabilityto watch individuals, groups and 
populations on a 24-hour basis, following and recording their movements for 
days and weeks in an unprecedented way. 

L	 unmanned aerial vehicles have the capability to continuously monitor cell­
phone and text messaging of individuals, groups and populations, 

9.	 Drones are being developed that will use computerizedfacial images to target 
individuals and, once launched, to operate, autonomously, without fuither 
human involvement, to locate and kill those individuals. 



We find therefore that: 

Drones present an uffeasonable and unacceptable threat to public safety in the air and to 
persons and property on the ground in the City of Portland due to limitations in drone 
"vision," capability to avoid other aircraft and adequate control, 

and 

Armed drones and surveillance drones present an urueasonable and unacceptable threat 
to the rights of individual privacy, freedom of association and assembly, equal protection 
and judicial due process in the City of Portland. 

Therefore: 

i, Drones are hereby banned from airspace over the City of Portland, including drones in 
transit. Flying of a drone within the airspace of the City of Portland, shall be considered a 
gross misdemeanor carrying a penalty of up to one year in jail and a fine not to exceed 
$5,000. More than one offense of flying a drone within said airspace will be considered 
felonies, with jail time and fines based on the number of violations. (Specifics on 
misdemeanor and felony classifications and penalties will vary by locality.) 

2. Drones will not be purchased, leased, borrowed, tested or otherwise used by any
 
agency of the City olPortland.
 



I)OIìTI-ANI) CITY COUNCII, 
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Wcdncsda), C'ouncil Mccting 9:30 AM 

Clouncil Mccting l)atc: 'X - ? ) ' 
ULif¡ITrjl*: f:ìrj.'[Ji']':r rj,liIlJii i.i 

Bnrail 

[{easor-r 

'l'hr-rrsclay at 5:00 pm to sigil r-rp 1'or theCìivc your request to the Council Clerk's ol'fìce by 
lollowing Wcdnesclay Meeting. ì ìoliday cleacllinc schcclulc is Wcdnesclay at 5:00 prl. (Scc 
contact inftlrrnation below.) 

Yotl will be placed on the Wedncsday Agcncla as a "Cìrn-ununicalion." Comnlunications are 
the lìrst item on the Agencla and are taken promptly at 9:30 a.nr. A total oí fir,e 
Conluunicatiolis rnay bc schedulccl. lnclividuals rnust schedr-rle their own Cor-nmunic¿rtion. 

You will havc 3 minutes to speak and may also sulrniit written testirlony befbre or at the 
rneeting. 

Tlrnrtk youJbr being un uctive purticiportt irt ¡t¡¡1¡y Cif.y governntenl" 

Contact Information: 
Karla Moore-l,ove, City Council Clcrk Suc Parsons, Cciuncil Clerk Assistant 
l22l SW 4th Avc, Iloom 140 I22l SW 4th Avc., Iìoonr 140 
Portlancl, OII 97204- I 900 Portlancl, OI{ 97204-l 900 
(-503) 823-4086 lìax (.503) 823-4s71 (s03) 823-4085 l.'ax (s03) 823-4571 
email: K¿rla.Vnore-l,ovcfa)¡rortt¿¡ndorcgon.gov cr-nail: Susan.Parsons(il)portla¡rdorcEon.gov 

http:Susan.Parsons(il)portla�rdorcEon.gov
http:K�rla.Vnore-l,ovcfa)�rortt��ndorcgon.gov
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Request of Joe Walsh to address Council regarding drones (Comrnunication) 

AUG 22 ?012
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LaVonne GriffTn-Valade 
Auditor of the City of Portland 
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