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Po
rtlan

d
 State U

n
iversity (PSU

) is O
regon’s m

ost diverse urban research 

university, located in the heart of one of A
m

erica’s m
ost progressive cities. PSU

’s 

current 50
-acre dow

ntow
n cam

pus places 30,000 students in the city center, 

providing close access to the city’s business, technology, and cultural resources.

It is PSU
’s job to not only “let know

ledge serve the city,” but also to serve 

our greater com
m

unity and region. PSU
 does this by generating a significant 

econom
ic im

pact, w
hich exceeded $1.4 billion in 2010 and w

ill continue to grow
 

w
ith PSU

’s expanding role as an em
ployer, purchaser, researcher, real estate 

developer, and com
m

unity partner.

Portland State w
orked closely w

ith the city of Portland to develop the 

U
niversity D

istrict Fram
ew

ork Plan, a blueprint for the physical grow
th that is 

needed to m
eet our goals and com

m
itm

ents over the next 25 years. A
s state 

and federal funding continue to decrease, PSU
 w

ill need the help of its partners 

to im
plem

ent this plan.

The Education U
rban Renew

al A
rea (U

R
A

) is one of m
any long-term

 

funding tools that w
ill help PSU

 continue to accelerate the region’s grow
th and 

excellence, partner w
ith the city and business com

m
unity, attract investm

ent, 

and educate the region’s w
orkforce. It is projected to provide up to $134 m

illion 

for investm
ent in educational facilities, affordable housing, and private taxable 

developm
ent, over a 25 year period.

This is a tim
ely, unique opportunity for urban renew

al to help grow
 a great 

urban university that w
ill serve a great city. W

e hope you w
ill take the tim

e to 

consider the m
utual benefits of the proposed U

R
A

.

W
im

 W
iew

el, President  

Portland State U
niversity
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PSU
 is experiencing a period of unparalleled 

grow
th. Since 1998, enrollm

ent has increased 

m
ore than 80%

 from
 18,000 to 30,000. In 

the past five years, PSU
 has alm

ost doubled 

sponsored research to $65 m
illion and 

positioned itself to be a national leader in 

urban sustainability w
ith new

 research centers 

in green building technology and sustainable 

solutions.

A
nd yet, to m

aintain and accelerate the 

university’s grow
th and excellence, PSU

 m
ust 

expand the cam
pus and provide w

orld class 

facilities that w
ill attract top students and 

faculty. In the face of decreasing state support 

for the foreseeable future, this expansion 

w
ill require investm

ent from
 the city, county, 

and com
m

unity.  A
n urban renew

al area w
ill 

provide the funding necessary to help catalyze 

the grow
th of PSU

.
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C
ivic leadership and strong com

m
unity 

collaboration are central to Portland State’s 

m
ission. PSU

’s Econom
ic D

evelopm
ent Strategy 

w
as developed to create synergies w

ith regional 

businesses and overlap w
ith the city’s econom

ic 

developm
ent goals.

Significant benefits result from
 these part-

nerships, including technology transfer, business 

developm
ent, social service w

orkforce, and 

volunteer labor. A
n urban renew

al area w
ill help 

PSU
 expand these benefits and opportunities to 

the city, business com
m

unity, and the region. 
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The PSBA
 provides office and lab space to 

com
panies in key industries such as softw

are, 

biotech/bioscience, and clean technology. It is 

currently at capacity, housing 30 businesses, 

and has a consistent w
aiting list. Expansion 

of the PSBA
 w

ould provide additional space, 

stronger support for Portland startups, and 

m
ore opportunities for tech transfer of 

university initiated research.
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Portland State business students w
orked w

ith Portland 
Roasting Co. on a strategy to m

arket the com
pany as the 

top sustainable choice for socially and environm
entally 

responsible consum
ers.

D
esign M

edix is an early stage drug developm
ent com

pany, 
initiated at PSU

, focusing prim
arily on developing a cure for 

m
alaria. They have three drugs in preclinical studies w

ith potential 
for low

-cost production and have received extensive grant funding.
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PSU
 has becom

e a regional anchor for attracting investm
ent 

over the past 60 years and now
 encom

passes 50 acres at 
the southern end of dow

ntow
n Portland. PSU

’s 25
-year 

Fram
ew

ork Plan calls for an expansion of 4.2 m
illion square 

feet—
an anticipated investm

ent of m
ore than $1.26 billion. 

The U
R

A
 w

ill accelerate PSU
’s grow

th by leveraging pub
-

lic and private investm
ent to expand residential, com

m
ercial, 

classroom
, and research space w

ithin and surrounding the 
cam

pus. It w
ill help m

ake PSU
 an increasingly attractive des-

tination for talented students, faculty, and know
ledge-based 

com
panies that w

ant to be close to the source of innovation 
and ideas.  A

dditionally, the investm
ent that the U

R
A

 w
ill 

stim
ulate w

ill nearly triple the size of the tax base from
 $608 

m
illion to $1.7 billion in 31 years.  
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Seed funding $0 
Total Project Cost: $90 m

illion 
Taxable SF: 360,000

Invested so far: $2.4 m
illion in lot 

purchase for future project
Seed funding $2 m

illion + land 
Total Project Cost: $60 m

illion 
Taxable SF: 19,000

University Pointe, PSU
’s new

est residence 
Hall, is being built w

ith $90 m
illion in 

private m
oney.

Top: The Academ
ic and Student 

Rec Center also houses the city’s 
archives. Bottom

: The U
rban Plaza 

is a transportation hub for the city.
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The benefits of PSU
’s grow

th extend w
ell beyond 

neighborhood investm
ents. In the long term

, the U
ni-

versity’s grow
th w

ill lead to a regional population w
ith 

higher levels of educational attainm
ent in m

uch needed 
industries. O

regon em
ploym

ent is expected to grow
 

18 percent by 2020, and PSU
 is integral in providing a 

qualified w
ork force to m

eet this new
 dem

and. 

E
ducating the region’s 

w
orkforce
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