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But wait. Stuck holding the bag in this transaction are those who
pay hﬁrdwmmy to flush tmiotsy run showers — and withstand
blinding rate increases. If July's anticipated rate hike of 7 percent
goes hmvg}h it wﬂf mean ThL average monthly regidmnai sewer
: sen nearly 95 peu‘uﬂf to more than $57

"e've got to hand it to Portland Mayor San
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“There’s fine print, of course. More than $15 million of that money :
was “saved” by the city’s Bureau of Environunental Services from ,ﬁhms ah andS@mc piece of change in an environment where
capital projects turning out not to cost as much as projected. As  it's incr &iasmg;y ;mvmrmm m knowwhere our Hatd (‘dme,dm() ley
Janie Har reported in The Oregonian last week, one involves the ex- 5 il
pansion of a sludge digester at tthe Colurnbia Boulevard wastewater
treatment plant, the bid for which came in $6.7 million below an-
ticipated cost.

That's a handsome
sum in any cash-
strapped environ-
ment, and so a

We like bicycles as
much as we do prop-
erly functioning sew-
ers. But keep inmind
the roayor’s $20 mil-

et
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happy Bureau of lion proposalismerely
Environrmen- the first of many out.

for a $600.million
o create 700 miles
bikeways over the
next 20 years. The same
$20 million diverted for
anuther promising cause
woutld deserve the same
ca’u‘s‘imm y‘ ﬂag

tal Services
aimed that
money at
other needy
projects. Port-
fand’s rate-
payers would
continue to pay
their high monthly
bills in the knowledge
that their sewer system
— famous already for its
$1.4 billion Big Pipe proj-
ect — would not only hold

up but also likely improve.
Until the mayor saw an oppor-
tunity.

Adam" ]@gic embraced by
the city’s commissioners except for
/‘}Il’lcﬂldd; Firitz, is that bikeway improve-
menis help in Portland’s drive to green
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bond levy tha tlanders (sewer
system ratepayers among thein
) could embrace. Ay wmmv less
could undercut the public’s trust that

its money is betng spent as it was iin-

itself up. Since the Bureau of Environ- e Bt . .  tendedtobe.
mental Services champions that cause, SR ; - o (mmm stoniers will likely approve

s pmpq ‘a! this week, But they
hether it sends the
fite &%‘b?!ﬁ i'u,y

bike boulevards whose design can aid in the
proper management of stormwater runoff cre

ate a win-win situation: double duty from pu ’_
dollars. Bikes also reduce traffic congestion,
city’s carbon output, and otherwise promoie he
and belief in sustainable comununity-building.
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the money is right and the authority is cles
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best bang for our buck out of our tax
policy. |
JON BARTHOLOMEW
Bartholomew is q policy advocate
with the Oregon State Public Interest
Research Group. -

Bike paths not a priority

In receiving my water bill Jast week, I .

was aware that sewer fees were higher
than my water usage. The rates are

among the highest in the nation and.

are expected to rise, Now the Portland
City Council has chosen to use sewer
fees for bike paths, How can this be Ie-
gal? Almost all of the citizens of Port-
land pay for water but few wil] use bike

paths.

For the first time in history, Portland-

ers had to boil water in November be-
cause of contamination, and we were
told that reservoirs could not be covered

because it was too expensive. Why is the
_City Council spending our hard-earneqd

money on expensive projects when

Portland is hurting economically?

S rsnra e

CAROL GRASVIK
Southwest Portland .

Citizen weapons

- Israel claims it needs to build 112
more apartment units in an Israeli Jew-
ish-only settlement built in the Pales-
tinian West Bank. Israel says it needs
to build these to fill a “security gap” be- .
tween buildings in the settlement. If
indeed the location is insecure, then
moving 112 families there is tanta-
mountto using them as human shields. .

-~ Israel could have built g section of its in-

famous wall that it builds freely across
Palestinian lands and filled this “gap.”
Instead Israel is using its own citizens
as demographic weapons against the

@Euest columns, up to 500 words, may be sent by e-mail to comm‘entary@news.oreqonian.c
Jbmissions become the property of The Oregonian and will not be returned; they may be editec

by e-mail at galenbai'nett@news.oreqonian.cém
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d bike scheme of Sat of Sam Adams:
“While I don’t necessarily mind making
Portland bike-friendly, Lw ould ask him
tofixthe otholes first. . : ;
What amuses me is thathe's seedmg £
the project with $20 million, $15.4 mil-_
lion of which was “saved” from other
~ projects. Does Portland “save” those

- savings? Nope. We figure out a new

_way w them. Yet ~ ‘

“reason the tax kicker is yeturned to us

before leglslators can spond thelr/ our
savings. -

5 /,;, ,}_,//' /[/ JEFF HOCKLEY

Southwest Portland
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Bike fees make sense

Icant 'beheve thew plan
'Adams has rolled out for bi-.

wcy‘c‘lyé to be paid for from our sewer
_fees. | have nothing against blcycles,

“and I have used one for years. What T
carrtunderstand is why bikers can'tbe
askcd  to pay their own way. 1 glewf‘up ~
“in Palo Alto, Calif., some 70 years
“and bwyclcs had to be licensed. Why
cantPortland use the same proces or
financing the forward-looking plan?
User fees are thc fairest option. :
o 13 5/ JenoYD SWEIGERT
L el Southwest Portland




PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL
COMMUNICATION REQUEST
Wednesday Council Meeting 9:30 AM

Council Meeting Date: /V\M\/'(,l/\ ‘7, 2010

AUDITOR  @2-17-16 fr1 92

Today’s Date - £, \nv U4 v Y 171, 2010
Name _ (O ARLET . -40//00

Addtess 220 LA 444004/ S”T (47T 20 7 )
Telephonf 5% ) <2/~ G4/ Email

Reason for the request:
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* Give your request to the Council Clerk’s office by Thursday at 5:00 pm to sign up for the
following Wednesday Meeting. Holiday deadline schedule is Wednesday at 5:00 pm. (See
contact information below.)

* You will be placed on the Wednesday Agenda as a “Communication.” Communications are

the first item on the Agenda and are taken promptly at 9:30 a.m. A total of five
Communications may be scheduled. Individuals must schedule their own Communication.

* You will have 3 minutes to speak and may also submit written testimony before or at the
meeting.

Thank you for being an active participant in your City government.

Contact Information:

Karla Moore-Love, City Council Clerk Sue Parsons, Council Clerk Assistant
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 140 1221 SW 4th Ave., Room 140
Portland, OR 97204-1900 Portland, OR 97204-1900

(503) 823-4086 Fax (503) 823-4571 (503) 823-4085 Fax (503) 823-4571

email: kmoore-love@ci.portland.or.us email: sparsons@ci.portland.or.us
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Request of Charles E. Long to address Council regarding stopping the stranglehold
of special interests on City governance (Communication)

MAR 1 7 2010
PLACED ON FILE
MAR L 9 2010 COMMISSIONERS VOTED
Filed AS FOLLOWS:
LaVonne Griffin-Valade YEAS | NAYS
Auditor ¢fthe City of Portland 1. Fritz
By m\ 2. Fish
\ 3. Saltzman
4. Leonard
Adams




