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Since 2001, Portland’s had a lens for making sense of this 
world—its River Goals…

…that help us view, order & take actions for a better river city.



2009: Council assigns goal-keeping to a new Rivers Office.



Our work character is twofold:

•
 

Mostly, we help and guide 
(coordinate and connect), 

•
 

Sometimes we “take point”

We perform these roles in several major areas:

•
 

Deepening Portland’s river partnerships

•
 

Connecting Portlanders with their rivers 

•
 

Teaming with city bureaus to advance river 
goals and get better info to decision-makers

•
 

Building Willamette community watershed ties

We do this work as permitted by our funding, which 
Council has directed come from BES.

Therefore, at a foundation level, our tasks are tied 
to the City’s legal obligations to improve watershed 
health and involve citizens in this effort

Report: 2011-2012



Deepening Portland’s River Partnerships
Bringing people together, 
leveraging resources, & 

finding new ways to respond to river issues. 

River Safety

U of O Architecture: 
Healthy Working Waterfronts

Baltimore Woods-Depave

The Office also worked closely with:

TriMet
Port of Portland
Working Waterfront Coalition
River taxi and river transportation interests
Maritime Heritage Coalition
West Multnomah SWCD
Intertwine Alliance
SOLVE
Willamette Riverkeeper
Portland Audubon
Willamette Partnership
Columbia Corridor Association
Interagency River Safety Panel
Metro
U.S. EPA

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Department of State Lands
Oregon State Marine Board
Lower Columbia River Estuary 
Partnership
Mercy Corps
Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde
South Waterfront dock committee
Johnson Creek Watershed Council
Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watershed: 
Science Team
OMSI
Portland State University
University of Oregon



Connecting Portlanders With Their Rivers
Sharing river information and river stories 

The Big Float

River News

“Who Lives Here”
 

OMSI exhibit

The Office was proud to:
•

 

Sponsor speakers

 

on:
•

 

Elk Rock Island: Restoring Oak Woodland
•

 

Willamette Trails: Present and Future
•

 

Salmon, Science and the Urban Challenge
•

 

Beyond the Gulf Oil Spill
•

 

Willamette: A Special OWEB Investment
•

 

Wild in the City--Exploring the Intertwine
•

 

The Maritime Heritage Coalition
•

 

The Zidell

 

Remediation Project
•

 

What’s the Nature of Your City?
•

 

Support river events and education:
•

 

The Big Float
•

 

RiverFest

 

2011
•

 

River Rally 2012
•

 

Honoring Our River 2012
•

 

“Who Lives Here”

 

OMSI River Exhibit
•

 

Nature in Our Parks / Willamette Stewardship art show

http://www.portlandonline.com/ohwr/index.cfm?c=52507
http://www.thebigfloat.com/
http://www.portlandriverfest.org/
http://www.rivernetwork.org/programs/river-rally
http://www.honoringourriver.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=HIteVbzOiK8


Teaming With City Bureaus
Lighting the intersection of watershed and river health, habitat, 

recreation and development.

Piling Inventory & Assessment

West Hayden Island

Swan Island Beach restoration



Teaming With City Bureaus
Lighting the intersection of watershed and river health, habitat, 

recreation and development.

Portland Harbor Superfund 
outreach

South Waterfront

Office staff serve on or work with:
•

 

Portland Plan Healthy Connected Neighborhoods
•

 

Central City 2035 Advisory Committee
•

 

N-NE Quadrant Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC)

•

 

Sellwood Br. TAC
•

 

Willamette Park Management Plan TAC
•

 

North Macadam Urban Renewal Advisory 
Committee

•

 

BES watershed and science staff
•

 

BPS River Plan staff
•

 

Portland Streamlining Team
•

 

Planning and Development Directors Group
•

 

West Hayden Island Land Management 
Assessment

•

 

Swan Island Beach Restoration Collaboration
•

 

Portland Harbor Superfund Outreach



Building Willamette Community Watershed Ties
Learning from each other, making common cause.

Salem

Milwaukie
Eugene

Albany Johnson Cr. WSC



Rivers Office Major Projects
Tackling tasks of river significance; navigating change.

River Recreation Strategy

Mitigation Bank—
 Functional Assessment Tools

Maintenance Dredging Survey



The Year Ahead

•
 

form River Recreation Advisory Group
•

 
complete piling inventory / share results

•
 

finalize the Functional Habitat Valuation Methodology
•

 
position Swan Island Beach project for regulatory approval

•
 

ramp-up outreach as Superfund moves ahead; 
•

 
help host the River Rally and Big Float II;

•
 

visit more River communities & help plan basin-wide 
conference

•
 

increase the numbers of Portlanders coming to river talks, 
using the Rivers website, & subscribing to River News



Photo: portlandground.com

www.portlandonline.com/river
503.823.0275

http://www.portlandground.com/
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