
ORDINANCE No.  179954
*Approve a contract with Jones and Stokes Associates to conduct biological modeling and analysis in support of Portland Watershed Management Plan implementation and state and federal environmental permitting  (Ordinance)
The City of Portland Ordains:

Section 1.  The Council finds:

1. In July 1998, the Portland City Council adopted a resolution to guide the City’s response to the Endangered Species Act.  The resolution called on the City to:

· Create an integrated, comprehensive city-wide approach;

· Work to support the recovery of native salmonids;

· Work proactively with the National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;

· Work with local, regional and state partners;

· Engage the community in the ESA response.

2. In May 2000, the Council adopted a Framework for an Endangered Species Recovery Plan.  That Framework described the analytical approach for developing the City’s response to the Endangered Species Act.  That approach called for the use of biological modeling and analysis.

3. The City has developed an integrated, comprehensive Watershed Management Plan and system, implementation of which will be supported by the continued use of biological modeling and analysis.

4. Biological modeling and analyses is needed to support the City’s partnership with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under the Water Resources Development Act, which currently provides a 50 percent federal cost share for certain watershed management-related activities and in the future could provide a 65 percent federal cost-share for implementation of restoration and sediment management actions.
5. Biological modeling and analysis reduces the time and cost associated with obtaining required state and federal permits for certain City projects.
6. Consultant selection was conducted in accordance with Chapter 5.68 of the code of the City of Portland.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Commissioner of Public Utilities and Auditor are authorized to execute an agreement with Jones & Stokes to provide biological modeling and analysis services. 

b. The Council approves funding not to exceed $200,000 from the Endangered Species Act Program’s budget for this contract.

Section 2.
The Council declares an emergency exists because of the time critical nature of this work, required planning and permitting activities as part of the ESA Program, BES’ watershed plan, the Clean River Plan, the River Renaissance Initiative and the City’s response to the Portland Harbor Superfund listing.  Therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by Council.

Passed by the Council, March 01, 2006
Commissioner Sam Adams
GARY BLACKMER

Auditor of the City of Portland

                                                                                                                                 By /S/ Susan Parsons
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March 1, 2006
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