ORDINANCE No.  179920
*Authorize grant application to the Oregon Department of Transportation and Oregon Department of Aviation Multimodal Transportation Fund ConnectOregon Program for the Portland Streetcar Lowell Extension Project  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.  The Council finds:

1.
On August 22, 2003, the Portland Development Commission (PDC) entered into the South Waterfront Central District Project Development Agreement (Development Agreement) with Oregon Health & Science University (OHSU); River Campus Investors, LLC; North Macadam Investors, LLC; and Block 39, LLC.

2.
The Development Agreement calls for the Portland Streetcar to be the transit link to help transform the Central District into a vibrant, sustainable mixed-use neighborhood.

3.
Streetcar service to SW Gibbs Street is scheduled to begin in September 2006, in coordination with the openings of OHSU’s Center for Health & Healing and the Meriwether Condominiums.

4.
On December 22, 2004, the City Council passed Ordinance No. 179007 approving Amendment No. 23 to Agreement No. 31428 between the City and Portland Streetcar, Inc. (PSI) that provided for PSI, through its consultants, to carry out conceptual design and preliminary cost estimating services and to prepare a preliminary finance plan for the extension of streetcar service from SW Gibbs to SW Bancroft on a SW Moody/Bond couplet alignment.

5.
The preliminary alignment analysis recommended that the Phase 3c alignment should connect SW Moody and SW Bond at SW Lowell Street at the south end of the extension and should connect rail from SW Bond back to SW Moody at SW Gibbs; said alignment was reviewed with the Portland Aerial Tram, Inc. Board of Directors, the North Macadam Urban Renewal Urban Advisory Committee and the Portland Design Commission.

6.
On November 23, 2005, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 36353 adopting the Portland Streetcar Lowell Extension alignment, as described above, and the preliminary capital budget and directing various actions for implementation, including the development of the capital finance plan.

7.
On December 14, 2005, the City Council passed Ordinance No. 179825 approving Amendment No. 25 to Agreement No. 31428 between the City and PSI to begin final design and provide other professional services for the Portland Streetcar Lowell Extension Project.

8.
One potential element of the capital finance plan is a ConnectOregon grant, which is a lottery bond-based State legislative initiative passed to invest in projects not eligible for funding from the Oregon State Highway Fund, e.g. fuel taxes and motor vehicle taxes.  The amount of the program is $100 million and is meant to invest in air, rail, marine and transit infrastructure to ensure that Oregon’s transportation system is strong, diverse and efficient.  15% of the funds will be allocated in each of five regions and the remaining 15% will be allocated statewide.

9.
The City of Portland wishes to apply for a $2.1 grant from ConnectOregon to be matched, among other sources, with local private sector funding from the formation of Local Improvement District to fund the capital construction of the Portland Streetcar Lowell Extension Project.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a.
The Mayor is hereby authorized to make application to the Oregon Department of Transportation and Oregon Department of Aviation Multimodal Transportation Fund ConnectOregon Program for a grant in the amount of $2.1 million, substantially in accordance with the application attached to the original of this Ordinance and, by reference, made a part hereof.

b.
The Mayor is hereby authorized to provide such information and assurances as are required for the grant period.

Section 2.  The Council declares that an emergency exists because the application period closes on February 17, 2006; therefore, this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.

Passed by the Council, February 08, 2006

GARY BLACKMER


Auditor of the City of Portland


By /S/ Susan Parsons
Commissioner Sam Adams
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