ORDINANCE No. |1 8 888 4 As Amended

*Amend the Building Regulations to include building permit requirements for
retaining walls over four feet in height and maintenance agreements for shared
building elements across a property line (Ordinance; amend Code Title 24)

The City of Portland Ordains:

Section 1.  The City Council Finds:

1.

The Bureau of Development Services (BDS) promotes safety, livability,
and economic vitality through efficient and collaborative application of
building and development codes.

Per Portland City Title 3, BDS administers and enforces Portland City
Code (PCC) Title 24, Building Regulations.

Title 24, Building Regulations adopts the Oregon Residential Specialty
Code (ORSC) by reference.

Title 24 also contains development regulations that are not addressed in
the ORSC.

On January 1, 2018, the State of Oregon Building Code Division (BCD)
enacted a new ORSC which, among other things, exempted retaining
walls from permits when they do not support a regulated building, or do
not retain material which, if not restrained, could impact a regulated
building. BCD also removed maintenance agreement requirements from
the ORSC.

There are no other State or City building regulations that require permits
for retaining walls or maintenance agreements.

To address this regulatory gap and to continue to maintain permit review
requirements for retaining walls and maintenance agreements BDS is
amending Title 24 to adopt retaining wall and maintenance agreement
requirements that are no longer regulated under the ORSC. The
amendments are as follows:

a. Require easement and maintenance agreements if any building
element, structure, or utility crosses a real property line.

b. Require a permit for all retaining walls over 4 feet in height.

c. Add a definition for retaining wall.
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d. Require specific design requirements for retaining walls.

8. These amendments will maintain BDS permit, review and application

requirements.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a) Portland City Code Title 24 to be amended as set forth in Exhibit A.

Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists because it is in the
public interest to maintain permit and review requirement for retaining walls and
maintenance agreements. Therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and

effect upon its passage by Council.

Passed by the Council: APR ( 4 2018

Commissioner Chloe Eudaly
Prepared by: Mieke Keenan, BDS
Date Prepared: March 21, 2018
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