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NP8 Form 10-000-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __7___ Page _68

#50 Name: Aikido Owner: Jack B. & Jack W. Washburn
Address: 416 NW 5th Avenue c/o Oregon Ki Society
Historic Name: Harper Brass Works Co. 416 NW 5th Avenue
Original Owner: A.]. Harper Portland, OR 97209
Architect: Richard Martin, Jr. Use: Commercial
Year Built: 1941 Tax Assessor #: R-18020-2920
Style: 20th Century Commercial Plat: Couch's Addition
Alterations: Minor Block: 36
Classification: Secondary Contributing Lot: N.1/2Lt.3

Description: The building faces west on NW Fifth Avenue between NW Flanders and NW Glisan
Streets. The concrete, one story building is rectangular in plan and has a flat roof with a parapet. The
spandrel is embellished with a recessed concrete panel and the corners are finished with scored
concrete pilasters. The front facade has two fixed pane storefront windows which flank a central
recessed entrance door. The building has a concrete foundation and is in good condition.

Significance: The architectural firm of Richard Martin Jr. designed the one story concrete building
for A. ]. Harper, owner of the Harper Brass Works Company. It was constructed in 1941 for $3,300.
A]. Harper, who purchased the property from R.F. Johnson in 1939, operated his brass works from
an old frame structure on this property as early as 1932. Harper Brass Works was housed in this
building through 1944.

Architect Richard Martin, Jr. was born in England on July 23, 1858. He came to Portland in 1874 with
his father who was a stone mason and architect. In 1882, Richard, Jr. worked as a draftsman in
Warren H. Williams’ office. In later years, he practiced with William McCaw and on his own. In
addition to the two buildings in Chinatown, Resource Nos. 47 and 50, ten buildings in the Portland
Historic Resource Inventory are attributed to Martin or the firms of McCaw and Martin, and McCaw,
Martin and White. Martin died in 1950 at the age of 92.

The building is considered to be contributing to the integrity of the district during the secondary
period of significance because of its relation to the industrial use and architecture within the district.
From existing research, the building does not appear to be directly associated with the Chinese
community through ownership or occupancy.
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Wood joist roof

(Concrete back wall

Corcrebe mortdt wall

Brick south party wall (neighbors)

Concrete Omni frontage
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