




Goal

Goal 10.A Land use designations and zoning.

Effectively and efficiently carry out the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan through the 
land use designations, Zoning Map and the Zoning Code. 

The Comprehensive Plan Map is one of the Comprehensive Plan’s implementation tools.  The 
map includes land use designations which are used to carry out the Comprehensive Plan.  The 
land use designation that best implements the goals and policies of the Plan is applied to each 
area of the city.  This section contains general descriptions of the land use designations. 



Each description includes: 

Type of Place or Pattern Area for which the designation is intended. 

General Use and intensity expected within the area 

Level of public services provided or planned 

Level of Constraint 



Policy 10.1 Land use designations 

Apply a land use designation to all land and water within the City’s Urban Services Boundary.  
Apply the designation that best advances the Comprehensive Plan goals and policies.  

1. Open Space.  This designation is intended for lands that serve a recreational, public 
open space or ecological function, or provide visual relief.  Lands in this designated are 
primarily publicly owned but can be in private ownership. The corresponding zone is OS

6. Single Dwelling – 5000.  This designation is Portland’s most common pattern of single-
family development, particularly in the city’s inner neighborhoods.  It is intended for areas 
where urban public services, generally including complete local street networks and 
access to frequent transit, are available or planned.  Areas within this designation 
generally have few or very minor development constraints.  Single dwelling residential will 
be the primary use.  The maximum density is generally 8.7 units per acre.  The 
corresponding zone is R5.

Group Living Facility.  A structured or structures that contain sleeping areas and at 
least one set of cooking and sanitary facilities that is used as a residence for Group 
Living uses. 



10. Multi Dwelling – 1,000. This designation allows multi-dwelling development.  The 
scale of development is intended to reflect the allowed densities while being compatible 
with nearby single dwelling residential.  The designation is intended in areas near, in and 
along centers and corridors and transit station areas where urban public services, 
generally including complete local street networks and access to frequent transit are 
available or planned.  Areas within this designation generally do not have development 
constraints.  The maximum density is generally 43 units per acre but may be as much as 
65 units per acre in some situations.  The corresponding zone is R1. 

16. Mixed Uses – Urban Center. This designation is intended for areas that are close to 
the Central City and within Town Centers where urban public services are available or 
planned.  The designation allows a broad range of commercial and employment uses, 
public services and a wide range of housing options.  Areas within this designation are 
generally mixed-use and very urban in character.  Development will be pedestrian 
oriented with a strong emphasis on design and street level activity and will range from 
low to mid rise in scale.  The range of zones and development’s scale associated with the 
designation are intended to allow for more intense development in core areas of centers 
and corridors near transit stations while providing transitions to adjacent residential 
areas.  The corresponding zones are CM1, CM2, CM3 and CE. The designation is 
generally accompanied by a design overlay zone. 




