
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to submit written testimony in connection with the September 26, 2017 hearing on the 
TSP Stage 3 Proposed Draft. 
 
Specifically, I am writing to strongly oppose the reclassification of SE 20th (Division to Hawthorne) 
form a Local Service Traffic Street to a Neighborhood Collector (TSP Update p. 4-66). 
 
I previously submitted comments on the Discussion Draft of the TSP Update objecting to 
the proposed traffic street reclassification of SE 20th (Division to Hawthorne) from a Local Service 
Traffic Street to a Neighborhood Collector.  I also joined over 55 other residents in a letter objecting 
to the proposed reclassification.  Those objections are attached. 
 
In response to these objections, the City cited "a policy conflict between the current Neighborhood 
Collector on 26th/Harrison/30th and the Harrison Neighborhood Greenway."  The City explained 
that "removing the 26th/Harrison/30th Neighborhood Collector without replacing it elsewhere 
would leave a 1.5-mile gap between collector/arterial streets in the area, from 12th Ave. to Cesar 
Chavez Blvd."  The City pointed to "regional policy guidance" that "suggest[ed]" a 1/2- to 1-mile 
spacing of collector-level streets.  The City also opined that "SE 20th Ave already functions as a 
Neighborhood Collector, with traffic volumes and types of trips that do not meet the definition of 
Local Service Traffic street," and that "the reclassification is not expected to result in increases in 
traffic speeds or volumes." 
 
The City's objections are not supported by its own policies or evidence.  First, as a threshold matter, 
whenever the existing use of a street does not comply with its classification, "no additional 
investments should be made that encourages that inappropriate use."  2007 TSP Policy 6.4D; TSP 
Update Policy 9.4.d.  The City's recognition that SE 20th (Division to Hawthorne) already functions 
as a Neighborhood Collector means that, instead of reclassifying the street to Neighborhood 
Collector, it should undertake calming measures so that the street functions according to its current 
classification. 
 
Second, the City cited no evidence of its determination that a reclassification of either SE 20th or 
the 26th/Harrison/30th Neighborhood Collector was necessary to effectuate the Harrison 
Neighborhood Greenway.  Indeed, it is a mystery as to how the City made this determination - i.e., 
what data it considered, etc., whether it considered other streets or calming methods, which ones, 
etc.   
 
Third, there is no evidence that the unspecified "regional policy guidance" on which the City claimed 
to rely in determining that a Neighborhood Collector was needed every 1/2- to 1-mile was 
either mandatory or justified in this particular instance.  Indeed, although the proposed 
reclassifications of SE 20th and 30th create an east-west spacing of approximately 1 mile, 
the collectors at SE 11 and 12 are only 0.4 miles further west.  There is no evidence that the "policy 
guidance" is so rigid as to mandate a spacing of 1 mile when the alternative is spacing of 1.4 miles. 
 
Fourth, when, as here, the City insists on imposing not just unwanted change, but a more 
dangerous and degraded environment on its residents, it should at least make an effort to mitigate 
the harm.  SE 20th (Division to Hawthorne) has suffered for years from high-speed traffic and the 



lack of safe crosswalks.  The City has not so much as put up a speed limit sign to slow traffic, much 
less create safe crosswalks. 
 
In sum, I do not agree that the City should be in the business of sacrificing the safety and livability 
of one part of a neighborhood (i.e., SE 20th) to make a different part (i.e., SE 
26th/Harrison/30th) more safe or livable.  And it should especially not do that without articulating 
a justification that has basis in policy or actual facts or data, as here. 
 
I respectfully request that the Commission reject the proposed reclassification of SE 20th (Division 
to Hawthorne) form a Local Service Traffic Street to a Neighborhood Collector. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
James Barrett 
1627 SE 20th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97214 




















